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'OUNG UVE S DO ST — A mother being comforted by a relative after she learned that her chfld had died 
a the Rrethat swept through an ojpltiai^ge m Manila on 'llmrsday, killin g 28, mostly children. Page 4. 




- By John Pomffet 

!* ' ~ -■ " Washington PastSerrice' - '• / 

-• TAIPEI On the night of Jane '3*. 
T989, Michael Tseng was glued to tris 
‘television set as the. Gimese Anny 
/crashed a student-led movement in and. 

. around Beijing’s Tumampen Square, f 
Mr. Tseng remembers eocpaiencing a 
jdeep sense of belonging throughout the . 
I two-modih movement m CtensL" 7 " ,t 
-- “I thought, *These are my people, V,” : 
.said Mr. Tseng, 45, chairman- ofasmafl 
-business in T aipei. xt Thev ’reuiy flesh '• 
iod blood.” 

^ This summer, ffoxfe -^ravaged huge; : 


- v ; 

.1. ■ 

*■ 


Rules Adopted 


■swaths of. Odiia, leaving txnQions horoe^ 
less and toousands dead. JMEr. Tseng, 

; whose parents' were bom in Hubei, onecf 
the devastated provinces, channel-surfed 
past this” news. “It was Sad, bat I’m also 
sadwhea&ere'safioodm Bangladesh.” 

• As Taiwanapproachesitsninthro^or 
ejection Sateraay as a multipany de- 
r mdcatcy, this island of 21 nuHkm people 
- is .moving rapidly away from mainland 
China, Raging * hew. and very separate 
identity front the massive nation 160 
lalG(Bi^ers(100Linil«j) tothewest 
; . President Lee Teng-hui has qoined 






OnLooted Art ; 
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gS££^^ Viability Prove Groundless 


Gennany. : inclmj^ Picassoa and 
Cezanncs, cbuldbe returned to pre- 
war owners or their heirs a^anb- 
honed to benefit Hotocanst survi- 
vors under gniddates endorsed 
Thursday at an international con- 
ference.' 


it would still have a profit of only 1 
percent to 3 percent ofits expected $50 
billion in revenue in 2000 — a margin 
more in line with a supermarket chain 
than a maker of jets that sell for $150 
million each. 

Investors had bid up Boeing shares in 
recent months in the belief that the com- 
pany was on the road to recovery after 
posting its first annual loss in 50 years in 
1997. They abandoned the stock in 
droves Wednesday as nine Wall Street 
analysts lowered their recommendations 
on it and the shares fell $6,875, or 17 
percent. On Thursday, Boeing’s shares 
losra further $1.9375 to dose at $31.75. 
- Boeing executives said the latest an- 
nouncements were the unfortunate re- 
sult of die economic downturn in Asia. 
•' But many who watch Boeing say the 
effect of Asia should have been clear to 
tire company’s top executives months 
ago— - when they dropped another 
bombshell on Wall Street by disclosing 
lower-than-expected earnings estimates 
that were revised even lower this week. 
The downturn itself, many said, was to 

See BOEING, Page 10 


' 44 countries, the Vatican and more 
■ than a dozen organizations. - - 


“‘ After a day of statementsjhat 
' compromise ■ was imminent, Prpt- 
‘ Vestant and Roman Catholic . leaders 
^failed to, agree tin several important 

issuesm the Nortfaerolrelaiul peace 

:• effort. Page 5... 


.. NEW YORK After Boeing Co: 
^announced its $16 bilBon takeover of 
McDcmnell Douglas Cojp. in -1996, 
Eromeaaiegulalois nearly blocked the. 
deal because tb^y were worried that the 
new, American. aerospace gianr would 
pose an unfairthreatto Airbus Industrie, 
the European consortium that is Boe- 
ing’s sole competitor making large pas- 


of onh 


Books — 
Crossword--- 
OptojoD-.^...- 
Sports 


Page 12: 

__ page 12. 
_Pages8-9- 
Pages 24-25. 



SpobeorodSetcttofr Pagme 22-23. 

- ‘ ‘ Page T. 


But now, two years latex, in a story 
that has come to resemble the fabled 
race between the tortoise and the hare,* 
Boeing looks, as if it is the company 
rdnnjb^ of gaswhile Asbns is stead- 
ily gaining ground. 

, Boeing’s stxmnzngdisdosareT^Ksday 
flat it would scale back produaun or . 
most of, its planes and cut its workforce 
fry 3 b *Mihcmar 20,000 over the next two 
years on m^of 28,000 previously an- 
aoppcedicute u the latest in a string of 
hi gh- profile embarrassments since it 
complete die merger m August 1997. 

■ Evenwith thecuts, whichacconntfor 


j^Xleader Canscs a Revolt m House ofXwds 


"1 - By Wairen Hoge ; 

New Ybrt Tima Service 


>, ; lc^don^ ^ ^ 

' and^^&pirited Consayative 6 ^^! 

found himsetf at 

' . ; one group he thoughtbe co^ conn ton: 
!” the scarlet-robed; Tory peers . m the 

the untested young T<xy 
:. ■' ^voked^ ^ ihe:fight by firing tts party s 

: : ■ Newsstand pp «« ^ 

Andona^L-.ip.OoW iibatwri^-^JOOO 
Artaes^.1^50 FF Morocco. — -~16 
Cameroon-. tjBOO GfA ' 

Kuw^ ^,700 Fte V&WL 


leadei: in the Housfr of Lords, yisconnt 
Cranbome, scion of En^and's „ most 
* powerful politicalfamily, and thehlatg 

c errant lonl lost ms job-: ; 

That’s when fce enxriite flew. : 

.; The entire -Toy todadt^i o f ti» 
T op ic banded in Akst resignations frOTi 
fljeir front beach posts;, and the deputy 
lealer, lord Fraser of Carmyllie^ qmt 
^T rtriobr saying he was “disgusted and 
Home’s action- *Tbe- 




icat damage has bear caused, heswd. 

lord Onslow of Woking sniffedrg 

“Iceascdto beaGuaidsnian40 years 
. ago,” he-said. . - ■ ’ 

Usd Ctanboine took the news of Ins 
dismissal Ihe way one wouW 
from a'nwn.df dieC^nlfamily-wlitori 
date its partic^tioa^- England s 
rmblie life back toEHzabem I. ■ 
V-ii am extremely ^sorry thatlhave 

braved oaMg^J,’' r tesaj d ^!"“ 

Mr Hagw, ‘‘Wrwoa^d 

offered my ^ tesimsnoa, 



Kevin Lm»«pc/Rncrr' 

' Lord Crariborne leaving bis Lon- 
don home Thursday after bis firing. 

same.” The tad, who pursues hunting 
on-his Cranbome Manor estate in Dor- 
set, said, “r was sacked for running in 
idee an ill-trained spaniel.” 

Taking the 'long view, he said be 
wmdd survive private life and proudly 

• See TCMGES, Page 10 
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Coordinated Rate Cuts 


Reflect European Unity 


As Election- Fever Peaks, the Mainland Seems Much Farther Away 


the term “new Taiwan person” to de- 
scribe the chan ging face of Taiwan's 
citizens. For Beijing, this “person” 
presents an enormous challenge to its 
missio n of unifying with Taiwan. 

China’s N ationalis t government fled 
to Taiwan in 1949 after it lost a civil war 
to die Communists. From that point, the 

Nationalists maintained a dream that they 
would return to reconquer (Ihinn in tbe 
•3980s, following the death of the Na- 
tionalist leader Chiang Kai-shek and his 
son and successor. Chiang Ching-kuo, 

rfy. N ationalists ahandoneri that d ream. 

. ; See TAIWAN, Page 6 


Central Banks 
See Slowdown 


Edmund L. Andrews 

New York Times Seniee 


FRANKFURT — European mone- 
tary union took on a new reality Thurs- 
day as central banks across the Continent 
simulta n eously slashed interest rates and 
brought them to an almost uniformly 
low level for the first time in history. 

The stunning move, just one month 
before most of the European Union a- 
dopts the euro as a single currency, came 
sooner than most analysts bad expected. 

It also marked a dramatic shift in 
policy. As recently as two months ago, 
European central bonkers had adamant- 
ly refused to relax monetary policy be- 
cause they were intent on establishing 
the credibility of the euro and tire 
fledgling European Central Bank in 
world markets. 

But on Thursday, citing ominous 
signs that tbe global economic slow- 
down had begun to chill Europe as well, 
the central banks of ail 11 countries 
adopting the euro reduced their base 
interest rates by at least three- tenths of 
one percentage point. 

When die dust settled, every country 
in die euro zone except for Italy had 
reduced its base interest rate to 3.0 per- 
cent The Bundesbank, which has long 
set the benchmark for rates in Europe, 
cut its base rate to 3.0 percent from 3 3 
percent Italy, where rates have long 
been among tbe highest in the EU, 
dropped its base rate to 3.5 percent 

“Convergence is now complete,” said 
Holgcr Fahrinkrag. bead of economic 
research at the Frankfurt office of War- 
burg Dillon Read. “We have arrived.” 

Though most economists had expec- 
ted tbe European Central Bank to lower 
interest rates early next year, analysts 
were surprised when the national central 
banks settled the issue before the new 
bank officially assumes responsibility 
for European monetary policy. 

The decision came after months of 
bitter and public battles between 
‘Eurqpe’s conservative central bankers 
and the left-of-center governments dial 
are now in power in most countries. The 
loudest debate has been in Germany, 
where Finance Minister Oskar Lafon- 
taine has waged a relentless public cam- 
paign to persuade the Bundesbank and 
die European Central Bank to cut rates. 

Hans 'netmeyer, president of the 
Bundesbank, said Thursday that the 
central bankers had acted in response to 
mounting evidence thai European 
growth rates would be significantly 
slower next year than they had predicted 
as recently as lost summer. 

. “Out basic estimation is that there 
wil] be a measurable slowdown, but 
there won’t be a recession,” Mr. Tiet- 
meyer said. Bm he adamantly denied 
that the decision was a response to polit- 
ical pressure. “We are deaf to political, 
pressure,” he said, “but we arc not 
blind to facts and arguments.” 

Mr. Lafontaine, getting ready to 
board a plane for the United States, 
quickly -declared himself pleased. 

See RATES, Page 10 


Pushing It Lower 
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New Game Plan for Euro 

A Speeded-Up Timetable for the Transition 



By John Schmid 

IntenuaicnjJ Herald Tribune 

PARIS — The abrupt wave of Euro- 
pean interest rate cuts Thursday, which 
came weeks sooner than anyone evid- 
ently dared to expect, marks a dramatic 
departure from a commonly accepted 
game plan for the transition to the single 
European currency. 

The surprising willingness to rear up 
tbe old timetable, which called for a rate 
easing to accompany the Jan. 1 launch- 
ing of the euro at the earliest, suggests 
that economies in 

NEWS Europe are cooling 
ANALYSIS previously 

“They are trying to avoid the disaster 
scenario that could happen if they did 
not cut,” said Alison Cottrell, senior 
economist in London at PaineWebber 
Inte rnational. 

“This is meant to counter the decline 
in business confidence and prevent a 
downward spiral in the euroland econ- 
omy,” said Joachim Fels, economist at 
Morgan Stanley Dean Witter in London. 

At the very worst, some analysts sug- 
gest, several of Europe's biggest econ- 
omies could teeter on the edge of re- 
cession next year, at least under the 
technical definitions of two consecutive 
quarterly contractions. 

While that appears unlikely to many, 
others warn that the Continent might 
face such sluggish growth that nations 
like Gennany will struggle just to keep 
crisis-level unemployment from rising 
again. Another increase in German un- 
employment would be politically ex- 
plosive in Bonn, where die new gov- 
ernment was elected on its promise to 
bring down the chronic jobless rate. 

“The economic fundamentals have 
deteriorated mere deeply and faster than 
we thought,” said Adolf Rosenstock. a 


The Dollar 


tlusday e < PH. previous close 
T6715 1.6706 


Pound 


— 164.86 


TfwaSaydose 

B.679.66 


percent change 
— 2.04% 



-21.11 1,150.14 


1.954.35 


— 1.80% 


— 2.05% 


London Looks Set 
To Go With Flow 

Britain now looks set to follow 
ihe 1 1 euro countries in reducing 
interest rates. Page 15. 

• Stocks fall as concern about the 
Brazilian economy counters the ef- 
fects of the rate cut. Page 16. 

• The European cuts provide no 
help to the dollar. Page 16. 


Frankfurt-based economist at Nomura 
International PLC. 

Hie greatest menace to European 
prosperity is the plunging economic 
confidence. This weekT Wira Duisen- 
berg. president of the European Central 
Bank, warned that eroding confidence 
ranked as “the most significant risk” to 

See BANK, Page 10 



Government Outlays Fail to Help Japan 

Economy Continued Its Slide for 4th Quarter Through September 


By Sandra Sugawara 

.WmAi/igrcvi Post Service 

TOKYO — The Japanese govern- 
ment on Thursday announced that the 
world’s second largest economy con- 
tinued to shrink for an unprecedented 
fourth quarter in July through Septem- 
ber, despite a -boost from government 
spending. 

In addition, the government an- 
nounced that for the first time its debts 
will exceed its gross domestic product at 
the end of this fiscal year. “Basically, 
there is no recovery in sight,” said 
Yasuhiko Ushikubo, an economist with 
the Industrial Bank of Japan. 

The United States and other nations 


have urged Japan to revive its economy 
as fears mount that Japan’s economic 
woes oould trigger major problems in 
the rest of tbe global economy. 

Japan’s gross domestic product con- 
tracted 0.7 percent in the July-Septem- 
ber period, for an annual rate of con- 
traction of 2.6 percent. 

Taichi Sakai ya, the head of the Eco- 
nomic Planning Agency, acknowledged 
that the agency’s forecast of 1 .8 percent 
GDP decline, made just two months 
ago, might be too optimistic. Mr. 
Sakaiya said the overall economic con- 
dition was “severe.” 

But he added, “These figures were 
actually a little better than I expected.” 
He said he thought the pace of the 


decline was slowing. Many private 
economists disagreed, however, noting 
that public works spending appeared to 
be the only support for the economy. 
“The economy has not hit bottom,” 
said Osamu Katano, economist for 
Nikko Research Center. 

* ^ ‘Every component of private domes- 
tic demand tumbled,” said Jeffrey 
Young, economist with Salomon Smith 
Barney. He said that Japan's new eco- 
nomic stimulus package will not be big 
enough to counter the fall in private 
domestic demand. He expects the econ- 
omy to continue to decline next year. 

Robert Feldman, an economist at 

See JAPAN, Page 10 


2 Sudan Priests Could Face Crucifixion 


By Kari Vick 

Washingion Post Service 

KHARTOUM, Sudan — When Pope 
John Paul H paid a brief cautious visit 
hoe five years ago, he summoned a 
powerful metaphor for die persecution 

aggressively Islamic regime, c a l l i n g it 
“a particular reproduction of the mys- 
tery of Calvary.’* 

Now the Sudanese government is 
bringing the metaphor to life by threat- 
ening ft pair of Roman Catholic priests 
with crucifixion. 

; The two priests, dw Reverend Hillary 
Boma ami the Reverend Lina Tujano, 
are charged with setting off almost a 
dozen bombs around Khartoum on June 


30 in as alleged plot to mar official 
celebrations marking tbe anniversary of 
the 1 989 coup that brought die National 
Islamic Front to power. 

If convicted, they and 18 co-defen- 
dants could be crucified, under the me- 
dieval Islamic code that governs Su- 
dan's legal system. 

The priests’ trial — actually a court- 
martial, held at army headquarters and 
closed to foreign journalists and dip- 
lomats — has been denounced by in- 
ternational human rights groups as a 
charade based on videotaped confes- 
sions very likely produced under tor- 
ture. Critics say dot what the trial ac- 
tually lay share are the fears harbored by 
the regime that brought it. 

Sudanese officials insist they have a 


genuine case, but acknowledge it is one 
that combines a striking number of the 
elements viewed as threatening to the 
government. 

The largest Christian denomination 
in this majority-Muslim nation of 32 
million, the Roman Catholic Church has 
steadily resisted the government’s pro- 
gram of forced Islaimzation. It also has 
endured the repercussions. Priests re- 
port being stopped and interrogated by 
secret police on an almost monthly 
basis. Also routine is the bulldozing — 
30 times in tbe last eight years — of 
sanctuaries and schools under the guard 
of truckloads of Sudanese soldiers. 

The Catholic Church serves mostly 

See SUDAN, Page 10 
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Image-Making / Even the Judge Snickered 


By Gates Tape 
Transfixed 

Or, Hotc Microsoft’s Hero 
Played in the Courtroom 


Bv Rajiv Chandrasekaran 

Wqshi»xn'n Pe u; Serin e 

W ASHINGTON — Microsoft Corp.'s 
top lawyer reclined in a faux leather 
chair, rubbing his cowlick in circles. 
His Justice Department counterpart, 
sitting ID feet away in the drab federal courtroom, 
kicked off his black Nikes and stared at the carpet. 
The judge could not stop glancing at the dock as the 
spectators, now a precious few. nodded off. 

Over the last two weeks, the Microsoft antitrust 
trial, the epic confrontation between the U.S. gov- 
ernment and the giant software company, seemed to 
be deflating. 

Gone was the procession of computer industry- 
executives who recounted being roughed up by 
Microsoft and its chairman. Bill Gates. In their 
place were experts like the meandering economist 
who led the court on a long journey through 
“browser flow rates" and “entry barriers in the 
operating system market.” 

Then, Wednesday morning, the government 
went to the videotape again, projecting Mr. Gates's 
larger-than-life visage on a giant white screen. 

As the petulant Mr. Gates was interrogated, the 
spectators perked up; the reporters scribbled once 
more; the lawyers sat upright: the judge forgot about 
the clock. Even the bailiff, prone to scanning the 
crowd and castigating whispering spectators, 
seemed again transfixed. 

As the weeks drag on in the trial that will help 
chart the future of the high-tech world, the most 
compelling moments have been these clips of the 
world's richest man; His unflattering demeanor in 
the deposition; his tough-talking electronic-mail; 
his take-no-prisoners memos to his top executives. 

Since the trial opened six weeks ago, government 
lawyers have used Mr. Gates as the leitmotif of their 
case, bringing his image back again and again, 
casting him as ringleader of the company's alleged 
efforts to thwart competition in the computer in- 
dustry. 

By repeatedly playing clips of the videotaped 
deposition, carefully selected by the government to 
show Mr. Gates's most elaborate circumlocutions, 
the Justice Department hopes to raise fundamental 
doubts about Microsoft’s credibility: If the com- 
pany's chairman will not give a straight answer, 
they reason, why should its defense be believed? 

But lately, as expen witnesses have waded into the 
soporific murk of economic and technical jargon, the 
government has found another benefit from the Gates 
Tape: It’s the antitrust equivalent of Jolt Gala. 

T HE Gates Tape is mesmerizing. Unlike the 
well-rehearsed executive who is known for 
delivering Top 10 lists and splashy product 
demonstrations at trade shows, Gates the 
defendant comes across as combative and forgetful, 
squirming in a large leather chair as he is buffeted 
with questions. 

In one 20-minute segment, David Boies, a gov- 
ernment lawyer, asked Mr. Gates: "What non- 
Microsoft browsers were you concerned about in 
January of 1996?” 

To everyone in the courtroom, it was clear that 
Mr. Boies was trying to get Mr. Gates to mention 
Netscape Communications Corp.. the onetime 
darling of Silicon Valley that makes rival software 
to “browse" the global computer nerwork. But Mr. 
Gates would not bite. 

“I don't know what you mean, 'concerned. ’ ” he 
retorted. 

“What is it about the word ‘concerned’ that you 
don’t understand?” Mr. Boies asked in an in- 
credulous tone. “I’m not sure what you mean by 
it,” Mr. Gates replied, deadpan, prompting people 
in the courtroom. U.S. District Judge Thomas Pen- 
field Jackson included, to start snickering. 

In the clips played Wednesday. Mr. Gates put on 



Jrlf * Jiri-i ".rrwn/Knii.Y« 

A smiling Bill Gates with his wife, Melinda, as they 
announced a donation in the campaign to vaccinate 
children. Inset, the Bill Gates of the tape. 


a similar performance, quibbling with Mr. Boies for 
five minutes over the meaning of the phrase * ‘piss- 
ing on," which a Microsoft executive used in an e- 
mail to describe the company’s efforts to thwart the 
Java programming language. 

After First saying that he did not know whai the 
author “specifically means," Mr. Gates eventually 
conceded that “in this case. I think it means what 
you've suggested it means." 

Spectators and journalists, who had packed the 
courtroom in anticipation of the next installment of 
the Gates Tape, were in stitches, prompting the 
bailiff to call for decorum. 

Microsoft lawyers maintain that the tape is an 
irrelevant distraction to the proceedings and that 
Mr. Gates behaves on it as would any high-profile 
executive, trying to focus questions in order to 
provide more precise answers. 

“What possible purpose was the government 
trying to serve ?' ' Mark Murray . a Microsoft spokes- 
man. sniffed about the colorful segments played 
Wednesday. “This has no relevance to the case." 

No matter how it plays with die judge, who will 
decide this case, the tape has certainly provided a 
clear advantage in the government’s public re- 
lations battle with Microsoft. Mr. Gates’s com- 
ments. no matter how banal, make their way into 
almost every reporter’s article, and the videotape 
helps juice up television news repons. 

As soon as segments of the tape are played in 
court, a Justice Deportment spokesman has been 
rushing a copy to waiting TV crews outside the 
building. Only hours later, when the proceedings 
have recessed for the day. will the cameras record 
Mr. Murray delivering his counter-spin, bemoaning 
the government's use of “snippets. 

Sensing the potential fallout from the deposition. 
Microsoft has spent the last five weeks grappling for 
control of the courtroom VCR, hoping to press any 
button — pause, fast forward, eject — other than 
play. It is a squabble that has been almost as 
interesting as anything on the tape. 

The Gates Tape reaser first appeared during Mr. 
Boies's opening arguments. The first extended 
screening was scheduled for the second - week of the 
trial. On the appointed morning, a Thursday, the line 
of gawkers hoping for a seat stretched down the 
football-field-long hallway outside the Constitution 
Avenue courtroom. 

But Microsoft's lead attorney, John Warden, 
managed to stall the proceedings. 

The following Monday morning — there is no 
court on Fridays — with everyone expecting an 
executive from Apple Computer Inc. to take the 
witness stand, Mr. Boies and Mr. Warden were 
huddled in the hallway. Although they were prone 
to fire barbs at each other during the proceedings, 
the two sometimes banter amiably in a comer 
during recesses. 

This time it did not appear to be idle chatter. Mr. 


Gates was on the agenda. When the judge entered the 
courtroom, Mr. Boies was going to play the tape. 

Bui instead, a closed bearing ensued. Microsoft 
was trying to rein in the videos. Then came a sidebar 
conference, where loud static noise filled the room 
to prevent eavesdropping. Then a recess. Then a 
meeting in the judge's chambers. 

Finally, with spectators growing restless. Judge 
Jackson emerged just before noon, telling the law- 
yers that ‘ ‘we will see it all." All of the tape, that is, 
that Mr. Boies wanted to show. 

Trying to salvage Mr. Gates's image. Mr. 
Warden asked that the Microsoft side get to pick its 
own portions of the deposition to show, ostensibly, 
segments in which their chairman looks good. The 
judge agreed. 

Finally, the tape rolled. Mr. Gates was as testy as 
ever. 

When asked who attended a Microsoft executive 
staff meeting, he said; “Probably members of the 
executive staff." 

Mr. Boies smiled. Mr, Warden sat stoically. And, at 
one point. Judge Jackson shook his head in disbelief. 

A LL TOLD, Mr. Boies said he planned to 
show about eight hours of the 20-hour 
interview during the trial. Although Mi- 
crosoft is selecting its own segments, they 
are crudely interspersed with the government’s. To 
everybody but the lawyers, it is impossible to know 
which are which. Mr. Gates looks and acts the same 
in all of them. 

Two weeks ago. a frustrated Mr. Warden decided 
to argue his Gates Tape case again, this time asking 
to meet the judge in his chambers. Although reticent 
ai first. Judge Jackson has become a more avuncular 
courtroom presence in recent weeks. He has tried to 
show off his growing grasp of technology, to cur 
"through legal posturing on both sides, and oc- ' 
casionally to inject a little levity into the pro- 
ceedings. 

In the meeting. Mr. Warden argued that “playing 
this deposition in birs and pieces" is being done 
"for the purpose of an audience outside the 
courtroom and for the purpose of creating news 
stories day after day after day." He urged Judge 
Jackson to order the government to play all re- 
maining segments at one time. 

Mr. Boies, also present at the meeting, would 
have none of iL Yes. the segments were longer than 
he would like to play, but “it often takes three or 
four or five or 10 and sometimes 15 minutes to get 
him to finally admit to something that he should 
have admitted immediately. ” Mr. Boies suggested 
that Mr. Warden was simply “ carrying his com- 
pany's PR water." 

Judge Jackson agreed. “If anything," the judge 
told Mr. Warden. “I think your problem is with your 
witness, not with the way in which his testimony is 
being presented." 



Alarm 
Of Shuttle for 24 Hours* 




The AsttK total Press 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida— An 
alarm went off inside the space shuttle 
Endeavour’s cockpit minutes before 
Thursday’s planned liftoff, forcing. 
NASA to de&y its first space station 
construction flight. 

By the time launch controllers 
figured out what was wrong and con- 
cluded they could launch safely, they 
had run our of time and Endeavour was 
grounded for another day. They missed 
me cutoff by only one to two seconds. 

The launch dirator, Ralph Roe, was 
convinced his team did the right thing . 
He said they would try again Friday. 

“We want to err on the conservative 
side," Mr. Roe said. “We don’t want to 
launch with something we don’t un- 
derstand." 

' The master alarm — a pair of rect- 
angular red lights — began flashing and 
beeping about four and a half minutes 
before the scheduled pre-dawn launch. 
Unsure of what caused it, shuttle man- 
agers counted down to the 31-second 
mark while discussing the problem. 

Endeavour's pilots reported that the 
alarm sounded around the time the 
shuttle hydraulic power units were 
turned on. Launch controllers quickly 
determined that one of the three units 
had experienced a momentary dip in 
pressure, and so they counted down 12 
more seconds before having to give up 
for the day. 

“Please cut off.’’ a launch controller 
urged his colleagues. 

The six astronauts crawled out of the 
shuttle an hour later. Two threw up their 
hands. 

“We 71 try again another time," said 
the commander, Robert Cabana. 

The one-day delay cost NASA about 
$600,000. mostly in fuel and overtime 
pay. “It’s an expensive turnaround, but 
that's part of the price we pay to be 
conservative and make sure that we 
don’t have unsafe situations," said 
Donald McMonagle, a shuttle man- 
ager. 

Mr. McMonagle said engineers would 
meet throughout the day to make suns 
they understood the fleeting drop in hy- 
draulic pressure that set off the alarm. 


' NASA has only five minutes or Jess_ 
each dav to launch Endeavour to 'meet 
up with the first space station nan,: 
launched two weeks ago by the Rus- 
sians. — v 

Aboard Endeavour is the second aai- / 
■ tion component, ■ an American-made 
connecting passageway named Unity. ' 
Once In orbit, the astronauts will use the- 
shuttle robot arm to capture the Russian 
piece and attach it to Unity. Then, two ' 
astronauts will perform -three spaced 
walks to book up all the electrical con-.' 
nections and cables between the two . 
cylinders. 

Secretary of State Madeleine Al- 
bright and other dignitaries from around ' 
the world had gathered in the drizzle 
see Endeavour and its. crew- off 
lowing a year’s delay caused by a 
crunch in Russia. Most were represen- 
tatives of the 16 countries participating 
in the space station effort. 




Bomb in Algeria 
Kills at Least 14 

Reuters 

ALGIERS — At least 14 Al- 
gerians were killed and 24 wounded 
in a bomb explosion Thursday near 
a market in the town of Khentis 
MUiana southwest of Algiers, gov- 
ernment security forces said. -- 

The toll brought to at least 37 the 
number of Algerians reported 
killed in the last four days. 

The bloodshed appeared to fo 
low a pattern set in the last four 
years when Muslim rebels stepped 
up aitarks before and during (he 
annual fasting month of Ramadan. 
It will be observed this year during 
the second half of December and 
first part of January. 

Algeria's violence . began in 
1992, when the authorities 
scrapped a general election in 
which radical Islamists led. 

More than 65.000 people have 
died since, according to Western 
estimates. 
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Revisiting Embryo Research 

Advances Spur U.S. Senate to Revieiw Ban on Funding 


By Rick Weiss 

Washington Post Service. 


WASHINGTON — Inspired by 
promises of exerting medical advances 
that could come fern studies' of cells 
derived from human embryos, the Sen- 
ate has begun a tentative reassessment 
of a four-year ban on the use of federal 
funds for human embiyo research. 

To make sure lawmakers understood 
the immediacy of their task, a scientist 
unveiled unpublished evidence at a con- 
gressional hearing showing that he 
already had used the technology to grow 
human brain cells, which may be useful 
for patients with Parkinson's disease. 

At issue is whether a provision ban- 
ning federal support for human embryo 
experiments should apply to research on 
“stem cells,” a recently isolated type of 
cell that scientists suspect can be made 
to grow into replacement -tissues for 
patients with a host of serious diseases. 

In more general terms, Congress is 
being asked by a growing number of 
scientific and patient advocacy groups 
to loosen or repeal the ban. 


Because of the peculiar nature of 
stem cells — they, have many of the 
qualities of embiyo cells but, unlijjjfc. 
embryos, cannot grow into a person ™ 
their status with regard to that ban re- 
mains clouded, experts told the sub- 
committee on labor, health and edu- 
cation, led by Senator Arlen Specter. 
Republican of Pennsylvania 

“There is a wide variety of views ai 
the moral status of these cells," said ' 
Harold -V armus, director of the Na tional 
Institutes of Health.' “The cells do de- 
serve special ethical consideration,’- he 
said, because they are the offspring of 
cells that were taken from hurtian em- . 
bryos or fetuses. At the same rime, he 
said, “These cells cannot be considered 
organisms and cannot be considered 
embryos.” 

A ban on federal funding for stembeB 
research will slow progress toward 
cures, several experts told the sulk 
mittee. 

Others warned that to restrict 
search to the private sector could lead to 
a corporate stranglehold on the tech- 
nology and a lack of public review/ - 
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At this rate, you can fit in 
more business trips to India. 
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Special Rates Per Night 
’Tbffc&n&hielscftbtfWidtr 154 Nov '98 to 20th Jan ‘99 


The Taj Mahal Hotel, Mumbai 
New Wing Standard Room iSglj 

The Taj Mahal Hotel, New Ddhi 
Standard Room (Sgll 

Taj Palace Hotel. New Delhi 
Superior Room iSsfl 

Taj Bengal. Calcutta 
Standard Room (Sgl) 

Taj Coromandel, Chennai 
Superior Room (Sgll 

The Taj West End, Bangalore 
Superior Room /Sgl) 


Sflfe 


USS 165 


USS Mo 


USS 140 5a 


dfc 

at 

Oti 

sft»! 


USS 140 4W 


USi i }0 


The Taj Group i> South Asia's finest hoiel group with 50 hotels. 

Ir offers the business traveller a wide choice of nearly 6000 
well appointed roams and suites. The business support sen-ices 
are outstanding and include all modern facilities. 

Yuu can eapect impeccable service. At unbelievable rates. 

' Sptiial 'X-itkend Rates aha avaifcSfe. 

Reserraiians. Centner your travel agent fir "High Staten Special" 
and VCielcend Pain, or coll trading Hotels of the World 
or Uteii International 
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For lyvestment iafokmatioa’ 
Read THE MONEY REPOST 

every Saturday in the I HT. 


TRAVEL UPDATE 


WEATHER 


U.S. Park Visitors Remain Steady Eur °p e 


Forecast lor Saturday through Monday, as provided by AoxiWeather. 


Asia 


WASHINGTON iAP) — An experimental program al- 
lowing national parks and other federal recreation areas to 
raise Their fees has significantly boosted revenues without 
affecting the number of visitors, a government study con- 
cludes. 

The four agencies in the program said their recreational fee 
revenues nearly doubled from about S93 million in fiscal year 
1996. to about SI 79 million in 199S. 

At the same time, the General Accounting Office said the 
number of visitors to sites w ich higher fees increased by 5 
percent in 1997. 

French Rail Strike Continues 

PARIS (AFP) — French rail traffic was expected to be 
heavily disrupted for the eighth consecutive day Friday as 
striking workers voted Thursday to continue their action 
despite proposals made by management. 

The state-owned 5NCF railroad said traffic was disrupted 
Thursday in most regions except Brittany, northern Picardy 
and Pas-de-Calais and in ihtf northeast Champagne- Ardennes 
regions. Suburban trains in the Paris region were running 
normally, as were high-speed trains within France and to 
London. Brussels, .Amsterdam and Cologne. 

Strikes Leave Greece Out of Gas 

ATHENS (Reuters) — A flum of strikes and protests hit 
Greece on Thursday, clogging traffic, crippling transportation 
and services and almost draining the country of petrol. 

Customs officials defied a Wednesday court ruling de- 
claring their walkout illegal, continuing a four-day strike that 
has left most gasoline stations empty. 

Delta Air Lines will stop flights to three international 
destinations next year, part of its continuing effort to .con- 
centrate planes on more profitable. routes. Flights to Prague 
will end Jan. 17. and frights to Calgary and Edmonton. 
Canada, will end on April 4, the airline announced. (AP) 
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North America Europe 
Dry and onsoasonaWy Com waaifter will co/ka-tub 
warm m Naw Yorti Cfty and to grip moai o! ihe conti- 
Washington, D C.. Saiur- nem, but moderation may 
day through Monday with begin in thg northwestern 
mghs m the teens to near areas early next week. Dry 
£0 degrees Chicago and weather win reach from 
Toronto Wit have showers London end Paris to 
over the weekend, then wl Madrid. Rome wH also turn 
turn bosk and colder Mon- dry. but Aiftane wf/f be 
day Ram b likely Swtday rainy. Snow showers are 
m Los Angles- likely in the Alps and 

around the Baltic Sea. 


Dry and chilly Over ih» 
weekend from Tokyo 
through Seoul to Beijing. 
By Monday, there may be 
some rain or snow in these 
areas Dry and cool In 
Shanghai, hut Hong Kong 
and Taiwan. may have 
showers. Thunderstorms - 
will be scattered from the . 
Philippines to southern 
Vietnam and Thailand. . 
Mapa, lor*awt»»rvld»t8pfov»Wd by AcetiWeemer, tnROtgeB-httpahnrwjoauwBathBraitgr; 
North America * 1 111 ■ 
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DEATH NOTICE 


Tlje Hedqvist family and friends are sad to 
announce tide passing of 

STIG B HEDQVIST 

in Geneva Swiczcriand. 
on November 2T 1998. in his “5th year. 
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Pres^e Btu^on Eanel to Vote Soon on Impeachment 


POLITICAL 


By Brian Knriwlton 

Inlenujjiotui Herutd Trihunr 


' - T^ Hoosc Jndiciajy 

• Committee came under increasing pressure 

• ™™y 10 vote next week oa articles -of 
- nnpeachmem as an attempt to broadendae 

nvittiiy into presidential fund-raising ' col- 
lapsed and the incoming House speaker 
warned that further delay .would, push 'the 

• matter into next year. 

The co mmitt ee c hairman, Rep resen tative 
. Henry Hyde of Illinois, told Republican 
i members Thursday that a review of Justice 
Department memos .had found insufficient 

• evidence to pursue allegations of campaign* 

• nmd-raismg abuses by President Bill Clniton. 
Thai represented a dramatic step-down from 

; - a move just two days earlier to expand, the 

' • inmiinr 


member of the! committee. Representative 

As^ Hutriunson of Arkansas, said through a 

spokesman.. 

Hie cosnmktee, he said, “will not pursue it 
at this juncture.” 

: "With tjw* mvrtw heavy lilt from 


Democrats -r who call its handling of the 
, mqiiiiy a sh«n and a-shainbles — and dis- 
iniwinn spreading to some Republicans, the 
White House has responded with growing 
confidence. „ 

-It' vowed to mount a ‘Vigorous defense 
when its lawyers appear before the panel 
Tuesday. This was a shift, at least of tone, 
. from August, when Mr. Clinton acknowl- 
edged haying had an “inappropriate rela- 
tionship” with Monica Lewinsky and sug- 


- inquiry. 

f-2% “The evidence from the Department of 
Justice being examined in relation to possible 
> campaign finance violations will not be a part 
• of 


_ K-.II-Ji-Sf. UiUOS 

scope of the inquiry,’* White House lawyers 
wrote Wednesday to Mr. Hyde. 


r — violations will not be a piui 

inquiry next week,” a Republican 


■That set the stage for what is certain to be a 
few furious and unpredictable days of hear- 
ings and depositions, peppered with more 


partisan debate, before a probable vote to 
send at least one article of impeachment to the 
full House of Representatives. There it would 
face an uncertain fate. 

Amid Democratic attempts to paint the 
impeachment inquiry as a poorly guided par- 
tisan witch-hunt, there have been some calls 
for top-ranking Republicans to exert more 
influence on the process. The outgoing speak- 
er of the House, Representative Newt Gin- 
grich, has ended all overt involvement in the 
matter- since the Nov. 3 election results 
brought his resignation. 

His desi gnated successor. Representative 
Bob Livingston of Louisiana, sidestepped the 
question of a direct role Thursday but made 
his preference clear. 

‘*1 can’t say X*d be perfectly happy,” he 
c ? iH if the process had to be dealt with by the 
new Congress- But he said he bad no idea 
what would happen until the Judiciary Com- 
mittee reports. 

His comment came after a survey of House 
Republicans by Representative Tcm DeLay, 
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A Law on Trial Outside Court 


By Neil A. Lewis 

New York Tones Service 


WASHINGTON '-—-The acquittal by a 
federal jury of Mike Espy, the former ag- 
riculture secretary, of corruption charges, has 
ended an independent prosecutor’s four-year 
investigation of Mr. Espy’s acceptance of 
Sports tickets and other favors from compa- 
res be was supposed to regelate. 

“It’s cost a lot, it’s been tough but I knew 
from day one that ! would stand here before 


"someone with all the money, all the power, 
very sup e rvi sion, no timetable and able 
to unleash powerful hordes of prosecutors on 
you and your family.” - 

Mr. Smaltz defended his work, noting that 
his office had achieved more than a dozen 
convictions garnered some $11 million in 
fiiwat and criminal penalties, mostly from 
lies that were charged with giving il- 
; to Mr. Espy. He also said that 


you completely exonerated,” Mr. Espy said 
Wednesday outsit 


u/U 


lay outside the courthouse. 

The jury took barely 10 hours to reject 30 
counts brought by the' independent prose- 
cutor, Donald Smaltz. The . trial judge had 
earlier dismissed eight other counts. 

Even as he 'savored his acquittal, Mr. Espy 
made it clear he was among the critics who 
point to each such verdicts as a judgment of 
the independent counsel law under which he 
was prosecuted. Congress is expected to bold 
hearings early next year on whether to renew 
the law, which expires in June. There is little 
expectation that it. will be extended. 

Both Mr. Espy and Mr. Smaltz, in com- 
ments after the verdict, neatiy crystallized the 
debate over the wisdom and effectiveness of 
the Ethics in Government Act, which 
provides for independent counsels to inves- 
tigate allegations of wrongdoing against se- 
nior government officials. . 
i Mr. Espy likened Mr. Smaltz, who spent 
more than $17 million inve st i g ating h n n over 
*wa f oar-year period, to a “school yari bnUy.” 
The Independent prosecutor, he said, was 


despite the acquittal, there was value in pro- 
secutingMr. Espy because it would discourage 
other officials from behaving the same way. 

' ‘The actual indictment of a public official 
may in fact be as great a deterrent as a 
conviction of that official,” he said. 

His two most notable victories were having 

Tyson Rjgds, the Arkansas-based poultry pro- 
ducer and distributor, agree to pay $6 million 
after pleading guilty to making illegal gifts to 
Mr. Espy. He also got Sun Diamond Growers, 
a_Calm>mia cooperative for nnt and raisin 
growers . to pay a $ 1 3 million fine for illegally 
condoning gifts to Mr. Espy by its lobbyist. 

Buta federal appeals court in Washington 
overturned die conviction of Sun Diamond, 
and die case is on appeal to the U.S. Supreme 
Conru Tbe case involves die meaning of the 
unlawful gratuity statute, winch makes it a 
crime to give, offer or promise “anything of 
value” to a public official “because of any 

oflkdal act performed or to be perforated.” 

Mir. Smaltz contended that tbe law was 
violated anytime a gift was motivated by the 
recipient’s official position. But the Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit 

s^d the gift also had to be motivated by some 



the majority whip, found overwhelming sup- 
port for concluding the impeachment inquiry' 
with a vote this month. 

Mr. Hyde, praised as a capable and fair- 
minded legislator before the Inquiry began, 
has come under increasing fire. The reversal 
on the campaign fund-raising question is 
likely to fuel the criticism of Democrats who 
say he has let the process spin out of control, 
moving in unannounced lurches, or trying to 
cast too wide a net. 

On Tuesday, the Judiciary Committee 
voted to subpoena memorandums from the 
FBI director, Louis Freeh, and from a former 
senior Justice Department prosecutor, 
Charles La Beiia. in which they urged At- 
torney General Janet Reno to seek appoint- 
ment of an independent counsel to investigate 
campaign fund-raising irregularities that 
could involve Mr. Clinton. One Republican 
member said the memos -would prove Mr. 
Clinton had violated federal election law. 

Bui after two committee representatives 
were allowed to see the memorandums, they 
concluded, according to various reports, that 
they contained no direct evidence of criminal 
violations by Mr. Clinton. 

Meanwhile, Democratic officials on the 
Judiciary Committee said Republicans were 
also set "to drop an inquiry into whether cer- 
tain Democrats sought to intimidate Kathleen 
Willey, a former White House volunteer, to 
prevent her from testifying that she was 


Updating White House Grounds 


WASHINGTON - The First Family 
recreation room, tourists would walk ■ 
through a tunnel, and vendors would be booted offtwo 
streets under a 20-year. S300-million plan pr°P°^d 
improve the White House grounds. Congress and H) 
agencies would have to approve the plan before con- 
struction could begin. «... r,. r 

Billed by National Park Service officials as the nrsl 
comprehensive overhaul of the White House area since 
Pierre L’Enfam laid it out in 1791. the plan essentially 
would expand the grounds. Executive Mansion and vis- 
itor center by adding under ground facilities. 

Most of the 1 .1 00 parking spaces for White House staff 
on the Ellipse and grounds would be replaced by ' two 
garages beneath Pennsylvania Avenue and the Ellipse, 
according to the plan. In this way, the White House 
complex would siphon parked cars from the street, a 
gesture to pedestrians. About 1.2 million people visittne 
White House every year. f 


Female Marines See Scarlet 


groped by Mr. Clinton, a’eharge he denies. 
Thai wc 


Mike Espy savoring his exoneration. 


official act, either a reward for a past actor an 
inducement for a future one. 

Mr. Espy was charged with violating the 
carry* statute. In presenting 70 witnesses, Mr. 
Smritz portrayed Espy as eager to ask compa- 
nies he regulated tor hard-to-get tickets to 
sporting events. But Ted Wells, one of Mr. 
Espy’s lawyers, said dining his closing ar- 
gument that the prosecution had presented no 

witnesses who testified that h i s client had made 

a decision based on anything he received. 


l would leave the Judiciary Committee 

where it began its work — with the al- 
legations forwarded by the independent 
counsel Kenneth Starr that Mr. Clinton lied 
under oath about his sexual relationship with 
Monica Lewinsky and then abused the 
powers of his office in an effort to cover the 
matter up. 

The committee, as matters stand, appears 
likely to vote next week on one or two articles 
of impeachment dealing only with the alleged 
peijury, not with alleged obstruction of 
justice or abuse of power. 

Because Republican members dominate 
the panel, 21 to 1 6. and have been voting as a 
bloc, a vote to send an article or articles of 
impeachment to the full House is expected to 
pass. 

If so. the full House would probably be 
called back for a lame-duck session to vote on 
the matter beginning Dec. 14. 

There, the outcome is unclear. An esti- 
mated 208 to 216 of the 228 Republicans are 
thought likely to favor impeachment, along 
with 3 to 5 of the 206 Democrats (one in- 
dependent usually joins them). With 218 
votes needed to impeach, the matter is too 
close to predict. 

If it did pass, it would go to the Senate for 
a trial next year. Republicans hold a 55-to-45 
edge there, but would need 67 votes to con- 
vict Mr. Clinton. _ 

The Senate majority leader. Trent Lott of 
Mississippi, said Thursday that “we’re nor 
making any plans or any preparation at this 
time” to try Mr. Clinton if the House votes for 
impeachment. 


WASHINGTON — In a tradition that commemorates 
battlefield sacrifice at the Halls of Montezuma, U.S. 
Marines proudly display blood-red stripes on the trousers 
of their dress uniforms. . 

Now, advancing into a potential fashion minefield, me 
Corps has recently begun studying whether to extend that 
hallowed practice to the skirts of female Marines. 

In military parlance, dark-blue skirts with a scarlet 
stripe ru nnin g down each side are being “wear-tested 
by a group of female Marines at Quantico, Virginia, and 
several other locations. 

The “bloodstripes" are much more than a decorative 
flair. Corps lecend holds that the stripes are a tribute to the 
Marines who died in 1 847 assaulting the castle al Chapulte- 
pec during the Mexican War. Any Marine with the ranker 
corporal or above is entitled to wear them. (wP) 


Quote I Unquote 


W illiam Kristol, editor of the Weekly Standard, on 
conservatives who are still pressing for impeachment: 
“Some of us are hanging tough in our obdurate blindness 
to the political reality. I’m- like one of these Japanese 
soldiers after World War n. It’s 1949 and I’m on some 
island not knowing the war is over.” (NYTl 


Away From Politics 


• Authorities have charged a man with arson at the 
Pullman Works after a fire there destroyed the last 
remaining structure of the railroad factory in Chicago’s 
South Side where a key battle in the U.S. labor movement 
was fought 100 years ago. ( AF > 


• A man accused of injecting his ll-month-old son 

with blood tainted with the AIDS virus told the boy s 
mother that the child was damaged and no longer worth 
keeping, die child's mother told a court in Sl Charles, 
Missouri. (Reuters) 

• Parents are being advised to throw away baby bottle 
nipples and pacifiers made of vinyl because of concerns 
over a material in vinyl that causes cancer in rats. (NYT) 
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Many said it couldn’t be done. Exploring 
space. Walking on the moon. Fitting a feature 
length movie onto a CD-sized disc. That s 
why Panasonic proudly announces the dawn 
of DVD. Digital technology's answer to the 
space age- With stunning picture resolution 
and great sound. And you can take it with you 
anywhere you go. with the world's first and 
smallest (only 910g)* portable DVD player with a 
built-in 5.8’ widescreen LCD monitor. Panasonic 
digital Technology. The future Is in your hand. 
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The ordinary becomes 
extraordinary with 
Panasonic Digital Technoloyym 



DVD-LIO 


Panasonic 
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ASIA/ PACIFIC 


Manila Orphanage Fire Kills 28 

Most Victims of the Rapid Nighttime Blaze Were Children 


i 1 / hi Ola Sur F ii»<i * tei 

MANILA — Neighbors watched 
helplessly Thursday as a predawn 
fire tore through an orphanage in 
Manila, killing at least 28 people, 
mostly children. Two other children 
were missing and presumed dead. 

Some chfldren had shouted for 
help through the metal grates cov- 
ering window s on the second floor, 
but frantic neighbors could not open 
or break down a padlocked main 
gate to the orphanage. 

The dozens of 'children at the 
Catholic-run Bahay Kaiinga 
orphanage had been looking for- 
ward to a Christmas party Friday. 
Instead, the Christmas decorations 
were scattered, along with toys and 
children's clothes, among the 
burned debris. 

"I'm afraid my playmates were 
burned." said Brian De Mesa. 5. 
who survived along with his twin 
brother. "I saw their burned bodies. 
I don't want to go back." 

About 70 people were inside the 
orphanage in a alum area of Ma- 
nila's Paco district when the fire 
broke out about 2 A.M.. officials 
said. Investigators said faulty elec- 
trical wiring may have triggered the 
blaze. 

Fire officials said three-fourths of 
the orphanage was already on fire 
w hen they arrived. 

"We couldn't even go near be- 
cause of the intense heat." said 
Pablito Cordeta, operations chief of 
the Manila Fire Department. “A 
few seconds after we arrived, pan of 
the roof col lapsed. 

Thirteen dead children were 
found huddled together in one room. 
In another, a dead adult was found 
clinging to two children, all charred 
beyond" recognition. 

Rescuers lifted the bodies of 


small infants wrapped in blankets 
from the remains at the orphanage, 
which included a two-story main 
structure and two cottages, all built 
between 1913 and 1927. 

Staff members said the fire had 
spread so quickly that they did nor 
have time to rescue many children. 

“I was sleeping on the' ground 
floor when I was woken up." said 
Carina Bellosillo. a teacher. 
"Already, the ceiling was on fire 
and the stairs going up to the second 
floor were burning. 1 wanted ro go 
upstairs to save the babies, but my 
companions pulled me back.” 

For some children, especially the 
babies left in the nursery, death 
would have come quickly because 
of smoke inhalation during sleep. 
But others awoke and screamed for 
help from windows. Only some of 
the older ones managed to clamber 
out and jump to the ground. Most of 
the survivors had been sleeping on 
the ground floor. 

"I heard babies crying at one end 
of the building, but we could not 
reach them because the flames were 
spreading rapidly and we could not 
stand the heat.” said Tobias Ron an. 
an orphanage worker. 

A teacher at the orphanage said: 
"I w as able to get eignt children out 
from one of the rooms, but three 


others were left behind. I don’t 
know what happened to them." 

The orphanage also cared at night 
for children of working parents, who 
wept outside while they united for 
word of their children. 

"He was my only joy." said Ana- 
bel Sambriano. 21 .whose 9-month- 
old boy died in the blaze. "I heard 
about the fire on the radio and 
rushed here, but it was too late. I 
want my baby." 

But the children who came out 
alive appeared to be little affected. 
Some played on sheets of cardboard 
spread our. in the quadrangle of the 
orphanage, while others slept. 

President Joseph Esrrada visited 
the gutted buildings Thursday af- 
ternoon and pledged to help the 
orphanage recover. 

"I will raise funds personally." 
he said. "I will do everything l can 
to rebuild this place." 

Faulty equipment or lax enforce- 
ment of fire regulations are respon- 
sible for many deadly fires in the 
Philippines. In Mav 1998. a fire at 
the Lung Center of the Philippines 
in Quezon City, part of metropolitan 
Manila, killed 25 people and dev- 
astated the government-run hospit- 
al. Two years earlier, a fire at the 
Ozone Disco in the same suburb 
killed 162 people. iAP. Renters) 
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Hindus Smash Up Movie Theater <| 


NEW DELHI — Hindu nationalists smashed windows and 
marquees at a movie theater, angry about the showing of a 
movie including lesbian scenes and themes challenging Indian 
family traditions- , ‘ 

The half-dozen men and women also' trashed a restaurant 
.next door to the Regal Theater in New Delhi's Connaught 
Circus business district. - ' • - • 

No one was injured, and die vandals were blocked from 
entering the hall where the movie “Fire" was show ing to a 

full house. • . . . , 

Reporters had been warned of the attack by activists from 
Shiv Sena, a Hindu nationalist political party allied- with the. 
governing Bharatiya Janata Party*. 

The film takes on issues rarely addressed in India: including 
rite plight of women in tradition-minded families who are 
expected to suppress their desires while serving their hus-. 
bands and elders. ■ 

Homosexuality also is rarely discussed in India. - . tAP\ 
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Witness Levels Charges at Anwar^g j | j jyj | * 






SMILE! A student backing up to get all his fellow protesters 
into a picture as thousands demonstrated Thursday in 
Jakarta for reforms. Indonesia announced legislative elections 
for June 7 and an assembly vote for president on Aug. 29. 


Clinton Lays Down Conditions to Pakistan 


By Thomas W. Lippman 
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WASHINGTON — Prime Min- 
ister Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan went 
to the White House seeking a sub- 
stantial upgrade in relations w iih the 
United States, but by U.S. accounts 
he has come away with little. 

President BilfClinton told Mr. 
Sharif that Washington u anred fur- 
ther commitments that Pakistan 
would refrain from testing and de- 
ploying nuclear weapons, wanted 
more cooperation on apprehending 
the suspected terrorist Osama bin 
Laden, who is in Afghanistan, and 
wanted progress on breaking the 
Taleban militia's grip on Afghan- 
istan before extending economic 
and military ties with" Islamabad, 
senior U.S. officials said. 

In addition. Mr. Clinton said he 
could not satisfy Pakistani appeals 
for U.S. intervention to help resolve 
the decades-old conflict between 
Pakistan and India over Kashmir, the 


border region that represents the most 
volatile flashpoint in South Asia. 

"I've enjoyed my opportunities 
to work with the parties in the 
Middle East and Northern Ireland." 
the president said, "but it only 
works when both parties wish the 
United States to be involved. Oth- 
erwise we can ’t be effective. ' ' India, 
which insists that Kashmir is an 
integral pan of India, has rejected 
outside mediation. 

The fact that Mr. Sharif was in 
Washington at all and had what he 
called a "positive" meeting shows 
that relations between the United 
Slates and Pakistan have stabilized 
since Pakistan rebuffed U.S. en- 
treaties last spring and followed In- 
dia in conducting underground nu- 
clear weapons tests. 

Mr. Clinton imposed mandatory 
economic sanctions on both coun- 
tries. organized international con- 
demnation of the tests and canceled 
a trip to the region. 

Since then, however. Pakistan 


and India have promised to sign the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, 
the major nonproliferation goal of 
the Clinton administration, by 
September. According to senior of- 
ficials. they also have refrained from 
■' weapon izing" nuclear warheads 
by installing~them on missiles or 
bombers. 

To reward these steps and en- 
courage more. Mr. Clinton lifted 
some of the economic sanctions on 
both countries, and authorized a re- 
sumption of military training in the 
United States for Pakistani officers 
for the first time in a decade. 

"We value our friendship with 
Pakistan very much." Mr. Clinton 
told Mr. Sharif when they met Wed- 
nesday. "I also want ro be sup- 
portive in any way that we can to 
help the economy of Pakistan to 
grow, to benefit ordinary citizens of 
your country.” 

He said Mr. Sharif * ‘deserves a lot 
of credit" for his willingness to re- 
sume direct talks with India. 


Pakistan's rival and enemy since the 
two nations were carved out of Brit- 
ish India in 1947. 

Despite those encouraging 
words, senior officials emphasized 
that the president made no new com- 
mitments to Pakistan and that fur- 
ther expansion of economic and mil- 
itary ties depended on developments 
in Islamabad. 

Most military ties to Pakistan ate 
prohibited by U.S. law because of 
Pakistan's nuclear weapons devel- 
opment program. Assistant Secre- 
tary of State Karl (Rick) Inderfurth 
said, "The president reaffirmed our 
view that more progress needed to 
be made on these issues before we 
would be in a position to remove all 
of the sanctions that bad been put on 
Pakistan in the wake of the test.” 

Mr. Inderfurth said Mr. Clinton 
and Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright also had told Mr. Sharif 
that they wanted a clean break in 
Pakistan's relations with the ex- 
tremist Taleban in Afghanistan. 


KUALA LUMPUR — Using intimidation and surxeil- v J 
lance. Malaysia's former deputy prime minister blocked ah 4 * 

employee from cooperating with a police probe into the 
minister’s sex-life, a witness told a courr Thu rsday . 

Azizan Abu Bakar, a former driver for the wife of Anwar 
Ibrahim, the jailed minister, said lie was frequently called by 
Mr. Anwar and ordered to hinder police investigations into 
allegations contained in a book. 

The probe into accusations in "Fifty Reasons Why Anuar 
Ibrahim Cannot Become Prime Minister” became die' basis 
for the 10 charges of corruption and illegal sex for which Mr. 

Anwar is being tried. 

Mr. Anwar denies the charges, saying they were trumped up 
by those who felt his calls for political reform threatened the 
1 7-year rule of his former boss. Prime Minister Mahathir bin 
Mohamad. The book, written by a former rabloid editor. 

Khaiid Jafrt catalogs a siring of alleged sexual improprieties ^ 
by Mr. Anwar while he was in office. • ^ 

Mr. Mahathir fired Mr. Anwar on SepL 2. saying he 
determined that Mr. Anwar was morally unfit for office, 
firing led to dozens of massive anti-government protests f 
Kuala Lumpur. f.-VPi .-j 
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An Internet Crackdown in China 


■ *.j 


SHANGHAI — A computer entrepreneur charged with ^ 
subversion for giving away- Chinese e-mail addresses to an... 
Internet-based democracy magazine is to go on trial Friday in r J. 
a courtroom closed to the public and reporters. . s - 

Lin Hai, 30. is accused of "inciting the overthrow of state 
power" by giving 30,000 addresses to *‘VtP Reference. " 
pro-democracy journal published by dissidents abroad. 

The case highlights China's efforts to police the Internet . 
with the same intensity it has used to try to silence other forms 
of political dissent. (APi 
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Australia Hunts a Letter Bomber 



WISH SOMEONE THE BEST OF HEALTH 

Visit world's first and only specialized condom shop: 

CONDOMEKDE HEX GULDEN VUES®™ 

Wholesale. Retail and Worldwide Mail Order 
Warjnoesstraat 141 Amsterdam The Netherlands, Europe 
opening hours: Mon/Sat 11:00 till 18:00 
Tel: »31-20l 6274174 - Fa z: 131-20) 6389265 
E-Mail: coodorns@condoinerie.oom 
or visit our Website: http7Avww.condomerie.com 
CONDOMERIE: WORLDWIDE CONDOM SPECIALISTS™ 


CANBERRA — Australian police said Thursday that they 
were hunting a disgruntled former tax worker after uncovering 
the 26th letter bomb in a bizarre terror campaign: 

The latest bomb was found in Queensland state. 

On Wednesday, police said they had found 25 of the small, 
identical packages. Two postal workers were slightly hurl 
when one package exploded in a Canberra sorting room. Mi 
Most or the packages were found in the Canberra mad™ 
sorting room, addressed to the homes of senior tax collectors. • - 
Another two bombs were discovered in Sydney', t Reuters ) 


North Korea Goes on War Alert 


SEOUL — North Korean media On Thursday said the 
Communist nation's military was -ready for war- with the 
United Stales if a dispute over nuclear inspections comes to 
blows. • ' \ : - 

The North 's official Korean Central News Agency said its ' 
soldiers and civilians were "on full alert for war/ ' 

North Korea typically sends out belligerent rhetoric, es- 
pecially when it enters important talks with Washington^ 

The United States and North Korea are set to resume talks 
’ Friday about inspections of an underground North Korean site 
suspected of being, used to produce mfclear weapons. r; 
Washington demands unconditional inspections of die 
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North's underground project. But North Korea has asked-A 
Washington to pay $300 million to inspect the site." T APjtf 
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Executive Education 


THIS DECEMBER 


Visions 
of Europe 


APPEARING IN 


TIME FORTUNE ON 


Will Europeans accept an ever more 
integrated Europe’ Or will nationalism 
prevail? What kind of future for Europe is 
being shaped by the cultural, social, 
political and economic forces emerging 
today 7 How will European governments 
and businesses, and people in their 
everyday lives, manage the changes’ 


To answer these questions and more. 
Time Warner is launching, for the entire 
month of December, rts first-ever 
integrated, cross- media, pan-European 
editorial programme: Visions of Europa 
It will include an entire special 
issue of TIME Magazine, out December 
10th. An extensive feature in FORTUNE 


Magazine in its December, year-end issue. 
Dedicated programming for one week, 
7-12th December on CNN international. 
And a visionary website by Time Inc 
New Media, www.vrsicnsof 5 urope.com 
ioin us this December to see, read, 
hear and downlead a forward-looking 
vision on the future of Europe. 
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EUROPE 


By Janies F. Clarity' 

• New York Tones Service 


BELFAST After a day of nego- 
tiations and statements that compromise 
was imminent, Protestant and RomaiL 
Catholic leaders apparently failed Thurs- 
day to agree on sevejalimpofrtant issues 
in the Northern Ireland peace effort. 

Agreement^ that on Thursday morn- 
ing woe said to have been ‘all' but 
clinched began unraveling tiy. Thursday 
evening. The damage to the effort by the 
new Northern Ireland Assembly to en- 
act the provisions of thie peace agree- 
ment approved in the spring was serious 
but not necessarily fatal. , The failure 
leaves the peace effort stalled, as ft has 
been for months. 

The members of the new NcflThern Ire- 
land Assembly had apparentlybeeo dose 


to agreemg rin 'gomtHnental structures 
designed, to . give tins British province's 
minority Catholics more power. 

In addition to the ' matters that were 
left ~ Thursday, the chief 

obstacle in the peace effort re maine d 
unsolved: the ifisaimamcnt of the Irish 

^fhere was*no , i mm e diat e word on 
whether die talks would continue Fri- 
day. But officials said this was unlikely 
and that there would be no progress for 
the rest of the year. 

There had nearly been agreement on 
some of the new governmental stfuc- 


& 


approved in the spring to end 29 years of 

sectariiui warfare in Northern Ireland. 

“It is progress inch by inch,” said 
David Trimble, the first ramisier of the 
new Northern Ireland Assembly, who is 


also the Protestant leader of the Ulster 
Unionist Party. • . • • 

His- Catholic nationalist deputy. 
Seamus Malloo, said “significant pro- 
gress'' had been made. . 

But within hours reports began to 
issue from- the Assembly that Mr. 
Trimble had merwith Geny Adams,_foe 
presidafit .of Sinn Fein, foe political 
wmgbrtkelRA. .. . 

Mr. Trimble was said to have repeated 
his demand for a start to IRA disarm- 
ament before ifoowmg Smn Fein to take 

part folly in the Assembly's executive 
cabinet and in the North-South Mm - 
isterial Council, in which Northern Ire- 
land and foe Irish Republic are to co- 
operate. Mr. Adams's reply was not 
imme diately known. Bathe has pomted 
out repesuetfly foatthe peace agreement 
stipulates only that the IRA disarm be- 


fore May 2000. Mr. Trimble says it must 
begin long before then, preferably now. 

A provisional cabinet withoui Sinn 
Fein would be unacceptable to most 
Catholics in the North, who feel, alone 
with most Protestants, that the peace 
effort has been an attempt to bring Sinn 
Fein into mainstream politics in return 
for a finish to the IRA's military cam- 
paign to end British sovereignty here. 

The failure to compromise Thursday 
gave added importance to the visit of 
Mr. Trimble and Mr. Mallon to Wash- 
ington to meet President Bill Clinton 
this weekend. They are expected to dis- 
cuss the disarmament problem. Former 
Senator George Mitchell, who led talks 
that produced the peace agreement, is 
flkfl to report to the White House on 
discussions be bad on Monday with 
Northern Ireland political leaders. 


Euro MPs Vote 
To Give Selves 
Equal Salaries 

By Barry James 

UerJJTnjmw 


David Trimble, first minister in the 
new Northern Ireland Assembly, 
between talks Thursday in Belfast. 
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Blair and Chirac Sketch Defense Pact 

Cooperation Talks Aim at Giving EtJ a Military Role Within NATO 


By Joseph Fitichett . 

Iruema liana! Herald Tribune 


PARIS — Guidelines for French- 
Britisb military cooperation in future 
international emergencies were bring 
readied Thursday for approval by Pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac and Prime. Min- 
ister Tony Blair in talks framing a joint 
defense initiative, in time for the mid-. 
December summit meeting of the Euro- 
pean Union, its iastbeforC launching the 
srje European currency. 

-.^ne two leaders were meeting in foe 
French port of Saint-Malo, qnce a lair of 
17th-century Frenchprivateers preying 
on British vessels and therefore a nicely 
symbolic venue .for the 1 two govern- 
ments to 'reconcile their differences on 
how Europe should organize its foreign 
and defense, policies, Jnthe two-day 
session, involving large ministerial del- 
egations, foe. two sides were going to 
continue hammering ,pat .a .European 
milihuy mle foal fits — and possibly 
strengthens — NATO as foa backbone 
of security in Enroife* officials said. 

Signs of a breakforonghbeAween Lon- 


don and Paris on defense cooperation 
have raised both hopes and anxieties in. 
neighboring countries about foe impact 
of the nhangfts on their own positions. 

- Thecore on which France and Britain 
have agreed, officials said, is that foe 
■main security responsibility for Europe 
ghftrilH remain with NATO while foe 
European allies would strengthen in- 
stitutional arrangements for acting to- 
gether militarily m peacekeeping and 
other contingencies that did not require 
U.S. involvement. In practice, this 
would usually require help. from Wash- 
ington to lend U.S. transport aircraft and 

share intelligence information. 

“Ftance tsinks foe EU should have a 
ca pacit y to evaluate, to decide and in- 
tervene in crisis situations^ naturally 
with total agre ement and cooperation 
wifo foe Atlantic altiaoce,” foe French 
foreign minister, Hubert Vedrine. said 
Thursday after a working session the 
previous day involving his British coun- 
terpart, Robin Cook, together with foe 
two countries' defense ministers. 

. Thin approach — stre amlinin g Enfo- 
pean defense cooperation, extending the 


; EbUCATION 

Appear* every MoroJay hi/titc JatqrmikeL To wKeHa^vwitiH SuralrWrnJ«* 
oryn»tr nraraO lirToltioeiiefopreBentiilivr. • 




political authority of the EU into mil- 
itary affairs and inaugurating a security 
dialogue between the EU and NATO — 
became possible when Mr. Blair said 
last month that Europe needed what 
diplomats call “a security and defense 
identity” of its own as the precondition 
for getting. European countries to de- 
velop their military capabilities. 

Giving a voice to EU stales about a 
miljtaiy response in crises would not 
affect France or Britain's determination 
to retain sole control of their nuclear 
weapons, Mr. Vedrine said. Nor does 
Britain intend to see the change weaken 
NATO’s authority or the U.S. leader- 
ship in foe alliance, officials said. 

But even foe limited shift could re- 
focus Europe’s stumbling efforts to de- 
velop mo dernized military power in the 
post-Crid War era, and Mr. Vedrine 
said that France could not afford to 
ignore the signal of a policy shift in 
London. “Much work remains to be 
done,” .be said. 

A big issue at the Saint-Malo talks 
will be the future shape of a Europe- 
wide defense industry. Britain’s British 
Aerospace add Germany’s Daimler- 
Chrysler Aerospace, both privately 
owned, are ready to merge, but France 
wants that step to be delayed until foe 
emerging French conglomerate around 
Matraand Aerospatiale can reduce state 
ownership enough to be accepted into 
the partnership. 

■ Institutional issues — such as foe 
place of neutrals in the proposed new 
arrangement^ - — will also -nave to be 
negotiated. 


8 Ethnic Albanians 
Die in Border Clash 

BELGRADE — In the worst breach 
of foe Kosovo cease-fire, Yugoslav 
border guards killed eight ethnic Al- 
banians on Thursday. Meanwhile, a 
U.S. envoy sought to persuade Serbs to 
accept a peace plan before the province 
plunges into renewed war. 

Several other armed incidents were 
reported Thursday as the U.S. envoy 
to Kosovo, Christopher Hill, presen- 
ted President Milan Miluiinovic of 
Serbia with a revised draft plan for the 
future of Kosovo. Mr. Hill cited some 
progress toward a permanent peace, 
but warned that rime was at a premi- 
um because of fears that fighting, now 1 
at a lull, could resume by spring. 

The eight armed ethnic Albanians 
were killed near the town of Prizren 
when nine of them fired on Yugoslav 
soldiers guarding the border with Al- 
bania, die pro-government Serbian 
Media Center said. tAPi 

A Nazi-Era Laborer 
Is Denied Payments 

COLOGNE — A German court on 
Thursday overturned a landmark rul- 
ing that a Nazi -era slave laborer was 
entitled to compensation from the 
government. 

The state court in Cologne rejected 
foe claim of Rywka Merin, a Pole who 
emigrated to Israel in foe 1960s. along 
with those of 20 other Jewish former 
slave laborers who had worked in the 


Au>chw ilz concern ration camp. 
Judge Hans- Peter Prior ruled thai 
Genranv’s compen*'Jtion Saw tor the 
\ :ci:ms of N azj*»m did no*, include any 
provision for payments purely for 
siave labor. Victims could, however, 
cl e in - , for m&I:re*tmer.t they suffered 
while working as slave laborers. 

The court’s rJina v.a* a setback to 
campaigners who want Bonn to pay 
compensation for *iavc labor. They 
had hailed a ruhnu bv a Bonn court in 
November 1997 thai Miss Mcnn was 
end! led :c* compensation. * Usurers t 

Turk Won't 'Give hi 
To Coalition Hurdles 

ANKARA — The Turkish prime 
minister-designate. Bulem Eccvil ac- 
knowledged Thursday foal he faced 
serious problems in pulling together 
rival parties to save T urkey from crisis. 
At foe same time, however, he de- 
clared. "1 don't give in so easily.’' 

“I believe a result will come out of 
this Parliament w ithout turning a gov- 
ernment problem into a crisis." Mr. 
Ecevit told deputies ot his Democratic 
Left Party . On Wednesday. President 
Suleyman Demirel invited Mr. Ecevit 
to form a cabinet. But he must over- 
come intense and deep-seated personal 
rivalries if he is to succeed. 

Mr. Ecevit said he was focusing his 
efforts on bringing together foe two 
main conservative panics — the 
Motherland Party led by the outgoing 
prime minister. Mesut Yilmaz. and 
the True Path Party of Tansu Ciller, 
another former prime minister. 

(Reuters) 


BRUSSELS — The European Par- 
liament voted in favor of giving its mem- 
bers an independent statute along with a 
common salary and other conditions, on 
Thursdav. ending foe practice of paying 
them foe same as members of foe national 
assemblies in tbeir home countries. 

The statute must be unanimously ap- 
proved by heads of state and govern- 
ment at iheir summit meeting in V icnna 
at foe end of next week. 

The decision to give all members a 
monthly salary of 5.677 euros fS4.S94) 
will mean that many of the legislators 
will receive substantial increases. Mem- 
bers from Italy. Germany and Austria, 
who earn more than the proposed salary, 
will be allowed to keep their higher pay 
for a further five-year term if they arc re- 
elecied in June. Bui newly elected mem- 
bers from foose countries will be paid 
the same as everyone else. 

The proposal could face difficulties at 
i he summit meeting, because it means 
that members from several countries 
will earn more, in some cases consid- 
erably more, than legislators at home. 

Salaries at present range from foe 
-> 828 Ecus (52.437/ paid to Spanish 
members to the 9.635 Ecus earned by- 
Italians. 

Willi Rothley. the German member 
who drafted foe bill, said the proposed 
salary- was “not particularly high nor 
particularly low.” It was arrived at by 
adding foe iota! salary bill of all mem- 
bers and dividing it by foe 626 seats. 

Members wilf receive a fixed amount 
for expenses and staff under foe proposal, 
and will have to produce receipts for 
travel to and from their constituencies. 

The salary disparities have led to a 
series of embarrassing news reports 
about members’ making up their pay by- 
charging for trips they never made and 
pocketing money earmarked for staff 
support. 

Along with a common salary, mem- 
bers will have to pay European income 
lax, like members of foe European Com- 
mission. foe EU’s executive, and other 
community bodies. They will also be 
entitled to a pension from foe age of 60. 

The bill was opposed by some mem- 
bers because they said it made members 
employees of foe EU. 

•’British members of the European 
Parliament do not work for the Euro- 
pean Union,” said a British Conser- 
vative, Edward McMillan Scott. “Con- 
servative Euro- MPs work for the British 
people, and should be paid by the British 
people.” 
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A War of Words and a War of Stones 

Clashes Erupt as Netanyahu and Arafat Trade Blame Over Delays 



V^ac FiaiM-Prcv«: 

Prime Minister Netanyahu says the 
peace process is near a breakdown. 



CiayataJ/n i ‘hi Surf Fnmi DuftAin 

JERUSALEM — Israelis and Pal- 
estinians clashed on Jerusalem's streets 
on Thursday while their leaders fought 
on the battlefield of public opinion. 

The Israeli police said six policemen 
and three civilians were hurt in scanered 
skirmishes in Arab East Jerusalem. The 
police arrested 19 demonstrators. 

Hie protests followed the killing of a 
Palestinian on Wednesday in an attack 
that Israeli police said may have been the 
work of a Jewish serial killer. 

On the political front. Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu lashed out at the 
Palestinian Authority, saying incitement 
of “lynch mobs“ against Israelis had 
pushed Middle East 'peacemaking to a 
near breakdown. 

Mr. Netanyahu accused Palestinian 
leaders of orchestrating an assault on 
two Israeli citizens in the West Bank on 
Wednesday in an effort to force Israel to 
free Palestinian political prisoners. 

Both Israelis were lightly injured. 
Scenes of the attack were repeatedly 
broadcast on Israeli television. 

“This was organized, orchestrated. 


Pollard Clemency Studied 

Clinton Asks Top Aides for Guidance About Spy 


By James Risen 

iVfK- York Tunes Service 


WASHINGTON — The White 
House has asked the government's top 
law enforcement and intelligence of- 
ficials and key cabinet members ro re- 
commend by early next month whether 
President Bill Clinton should grant 
clemency to Jonathan Pollard, the 
former U.S. Navy analyst who was con- 


Adultery Costs 
A U.S. Admiral 
Some of Pension 


By Frank Brum 

/Vcn lurk Tunes Service 


WASHINGTON — A one-star navy 
admiral has accepted a finding of guilt on 
charges that he improperly steered mil- 
itary contracts to his partner in an adul- 
terous affair. He agreed to early retire- 
ment at a substantially reduced pension 
and to penalties including 30 days of 
house arrest, navy officials said. 

The officer. Rear Admiral John Scudi. 
54, effectively pleaded no contest Wed- 
nesday to the charges at a closed ad- 
ministrative hearing in Norfolk. Virgin- 
ia, which was a less severe alternative to 
a criminal investigation and precluded 
any possibility of a court-martial and 
prison sentence. 

The accusations against Admiral 
Scudi. who has served in the navy for 
more than three decades, followed a 
string of high-profile adultery cases in 
the armed forces in recent years and 
heated debates over the military's han- 
dling of accusations of adultery. 

Commander John Singley. a navy 
spokesman in Norfolk, stressed the 
severe financial toll of Admiral Scudi s 
agreement to request a retirement at the 
rank of captain us opposed to admiral. If 
the secretary of the navy approves that 
request — a formality at this point — 
Admiral Scudi s annual pension of 
£60.240 would be S 17.700 less than he 
might otherwise have received. 

“This is hardly a slap on the wrist," 
Commander Singley said. “This rep- 
resents a significant economic loss." 

But Robert Maginnis. a retired army 
colonel who works as a senior policy 
adviser for the Family Research Council, 
a conservative group, said that the private 
administrative hearing was a convenient, 
easy way for the navy to deflect further 
attention and humiliation. 

“It’s a black eye removed, and this 
guy gets ofF fairly lightly,” Colonel Ma- 
ginnis said. “I think it’s very light. The 
navy is setting another bad precedent by 
demonstrating that the higher up you are. 
the less accountable you are." 

Colonel Maginnis said he was speaking 
in particular about accusations that Ad- 
miral Scudi, who worked at the navy’s 
headquarters in the Pentagon as the di- 
rector of the its offices of privatization and 
base management, steered $150,000 in 
contracts over several years to a woman 
with whom he was having an adulterous 
affair. Admiral Scudi is married. 


victed of spying for Israel, administra- 
tion officials said. 

in a sign that Mr. Clinton may decide 
quickly if he should give in to Israeli 
pressure ro release Mr. Pollard, the 
White House counsel. Charles Ruff, has 
sent a letter to George Tenet, the director 
of central intelligence. Attorney General 
Janet Reno, Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and Defense Sec- 
retary William Cohen asking for their 
views on the Pollard case by Jan. 1 1 . 

Mr. Tenet has already made clear his 
fierce opposition u> clemency for Mr. 
Pollard. In the past, the Justice. Defense 
and State departments have joined the 
CIA in opposing clemency. 

A White House spokesman. David 
Leavy. cautioned that while Mr. Clinton 
planned to make a final decision on the 
case in a “timely manner," he had not 
set a deadline. 

The president is scheduled to travel to 
Israel and Gaza this month to discuss the 
Middle East peace effort in separate 
meetings with Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu of Israel and the Palestinian 
leader, Y asser Arafat. He seems likely to 
be confronted with further questions 
from the Israelis about the Pollard case 
during his visit. 

The case became a central issue in the 
peace talks held at the Wye Plantation in 
Maryland in October. On the last of nine 
days of strenuous negotiations. Mr. Net- 
anyahu demanded Mr. Pollard’s release 
in exchange for his support for an agree- 
ment 

But Mr. Tenet, reflecting the views of 
the intelligence community, strongly op- 
posed Mr. Pollard's release, and made it 
clear to the president that he would 
resign if Mr. Clinton gave in to the Israeli 
demand, according to several admin- 
istration officials. 

In the end. Mr. Clinton rejected Mr. 
Netanyahu's demand and agreed only to 
review the case again. 

Mr. Pollard's status has become a 
recurring issue in American-Israeli re- 
lations in recent years, one that is raised 
at almost every opportunity by Israeli 
leaders. Mr. Pollard was arrested in 1985 
after spying for Israel for at least 18 
months. In 1987. he pleaded guilty and 
was sentenced to life in prison. 

He was a prolific spy. handing over 
thousands of classified documents to 
Israel, often taking bundles of them out 
of the office on weekends so they could 
be copied by Israeli agents and then 
returned on Monday so they would qoi 
be missed. 

Intelligence and law enforcement of- 
ficials argue that he betrayed more secret 
documents than almost any other spy in 
recent American history . 

Much of the most sensitive intelli- 
gence he turned over to the Israelis in- 
volved Soviet weapons systems, mate- 
rial (hat had been gleaned from spies 
working for the United States in Russia. 

While Mr. Pollard argued that he was 
spying for an ally that deserved intel- 
ligence it had been denied unfairly. 
American officials have never been cer- 
tain whether any of the information he 
gave Israel was in turn provided to Mos- 
cow, which had its own spies in the 
Israeli government during the 1980s. 

Under pressure from Israel, Mr. Clin- 
ton has reviewed the case twice before, 
once in 1 993 and again in 1996. 


planned in advance and fomented by the 
Palestinian Authority." Mr. Netanyahu 
said. “The Palestinians have to stop 
inciting their people." 

The Israeli cabinet has also demanded 
that the Palestinians pledge not to de- 
clare an independent state unilaterally 
next May and publicly state that Israel 
had never agreed to free Palestinian pris- 
oners with “blood on their hands.” 

Otherwise, Israel said, it woald not 
proceed with West Bank troop with- 
drawals agreed to under the Wye accord 
signed in October. 

The Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat, 
countered that the new Israeli cabinet 
conditions violated the accord. 

"This is an attempt to avoid honest 
and accurate implementation of what 
was agreed upon.” Mr. Arafat said in the 
self-ruled Gaza Strip. A Palestinian ne- 
gotiator. Nabil Shaath, declared the Is- 
raeli conditions “null and void.” 

Both wars — of words and stones — 
underscored the difficulties facing Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton ahead of his Dec. 12- 
15 visit to Israel and Palestinian-mled 
territory. The U.S. State Department has 
rebuffed the Israeli demands, saying it 
was “inappropriate to add new con- 
ditions to the implementation of this 
agreement " 

~ But Mr. Netanyahu put the blame on 
the Palestinians. 

"We have a process that is broken 
down on the Palestinian side." he said 
before meeting with the U.S. secretary of 
health and human services. Donna 
Shalala. 1 'For it to continue on the Israeli 
side, it has to be repaired on the Pal- 
estinian side." 

“We are not to be made fools,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 

The cabinet conditions appeared to 
have helped Mr. Netanyahu keep rightist 
coalition partners, who oppose territorial 
concessions in the West Bank, from 
leaving the government. 

Mr. Netanyahu also offered the hard- 
line leader of the National Religious 
Party, Education Minister Yitzhak Levy, 
a seat in his innermost national security 
forum. Mr. Levy will join Mr. Netan- 
yahu, Defense Minister Yitzhak Mor- 
dechai. Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon 
and Trade and Industry Minister Natan 
Sharansky in the policy-malting group. 

Mr. Sharon was scheduled to travel to 
Washington late Saturday for talks with 
U.S. officials, while the U.S. Middle 
East envoy. Dennis Ross, was expected 
in Israel over the weekend. 

Mr. Netanyahu met with former For- 
eign Minister David Levy, a relative 
dove, in a bid to woo him back into the 
cabinet. It was unclear if or when Mr. 
Levy, who wants to be finance minister, 
would return. 

Before a crucial Parliament vote 
Monday over whether to call early elec- 
tions. the decision to freeze the peace 
process has brought rightists back into 
Mr. Netanyahu's fold. Members of the 
National Religious Party said they 
would now vote with Mr. Netanyahu and 
block attempts to end his administration 
prematurely. Supporters of the bill said 
they might delay the vote because they 
no longer had a majority. 

The Palestinians appealed to the 
United States for help, and Mr. Arafat 
said Thursday that Mr. Netanyahu was 
“violating completely" the Wye agree- 
ment. 

The U.S. State Department spokes- 
man, James Rubin, rejected the Israeli 
conditions, saying that the land-for-se- • 
curity agreement “should be implemen- 
ted as signed.” (Reuters. A Pi 


Undercover Israeli police officers arresting Palestinians during protests in Arab East Jerusalem on Th ursda y^ 
Riots continued for a second following the murder Wednesday of an Arab resident by a suspected Jewish mfl& a it . 

Annan to Meet Gadhafi on Lockerbie 




C<xrptlnJ tn Ota SvffFrttn Dtipuscbrs 

TUNIS — The United Nations sec- 
retary-general, Kofi A nnan , has said that 
he will meet with the Libyan leader, 
Colonel Moammar Gadhafi. on Satur- 
day to try To close the deal for the sur- 
render of two suspects to stand trial in 
the Netherlands for the 1988 Lockerbie 
bombing. 

"Yes, I will go to Libya on Sat- 
urday," Mr. Annan said after meeting 
Foreign Minister Said Ben Mustapha of 
Tunisia. “We are going to look at solu- 
tions to the problem." Asked if he would 
meet Colonel Gadhafi, Mr. Annan said: 
“Yes, I believe so." 

Mr. Annan’s mission to Libya, which 
comes within days of the 10th an- 
niversary of the explosion of a jetliner 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, that killed 270 
people, could mark the end in the long 


quest by the United States and Britain to 
bring the alleged perpetrators to justice. 

By cooperating with the United Na- 
tions, Colonel Gadhafi could also obtain 
a long-sought goal: the suspension of the 
UN sanctions that have barred air travel 
to and from Libya since 1992. 

.. Libya has been under UN sanctions, 
including a flight ban. since 1992 for its 
refusal to hand over the two suspects. 

Diplomats said that after weeks of 
talks with Libyan lawyers, the surrender 
of the. two suspects looked more likely. 

- Libya has agreed to put its two na- 
tionals, Abdel Basset Ali Megrahi and 
Lamen Khalifa Fhimah, on trial in the 
Netherlands. But it has refused British 
aad U.S. demands that they serve their 
sentence in Scotland if convicted. 

“It’s not a done deal' yet. but' it's 
close," a diplomat said. • 



Rights Group Faults U.S. and EU 


The As* rioted Press 

WASHINGTON — The largest 
.U.S. -based .human rights organiza- 
tion. Human Rights Watch, said 
Thursday that the Clinton adminis- 
tration had "large blind spots” about 
human rights, ignoring abuses in 
many countries, and was “severely 
out of step with most of the rest of the 
world” on major issues. 

The group, which monitors con- 
ditions everywhere from offices in 10 
countries, praised Kofi Annan for 
showing “a greater commitment to 
human rights than any other UN sec- 
retary-general." But it had harsh 
words for several governments in its 
1999 annual re pen and accused both 
the United States and the European 
Union of failures and inconsistencies. 

The report reserves some of its 


toughest criticism for the U.S. gov- 
ernment forsening a bad example in its 
reluctance to join major international 
treaties on land -nines and the setting 
up of a permanent international crim- 
inal court. By refusing to sanction the 
court. “Washington revealed -itself 
once more to be severely out of step 
with most of the rest of the world," the 
report said. Fearing U .S . soldiers might 
be the target of politically motivated 
charges, the United States refused to 
sign without the option of vetoing the 
prosecution of any American citizen. 

While praising the European Union 
for conditioning aid and trade pref- 
erences on respect for human rights, 
the report said the EU applied its 
policies inconsistently and was slow 
in responding to crises because of its 
practice of requiring a consensus. 


A Libyan statement on 
denied a report that Colonel Gadhafi 1 
changed his mind over the triM. ' 
“Libya has already announced its ac- 
ceptance of putting its two nationals® 
trial at a court in the Netherlands. “said 
the statement, carried by the official 
JANA press agency. “It has expressed 
its willingness to enter into negotiations 
with the concerned parties either direedy 
or through the UN secretary-general 
over arrangements for this trial’ - 
In London, a Foreign Office spokes- 
man told journalists on Wednesday that 
Britain had promised Tripoli unrestric- 
ted consular access to the two men if 
they were jailed in Scoiland. 

But Britain insists a U.S.-British plan 
to try the suspects before a special court 
of Scottish judges in the Netherlands is 
non-negotiable. • (Reuters. LAT) 
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TAIWAN: Rapidly Going Its Own Way 


Continued from Page 1 

Ties between the two sides improved. 

Today, more than 200,000 Taiwanese 
live in China; there's a wailing list eight 
years long for mainland brides to emig- 
rate to Taiwan. This island's companies 
have invested more than S30 billion in 
45.000 enterprises in China: and China 
is Taiwan 's biggest export market after 
the United States. 

But years of increased familiarity and 
close trade ties have actually magnified 
Taiwan's alienarion from China. This 
island buzzed with talk about unification 
in the 19S0s: it is unheard of today. 

Nelson Chang. 46, is the scion of a 
prominent family of businessmen hail- 
ing from Zhejiang Province along 
China's central coast. He professes a 
deep attachment to Chinese culture. 

"When 1 first went back to the main- 
land to visit my grandparents' graves I 
was very, very excited." said Mr. 
Chang, who was educated at Princeton 
and is president of a Taiwanese cement 


RUMELI CIMENTO 
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• 8,000 Metric Tones of Sack krafl shall be purchased 
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company that invests in China. "Butask 
me now if I want to live in my home- 
town, and the answer is no." 

Beijing’s military exercises in 1996 
and the lobbing of several missiles over 
Taiwanese territory during Taiwan’s 
first-ever direct presidential elections 
timber alienated Taiwan from China. 
China's continued insistence that it will 
invade Taiwan if the island declares 
independence has not helped, either. \ 

“My father fought those Communists 
in the 1940s and my husband is a pilot in. 
the air force, ’ * said Gao Yen-chieo, 45, a-, 
mother of two who turned out Thursday » 
night for a Nationalist Party rally. “So I 
guess we’re supposed to want unifi- 
cation. But I’m not ready to unite with 
them if they think they can buliy us. This 
is my home." 

The main catalyst of Taiwan’s sep- 
aration from China has been 12 years of 
a multiparty system that has created one 
of Asia's most dynamic democracies, 
complete with civic organizations sup- 
porting everything from breast-feeding 
to gay and lesbian rights. 

Interviews across this island — with 
businessmen, high school students, 
anises and politicians — in the runup to 
the vote reveal a vibrant culture that is no 
longer as desperate to define itself as it 
was in the early days of its democracy. 

Others added that despite election rhet- 
oric to the contrary, Taiwan has made 
great strides in the past 10 years in 
bridging the divide between the 15 per- 
cent of its population made up of families 
that originated on the mainland and fled to 
this island after the Communist victory 
and the majority who lived here before." 

Ten years ago. the choices were srark 
for Taiwan's people: You were either a 
Chinese and favored unification with the 
mainland or a Taiwanese and backed 
independence. Today. Taiwan’s people 
appear comfortable with being Olinese 
and Taiwanese. And that duality is bad 
new s for Beijing, 

Yang Cbeng-yen. 31. is a playwright 
and part of a circle of young Taiwanese 
artists that pushed for the creation of a 
separate Taiwanese culture. Two years 
ago. she went to New York University to 
study' finance. When she returned to Tai- 
wan last year she no longer backed in- 
dependence for Taiwan. She has joined 
the ever-expanding political center. 

"In New York. 1 realized that most of 



Nigeria Discloses M 
$2 Billion Fraud 

. < • i . • 

LAGOS — Two former cabinet min- 
isters and a family member of the e* : 
dictator Sard Abacha defrauded Nigeria 
of about $2 billion by buying and re- 
selling debt payments on a Russian-built 
steel plant, Nigerian officials said. 

- The fraud allegation is the latest irra 
string of similar accusations linked to 
General Abacha. who was estimated to 
be worth from S3 billion to $6 billion 
when he suddenly died in early June, v . 

Mohammed Haruna, the chief press 
secretary to the head of state. General 
Abdulsalami Abubakar. said Tuesday 
that the Abacha family member andtflt 
ministers — none of whom were ru 

— committed the fraud through 
payments owed to Russia for itiefL 
finished Ajaokuta steel plant in northern 

Nigeria. . (4/9 

• 

Zimbabwe Fugitive • 
Meets Mandela 

JOHANNESBURG — South Africa 
and Zimbabwe were bn a potential coF. 
iision course over gay issues Thursday 
after President Nelson Mandela- mej. 
former President Canaan Banana of Z it 
mbabwe. who is a fugitive convictedid 
his country of sodomy. . 

.Mr. Banana, president of ZiiribaEifofc 
from 1980 to 1987, was convicted last 
week of sodomy and homosexual 
sauU. He.had been free on bail 
Zimbabwe for neighboring Bnpvana 
.shortly before his conviction. AftafiTJ- 
, [r _ - -- mbabwe requested Mr. Banana's extra- 

Ma Ying-jeou, Nationalist Party can- Botswana - he crossed Jito 

r " < f | T aip %'^ e a Pra^Robcn Mugabe 
temple m the capital on Thursday, abwe has begun a campaign against ho- 

the world was splitting up into smaller s T ng ft was brou^K » 

and smaller countries, 8 tinier, and tinier ^J^^esL He has Rafted 
ethnic groups.” shesaid. “Besides. Tai- f^™?<? 5tttners 35 tower than pig? 
wan doesn't need to declare indepen- • aogs ‘ '. MrJ 

deuce. Itaiready has it." 

fn Saturday’s elections, voters will 
choose legislators, county chiefs and 
two mayors. The mayor’s race in T 
between the incumbent,€hen Shut _ 

Aim _ A* Aigean* 

S22 ““ Pany - is mos ' p '~ 

Pundits have said the vote is sip- to „? arne 4 suspects two more 
nificanr because Mr. Chen has been an and l»fonner junta 

independence activist. He personally 
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wrote the clause in the charter of the 
Democratic Progressive Party advocat- 
ing Taiwanese independence. 

Some thinkers claim that a victory by 
Mr. Chen could cause instability in East 


Asia and force a change in U.S. 

: it would 
s voters have ad 


policy 

signify 


leader. , _ 

The decision by Judge’ Adolfo. -Bag- 
nasoo late Wednesday follows thc arrest 
ot the former chief of the navy. Emilio 
Massera, and another one-time junta 
chief Jorge Videla, in the last & 

\ “5 s * Th t °f e rivo are being held 10 
custody while the investigation 








v 


toward Taiwan because it would signify 
that Taiwan’s voters have adopted a 
devil-may-care attitude toward China’s 
threats to invade if independence is de- 
clared if Mr. Chpn wins, they say, he is 
poised to run for president in 2000 , 

Mr. Ma. born in Hong Kong to a family , h J rnal .*? B ignone to giveevi 
that had fled Cor 1 -— lfte ca* 5 mr ^ — j ■ * ■ 

represent a 
that favors 

A, victory by Mr. jrta, who studied law at 
Harvard and has served as justice min- 
ister, means that Taiwan has embraced 
stability, these theories go. . 


Judge Bagnasco called the fonder 
_ commander Cristino Nicolaides.. 
former navy commander I 
S^S! n ^ and ^ fonner junt __ 
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ES1DENT1AL REAL. ESTATE 


FOR EUROPE +44 171 420 0348 

X? FOR THE AMERICAS 1 -800 572 7212 
FOR ASIA +852 J 29gJ_1£2- 

SKI HOLIDAYS 


■ ker 


Tfafi .in.i ViTiiTitJTI 


ii-'i-rA iTi i 1 iT*'*'* 


H. Write to BB748.SS2T 

a, Frans. 


HOTEL SITE FOR SALE 300 roars 5 
sas hotel saeln prime laifcfc ane to 
Shanghai {PfiCj *tb Sconce reamed, 
Ptease cou tax (852) 2845-3879 \ 


French Provinces 


3 to 5-bedreoa CHALETS 
DaachEd or sanutetectel 
Direct Dmtopper 
Tflt t 33 {OK SO 95 3S 35 
Fac +33 m 50 85 94 34 


PROVENCE - LUBERON - Exctosmr 
prooerty 6 bedrooms, strimnteg pod, 
part. qwel. perfecf condition. 
Owner Tel/Fax. +33 I0J4 9072 4800. 
Weinafc rnmmaHnagiofiamn 


Riviera 


I'M Ili'lTa;! 


VUiEFRANCHE sur HER 
Basse ComictB land lor safe ■ 
excepWnaf beaten with txesfn&king 
new cm Cap Fens ad VBetancbe bay. 
10.000 sqm M n* agned 
Luting pomahxfTD sqm 
Ask lor Jean-Lie Pottos ft . 

PARK AGBiCE HTL 
Tj Park Palace' 25 bk fe la Costa 
MC 98000 MONACO. TeL 377 9797 3737 
Fat 377 97973738 mobfle 33607936669 
*ww f(Ctrt9tai'ojnc1eatefltaifc»ence 


CANNES CAUFORME -SEA VIEW 
Character vflb n calm restatal am, 
close ce«er loan. 300 SQjai. Iririg space 
on 3 mete. 9 mams. 100 sqjn teraca 
Greenery: 3,400 sqm. wMi yea . . 
potertd. CaietafcBrs houM. - - 
Lags garage FF-ts At Contact owner 
M*r 0pm on: *33 PM 92 98 00 73 


20 idns CANNES, nfti on 130D+ nun. 
180 sqm Mng space. 6 bedrooms or 
nta ExespSonai view-over saa, beauB- 
landscaped. torn terraces * prut 
700.000. Td +33 (Pf4 94 44 10 09 


ONLY S150JMO tox 'mad. a «W in 
Cannes Apartment 2 S*ttaMw+ Iraq 
68 sqm. sea Hew, wafting to ban* 8 . 
steps. soilh Hew. calm. OfOon dtoort 
& garage. Td owner *33 PH 8238 6990 


: CKAHPS BE MARS. B* ftprtmm, 
sumptuous 350 sqm. triple receptor. 
516 bedrooms, 4 bams. 5 tofeK 200 
sim garden raft ttees opentog on the 
park 2pataig8.TK+33fJ56 T«7 1805 


SUPER CANNES, owner sefc Piwfinal 
<r«a 145 sqm on (.400 sqm 
seaww. Mora butts A pod jxwfcte ■ 
. FF3 M Tel French *33 (OH 9399 6276 


HOUfiMS, ^tekoamvfta, 3.000 aqm. 
, land pod, sunnier ktrimo. FF 2.9 M. 
AG. ABC Tefc (331 497 063 B38 fac B39 


FOR SALE: RepmeoaOK via style 
QBfle oiBtooUng fte mg dn d 
Bad fins, between Frarttat and Co- 
{pgna. USS1310.QOD tfrafl tram outer. 
F«C*4B®60M12B17 . 


r 


TS- AW PiEBllgtous fttBdidHfltara. 
quKt 90 sqm inter ttoor-apanraeak 
offlea Anitas ptas ranedeftn into 2 
lovely onus kxuau. siiac 
dsheresGtamuom USA: R19-28M878 


. ffiAR FOHTAWEBLEAU 

7D tan sontt Q) Pate.- freeway 
Vast property bdvdfttnSjondasteral 
.-NCOMPARABLEVEW FOREST ' 
,400 sqm fang spaa. Sufcrmg pool 
TuWsh baths. 8 acres wamtend -(scots 
pine 3nd oak). Luxurious aanttmeots. 
USS 13 a*n Oval sSa by oner so 
agenaas. Law ttm or Fax' message- 
on +33 (OH 43 26 74 00. 

Dosser mUi rast photos aaialfe 


$0 m PLACE 0£S VOSGES 

36 sqm. auto « 

' feted Ewnhousa. Large tefcrocra, 
ewswfttchen. W»r on pared «f_ 
treed onitjnd. As nee content 
. Price FFLQdOflOQ. 
COREPT+33 (0)1 45 B9 92 52 
■ Fax +33 (Oil 45 65 44 13 ■ 


QUAY ff ORSAY - RARE . 

RBEBtone. 1930 tmidtogwU view Setoe.- 
6mom apartrrsa. 225 saa. 

3 raads'raoos. FF7 r zooAoa 
IMMSXATION . Tel (ffll 47 42 11 JJ 


Hh-VAffiAU ' 

. BeeuBd rabanfed 2-reom <W. cherm. 
cwraardng vfw. FFl A (0)1 5368 1258 


NEAR PUCE VAUBAN - PARIS 7th. 
Freestone taking, Blh to. open 'view, : 
son. living, dining; 2 bedrooms. 
mmm aw* (djt 45 szrzr 


Swftzertend 


LAKE G8EVA& ALPS 

Sale totordwws autooriad 
ow speotaRly since 1975 


AtbacSve pmpertes, wertaifcng views 
1 to 5 batons, tan SFr 2num 
- •..REVAC^A. v •- - 

52. Mootbrito OM211.G0EVA 2 
Tsi 4122-73415 « Fix 734 12 20 


USA Residential 


WLTpN. CONNECTICUT Carry kvng 
55 -eenutob hoot MVC Chansuig 
1H6 cotooiai m ?34 Acres iT reams 
5 teeteoos 55 bafts.' SapMtt Guest 
.Rouse. Large Santa. Ban FamaJ 
EngSsli gatUMs ana mi Matf « 
USJi,55e«0 Fumsftteiin rapea 
Fn details c»:uS 203-751-8W7 
Cater aoetenteteto. Home Paje 
wwwwnteccaredreus 


WEST PALM BEACH, Centuy Wage. 
Sear atoning, tishieg. taring. 7* & 
. lams. g^TL SOcaraartte, 1 baton. 
I 13 bats apanmert *4T. enctete 
porch. NWS eposue S35.0Q0 Far 
' 58H7&737 Tfit 561-471-9625 


ENJOY THE SECURITY OF 
OWNING YOUR ovm 
PIECE OF THE .A. for 
as little as $90 per month! 

Stdd your Orwm homa in 
eomtortatta wate surmumSngs 

Cat): Dick Nuthmann 
949-975-0740 USA 


* U- 1 ' Mi' ill Lt-IL 


USA Ranches 


ARBONA - OMEfl W5T S8X beau- 
tes 80 aoes-oncMard: Tde ova told 
. price S16.700 00. Aei S250AD down l 
aoraWv tto ertoenstvp lequred PO 
Bat 3060. Ueanue. Nmato 89024 USA 


LUXURIOUS, tunsiwg af&voen, 300 
sqm m Ro de Janeiro. Copasabana 
area. Tot Monaco +377 93303558 or 
+3778007931158. Far +377 9325232 


HoBand 


fSHTHOUSE OfTERNAlVNAL 
No 1 in Hdbnri 
for (saw| Mad loeasJttts, 
let 31-286443751 Far 31-286465K5 
trtnven 18-21, 1083 Am Ansotten 



Monaco 


FO R RENT 

EXCEPTIONAL- CARRE D* OR 

SUN TOWER 

5ubftt» lop floor perttaae. 

466 sqm **9 space. 271 sqm 
terraces As new cotefcn. 
quaky ffctogs; te ca tB onrad. t np*e 
MurfanfrS bedroerrs. powder mom 
4 shnwAancani ftvn mom 
hdependem studo, garage, celar 


. DOTTA WMOfflLKR 
Tat +377 93 25 50 25 
Far +377 935026 27 
Emai doteftrmtecailDmc 


Paris Area Famished 


5ft. LATIN QUARTER - luxurious 
apartment. 70 sqm. to townhouse. 

• ■ 1 bedroom, terrace, btemxm. cable TV. 
OH Renting too I5lti December 1996 
to 15lb May IMS. 7d. +33 /0)1 
40 84 92 51. Fac +33 (OH 40 B4 04 a 
Bmai taunetbaiftpa te n Bic om 


8TH - LUXURY DUPLEX, oft AVBfUE 
MONTAOC. New. baeubMy henshed 
Svmg mom. dranq area 1 bedroom. 
11/2 tirarwe bams, modem custom 
ttchen. KnensAfishes. guardian 3 
rtnrtris to 1 yr- Tel +33 4527 06CQ 



.^cor^ 



idSBl actcnoncster, 5bxta5 teiooms 
Q-ASw- ate sente assured 
READY TO HOVE M 
7d -33|0)» 43129S0. ^ 0)' *3i2S8C8 


Embassy Service 
YOUR REAL ESTATE 
AOBTIN PARIS 
Tel: -& im 47-20.30JS 

Fax *33 toil 47 20 ii 04 


BSM I CHAMPS ELYSSS 
On garden caftn. fluse* 
iXsqm Jbetfacms pawg 
FF24JM0 
MONTAIGNE 

Kp ctoss cxtt ng. 75 syn 
Reined decorabqq FF22.-2C 1 
COREPI TEL +33 (0)1 45 IB 92 52 
FAX: +33 (D}1 45 S 44 13 


AGENCE CHAMPS ELYSEES 

FimsnetJ apanmats. 3 iwshs ex more 
or urtfurrtahal. rsderta areas . 

Tel: +33 (ini 42 25 32 25 

Fas +33 ton 45 63 37 09 


MA MA1S0N 

S/xczhst c! Q&fy 
■ Fjnmd Homes ifcughai Pars 
Tef i Fas +33 (9}T 48 48 88 5D 
Direct +33 mi 45 29 26 08 


PARS (5TH, Near Pantheon and rue 
Modfdard). Quel recenty remodeled 
second floor Bparimenr; 2 bedrooms, 
targe tong room i tfanng room, modem 
baftKXirn and smafl eann Ucfea eeau- 
tdul tunustwgs. cottierge STDOOmoMh 
Otoe uUMres cteanmq Unmun reraat 
Ihrae months Vrace mail number 
61 7-2536640 E-mat szbergerftmtedu 


ILE SAWT LOUS. 2 rooms. 45 sqm., 
completed equn»d AvaSable hom ia 
tooy 1999- FF7200 charges metoded 
A.S.L Tel -33 m 03 ffl 22 02 or 
Fair +33 10}1 43 2S 82 37. 


CONCORDE - Very figrr ctes. 2 apart- 
ments. 1 dratofe bedroom. "*y beaufti 
buidnq Stan or mafun erm Justfcd 
ren.-Cal Mr Leynane ) secretary +33 
(Oil 80 75 49 49. rax (0)1 60 75 98 18 


LE SAMT LOUIS, beautiii studo. 45 
sqm. beans. Avattte ton 1st jamary 
19®. FF7.800 charges toduded A Si. 
Tet +33fW6 03 80 22CCor Fax. *33 
(D/J 43 2S 82 37 


LE SAINT LOUIS, charming. 2 rooms. 
53 sqm. aB comforts. Avalabte from 
22nd Decetrta I9&8. FFB.7U0 induftn 
chages. ASL TeL +33 10)6 03 80 £ 
02 or Far +33 (0}1 43 29 B2 37 


NEAR ABBESSES-MONTUARTRE. 
Small and qiiel fla. mn* condtoon 
setendri view on Pas. wdd sin onto 
ffSJW) net TeVFte +33 (Ojl 4453 9&4 


IE SAINT LOUIS, EXCEPTIONAL qua 
sud. Rat to ren or tor seie. Qeautfii fur- 
. ristad Owner Trt *33 (0)1 56 24 82 27 


FRANCE 


— Auciinn Sale in PARIS courthouse un 

Thursday December I7th. IWN al 2:3lf p.m. 

PARIS 17th - one APARTMENT 


7* -:»J C • ATLi H»J O M 


aodJS. RL E ALFRED PE VIGNY, corner building 
8 main rooms (294.15 sq.m.) 

3rd floor: kiu-hen. 'howirr r»m.. %C. cnlran..- aru;r\i-;. 

huiMinc cl* rural bcoiinc H.»-.v-vvinJi:v. iti A Js: Vijr.v 
hrh (Toor: 2 BFI i ROOMS -- ha.MMiu.T.1 CELLAR 

STARTING PRICE: FF 4,000,000 

Comacr. Mr A fTTBBE. U} a. nuiifcr - SCP BULH-STIBBf-tT.LMO. 
L»v;r- hi Pan- Sih. 4n rue Jc M- 'rik.eju Td: +33 ■ 0 1 1 45 63 55 55. 


FRANCE 


SOUTH WEST CF FRANCE 

EXCEPTIONAL EQUESTRIAN PROPERTY 

Manor house. Stedrocrrs. 2 s “ ce-^g 

(470 sq m ) Big a - c 'tLr'.i- r>ii.se- 

1170 «;.rn r. caretakers CCSa-je r 2 r:r,g 

l20 » aorni. suOtes poo: etc ZZ a~«c.a?C3ivS. 
svoad. pan- Ail in pertect c ■'•2 x r. : 

30 rr*n Pau aupon 

Price FFB-3 hL afl fees inctuded (USS \A U.) 

Trl ^3 (0)5 59 67 45 17 £5 57 73 37 



BeodSfU renowted BflSTlOE 

on 7.8 ha • Oominatmg grounds 
Spacious lav-out - A baths. 

Prce FF 7 million 
fTC-ORPl +33 (M 42 29 22 24 
Fjuu +33 COM 42 29 36 °4 


Paris Area Furnished 


PARIS 7ih, JNVAUDrS - ft+S’iJCuS 
iuid.n3 V.j ?q r. Pputaifif ■ers:+ 
i tedroc'T. luxjr. livx»g sra:e 
a nWi,- Tjc .32 i0.1 ij K 2i *1 
E-ma. 1 ^2i4geTecJib-ir«rr«iJi 


RUE JACOB. 6th. Brajtifu’ir tem^hed 
90 s an perfect cordfcft " Mdccm 
rrlj 5E) pet nvWi • UMtfS Tel -H 
10)1 432i 45C" O' -33 ftp 5345 40?1 


PORTE MAILLOT 60 sqm - terrace 
Ueal tied a :ene - rFiOOOC tncntM/ 
Tet i£ ST 84 ?7 77 


Paris Area Unfurnished 


TT73PT 


Switzerland 


GENEVA. LUXURY FURNISHED Win- 
ner® Fn-rr. £csr.4 redTr.-i Tet 
ui s 725 6310 Fa> -«* ^ 7x, 2f7i 


ES 

FREESTONE BUIUWKL' 
Caretaker. * dorooe 


5 ROOMS, 247 SQJi. 

rrerr, la taw to irt Me 
Rsnovaea tea new 
Cedar rads mem 
Rentag Iran FF2L6CO 
charges and tax TCuded 
Agwcy tees FFI4 4712 
tAGnl Tel: +33 {0)1 40 71 71 21 
Far *33 (0)1 tt 71 07 10 


NEAR ST GERIUIN EN LA YE lame 
ilimehed or nci, fcwse rth beau^ii 
piden. Near got! A11A14 io Pans- 


PARS 7ft. tia too sqm. FFJ6.0C©. 
Living. 2 bedrooms, terrace. Immfides 
vew Tel *33(0j1 43261841. exdusrtey 


induten | niden. Near got! A13A14 io Pans- 

>3 BO 22 I HER bus Stop IO LyCte m l 6 bed- 

37 I moms. 3 baths. TViUMe equipped 

1 kitchen and laundry Umurvm 1 rear 

FFIELOOi ArroutoJZ *33 -0)1 45559662 
home (Oil <9536663 oftte 06859*1457 


ILE SAWT LOUIS. I rooms 45 s-m. 
paraje fleers FF7600 ctaraes eduded 
ASL Td .23 (Oft 33 33 2 OZ or Fa*. 
• t33 iQ|1 <329 62 37 


NEUIU.Y • Between B&s & rrietro 
7 rooms )5D sq »s parquel equ^ped 
teben FF16CW ne tttatfs men pos- 
stole Tel -25 fin 09 25 22 56 


BREATHTAKING VEW OF NEW YORK. 

n glass *a)' Terra- +2* 6 Cnv 
Lwx&isfy .‘■.frascf- parK-. Ly awe 
Ideal tor tuixess-musicians-lburists 
Near Came?? HsI Lrcoln Cereer. 
Theaere 6 Start 5r« c- ong i»m 
Ter 7i85<8-3i£? Fa. 7iM3Ml^. 


A PUCE TQ CALL HOME can be 
yours in Utodunm Apanwnts -ir 
346 s HuL»; or Duw«s 
Tel :i2-49fr8t03 Fa KS4S60BD 
wwr. aotootocaftcrr-e com 


AFbRtable tlanriaton Lodgings. NYC 

Short srav fcxury atanmew. superior 
5 & B reosn) manr tocancns 
T«l 212677-^lc Fa 212-477-OS2I) 
ew nenhaOnWgrr^ ern 


LUXURY NY APARTMENT, tumefied 
l itmh - 1 ,-sat. 62n El Easi. i bed- 
rx« kirohen vtj} room 4 solabed 
doorman. S3K mo Tel 212-753-0196 
E-nai nyaenr'laucrm 


NYC FURNISHED APARTMENTS. 1 

tree*. i3 l tea Swsi Locanons Call 
Pa'Cnqi* 2li-4+c-9225 Fa I'l?- 
448-5225 E-fdal arcmeroS aoitcan 


*** FRENCH ALPS 

Courchevel 1650 - SAVOIE 

HOTEL DU GOLF *** 

i » and residences 

Rooms and apanments with balconies. 2 io 8 people. 
Gastronomic restaurant - Bar - Brasserie 
At the bottom of the slopes - Right by ski lifts 
Numerous formulas - Families/Children and Groups. 
Ljir S ndofe season from 2 1 M ?o 73 * 3? anc *rcm 63-59 'C 1 S&3 
Tet: +33 (0)4 79 00 92 92 Fax: +33 {0)4 79 08 19 93 


RELAIS & CHATEAUX 

HOTEL DES NEIGES 

COURCHEVEL 1850 - FRANCE 

« haTE+i ■* : One ot JTie Dest noiers m Courchevel 

Tel: * 33 fO) 04 7S 08 03 77 
Fax: + 33 10)04 79 0818 70 

Internet: ftttppVwww.integra.tr/relaischateaux/Neiges 


HOLIDAYS 2 



| Paris Area Unfurnished 

PARIS 1E7H- 

A* ItSr Hugs. athCV 

fijarrt'; 

•:j a-: ar+ng y. 

mar. a-,irxe 

; trr •#*,■ 

;z,n ; r 

r u-’cr f.:e '.:v !.-• 

rry-iC. nci' 

3s r-.c*.«s ' 


•zl • c’ ; >' 

2 £75721 



U.S.A. 


ASPEN OWNER OFFERS 

[?3rl 


tec. 2 taih deluxe apartment 
cr. srie cA Aspen Mountain. Ski- 



Caribbean 


CARIBBEAN VACATlCN VILLAS 


rff i or.;; St+' 2r-C , >: r . Lll'.?. 

•>rt: t-jnw T-+ ax: .**■ 

r 7+ &+£i ryji.rr: k «-. f 

CjX F^a'iir (, r+ E'-:r.;r ::u’ , r. ■«.-:+ 
C*u- ■•B.i 7 

r ae 1 :’:+ri:-nsir ) -WCC r-s-r.T- ■ 
A'k*nre»iiicc: , n u- •*> 

2iiss» rJt-e::-: som fv’j:= v -v. 
?. >; 2L- 


French Provinces 


FRANCE- SouUiem burgundy rental 

tx.;e[+ic,nai btsui', cr.a:r. toi+n 
t«ar.- amirPlteCCin 


DINING OUT 


mil 3 service, i- ulW equipped 
hlchen idesi i3f part; of 2, 4, 6. 
Use vt tr.-, membership in 
Asc-ens rr.os; exclusive dub. 
Take ior v.eeL cr mere from now 
:j Feb. ’Sih. From S2.100 per 
•.veei' [Z 1.250 sterlmgj. CaH me 
ter 2 brochure and mc.'e info. 

V. LOWNES 44-171-235 2867 


5N0WMASS HOME KEN1ALS 


Luxury to moderate. 
Ski-in/out. 

8 miles to Aspen 
1-970-923-3636 
E-mail: 

snowmass-home-remalsistioskLcom 


MAHARAJAH 

Sumiiam kA XlOn. flora NnvHlamt 
fcjajinunmoraflnB, io imttixil irtwn, 
manes 127/IMF, oral* ISO F 
73. bd SKfemain. tLX 01 43 54 2d 07 


LEBILBOQUET 

A pa Mnpfa am 1 W 
At fte hast of SaafrGemnm+Jes-ftcs 
hr dftner or a Unix. 
OaWenomkel mow at a masondU* pk*. 
13. fue SasX-Bonaft. L 01 4S48JIA4. 


-*- yugaraj 


•-Onr of Jhe batf i* Ikigarti wlith goes 

haad to head wflh ihe lanfanlE finasL' 

( v corafitoMd) TW MAC SIAMJAMJ. 

Otoftes Caution 09411.98 
14, rue Dauphins. T: 01 43 26 4491 


PILLAGE 

de 

L'INDE 


Auftdic anne «£enne. Undi 79 IF *mer 
1 29 ff ♦ art*. Open emln> 5 r bcftqr 
net 50 r. *Me Si 01 4?»t 37 31. 


92 rvCUtetr-StW-SBNE 


KERVANSARAY 

LHddiA tori ipra i jfrs . kht l o tor, 


Wj 5128843. Air anfiianed 80n Opera. 
Noon-3 pjn. A A pra^lam. extepi Swidayi 
Open flofirihyw 


GENERAL 


•See StondaT’-i fakiurariiri 


Tor Ails. Friendships. Lnlornalionni 
Mi-rium Hhiii. Nsmum & Oameriiat 
7ii udrrrlbe roitiarf S*r«h UcrshoT 
ua+4-fl r>l 420 0326 
or f»* +» 171 WO 0338 
A CKE.4T DEAL OAF PEAS 
AT T1IE I atermarket 


International 
Herald Tribune 
ads work 
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Autmmi in Beijing 


Long ago there was considerable 
talk abouf a new "Beijing Spring." 
China's Communist Part}’ was becom- 
ing more tolerant of dissent, or so the 
theory went. At the time of President 
Bill Clinton's visit, dissidents an- 
nounced the formation of a China 
Democratic Party . A Beijing think tank 
of sorts began holding open discus- 
sions on political reform. China prom- 
ised to sign a key United Nations cov- 
enant on political freedom, and to 
permit the UN human rights chief to 
visit. Mr. Clinton's administration 
pointed to these signs of liberalization 
as early fruits of his decision to reduce 
the emphasis on human rights in his 
relations with China. 

Now the Beijing Spring is growing 
decidedly chilly. Authorities shut the 
think tank in late October. This week 
they detained the leaders of the would- 
be Democratic Party, which the gov- 
ernment had never registered, and ac- 
cused them of treason, suggesting that 
they may be in for long prison terms. 
Among those derained is Xu Wenli, 
one of those unimaginably courageous 
freedom fighters who spent 12 yeVs in 
prison for pro-democracy activities 
and then, upon his release, immedi- 
ately resumed his efforts. Since 1 995. 
he has kept a suitcase packed by his 
front door, anticipating the knock of 
China's secret police. 

China did allow - the UN human 
rights chief. Mary Robinson, to visit 
and did. as promised, sign the UN 
covenant. That pact commits China to 
respect freedom of assembly and free- 
dom of speech. China's activities this 
week directly violate that commit- 
ment. as do the words of Li Peng, a 


senior Chinese leader who vowed in an 
interview released this week to main- 
tain China's one-party rule. Mr. Li also 
stoutly defended China's massacre of 
unarmed students and workers follow- 
ing the Tiananmen protests of 1989. 

*So what has become of the thaw? 
From the start, signs of liberalization 
were faint. Hundreds, perhaps thou- 
sands. of people remained in jail for 
nonviolent activities. Human Rights 
Watch reported. Convicts included 
people such as Li Hai. imprisoned 
since 1995 for trying to compile a list 
of Tiananmen victims. 

Now that even the tentative liber- 
alizing steps are being reversed, there 
are two theories: Either conservatives 
such as Mr. Li are gaining in a power 
struggle, or the thaw was a sham all 
along, designed for diplomatic advan- 
tage in the West. 

Either way. the most recent repres- 
sion raises questions about Clinton ad- 
min istration policy. 

Early this year, the administration 
chose for the first time in years not to 
object to Chinese human rights prac- 
tices, at an annual UN forum. The 
expectation was that China would re- 
spond in a positive way. Now it seems 
that China may have pocketed the c^uid 
without giving much of a quo. Vice 
President A1 Gore, who recently met 
with China's president — and who so 
forthrightly condemned Malaysia's 
human rights record — should speak 
out now about China's. The dialogue 
that both China and the administration 
want so badly cannot be sustained. Mr. 
Gore should’say, if China continues to 
backslide on human rights. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST 


Open Trade or Not? 


A mini trade war is brewing between 
the United States and the European 
Union. The first skirmish, if peace does 
not break our. will not have all that 
much effect on U.S. workers or con- 
sumers. but the dispute could escalate. 
And even the first skirmish challenges 
efforts to apply a rule of law to in- 
ternational made. The still young 
World Trade Organization, to which 
the United States and the European 
Union and ntosr other narions belong, 
has established rules to govern trade 
and has hired judges to decide when 
those rules are being broken. But 
whether those decisions can be en- 
forced may depend on the outcome of 
the U.S.-European dispute. 

The immediate fight is over bana- 
nas. The United States has been com- 
plaining for years about European im- 
port rules that unfairly favor European 
multinational companies and selected 
banana-growing countries while dis- 
criminating against U.S. multinational 
companies and other banana-growing 
countries, such as Ecuador and Gua- 
temala. In May 1997 the WTO ruled 
against Europe, finding — as the 
WTO's even more toothless prede- 
cessor had in 1995 and 1994 — that 
Europe was breaking the rules. 

Now the European Union has 
changed its rules, but in such minor 
ways, the United States alleges, that 
the basic unfairness remains. 

The Europeans invited the United 
Slates to take its complaint back to the 
WTO. But that would lead to "an 
endless loop of litigation." U.S. Trade 
Representative Charlene Barshefsky 
complained — not what the WTO's 
desisners had in mind. She threatened 


Europe with retaliatory tariffs. The 
Europeans then began fuming about 
U.S. "unilateralism" and said they 
would accept some expedited ruling, 
but only if American officials dropped 
their threats. 

All very petty, you might say — and. 
from an .American perspective, nor a 
great case on which to make a stand, 
since the United States is home to a 
politically influential banana company 
tChiquitat bur not many bananas. But 
by next spring U.S. beef producers, 
who won a similar case against Europe 
in the WTO. may be facing similar 
recalcitrance. And beyond even them, 
the already fragile consensus in Amer- 
ica for open trade certainly will break 
down if Europe and others can play 
games with the WTO — if they can 
pretend compliance, maintain protec- 
tionist policies and suffer no con- 
sequences. 

The banana dispute has illustrated a 
flaw in the WTO structure. A losing 
country- should not unilaterally be able 
to decide whether ir has come into 
compliance: a winning country should 
not unilaterally be able to impose tar- 
iffs if it finds the compliance unsat- 
isfactory. This is a flaw that can be 
fixed easily: the appeals panel that 
makes the original finding could be 
charged with evaluating compliance, 
and it could do so without permitting 
further delay. 

In the meantime. U.S. and European 
officials, who have been negotiating 
off and on, should resolve the current 
dispute. Neither beef nor bananas 
should be allowed to set back the pro- 
gress embodied in the WTO. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST 
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Dumbing Down With Polls 

Polls are the meat and potatoes of 
almost all modem American leader- 
ship. The speed of polling changes ev- 
erything, including decision-making at 
the highest levels of government And 
it does not matter whether polls are 
right or wrong, it only matters that 
decision-makers use them as if they 
were unquestionably correct and true. 

The Republicans' "Contract with 
America'* was a marketing plan con- 
structed with poll numbers and focus 
groups. The killer argument for a bal- 
anced federal budget, repeated every- 
day by Newt Gingrich, was that 80 
percent of Americans favored it. They 
might not understand it. and half of 
them may think Elvjs Presley is alive, 
but the recitation of big numbers has a 
weight of its own. 

It does not really matter whether the 
questions or rhe answers are true or 
accurate. They are spoken and primed. 


therefore the numbers are created 
events, until superseded by new' num- 
bers. They substitute for thinking. 

Asked about the biggest changes in 
deciding what is news during his Ten- 
ure at CBS. Dan Rather answered that 
coverage is now poll-driven. Forget 
what you think, "find out” what the 
audience thinks it thinks, then close 
vour windows on the world and hold 
up mirrors to the crowd out there. 

Leaders can always defend their de- 
cision-making by saying they were just 
doing what polls told them to do. 

“The people" become polls. But in 
truth the people have little or no cre- 
ative or original impact on politics and 
other consumerism because they are 
forever answering old questions based 
on past assumptions. Their leaders are 
brain-dead in a new world in which 
machines have changed chinking to the 
point where there is no more of it. 

— Richunl Reeves, cnntnientltiyi 
in i/ syndicated column. 
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The Pinochet Case: Think About the Future 9 Too 




P ARIS — In emotional terms, there 
would indeed be satisfaction in see- 
ing Augusto Pinochet brought to answer 
to a court of l3w for the murders and 
torture committed by his regime in 
Chile. The simple principle that evil 
must be judsed seems strong and clear. 

But in this case there are also strong 
contradictory arguments which cannot 
be ignored. That is what makes the 
issue so interesting and controversial. 

Essentially, it is a matter of whether 
to focus on the past, on what did happen, 
or on the future, on the consequences in 
terms of both law and politics if an 
acknowledged precedent is set with the 
extradition of General Pinochet from 
Britain and his trial in Spain. 

It is noticeable, in this connection, 
how reluctant are all the governments 
involved, with the exception perhaps of 
Chile, to take a stand. Thai is no ac- 
cident. The political implications and 
responsibilities are painful. 

So, the British government insists 
that this is a purely legal matter and, to 
The extent that there is a political re- 
sponsibility, it belongs exclusively to 
Home Secretary Jack Straw, who is in 
charge of law enforcement and will not 
be given cabinet advice. Spanish Prime 
Minister Jose Marfa Aznar, comment- 


Bv Flora Lewis 


ing on a Spanish -prosecutor's request 
for extradition, said he would be de- 
lighted if die case would go away and 
never come to Spain. 

Although a French prosecutor has 
also filed for extradition from Britain, 
the Paris government quietly compli- 
ments itself that it had the foresight to 
refuse a visa to General Pinochet, with 
the result that it does not have to face 
the question of what to do with him. 

U.S, Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright has said that Chile’s right to 
deal with its own past deserves "sig- 
nificant respect." 

Extradition may be an issue of law 
but it offen has harsh political under; 
tones. An example, although in a some-* 
what different case, is Germany's re- 
fusal to ask for extradition of the 
Kurdish rebel Abdullah Ocalan, wanted 
for crimes committed in Germany, for 
fear of a violent reaction by the large 
KunJish community in Germany. 

(Mr. Ocalan is under arrest in Italy, 
after bei ng helped to flee from Moscow 
by an Italian Communist official. Tur- 
key considers him a terrorist, not a 
political leader, and seeks extradition, 


but Italian law forbids delivering a pris- 
oner to a country where he would face 
the death penalty.) 

The Pinochet case is an important 
innovation, without precedent so far, 
because it is based on the argument that 
. crimes against humanity can be pro- 
secuted anywhere, at any time. Just 
when the United Nations is about to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of ibe 
Universal Declaration of Homan 
Rights, this is. an important assertion 
that responsibility for crimes against 
humanity is also universal. 

There is a gradually evolving affirm- 
ation of theconcept of international law. 
still fuzzy in man y areas and without 
any established procedures or powers 
for enforcement. This concept is ap- 
pealing, if applied jadiciously, but the 
idea that any judge anywhere can get 
himself op to try anybody he considers 
an egregious criminal is appalling- 

When the new International Crim- 
inal Tribunal is set up. under the treaty 
signed in Rome last summer, presum- 
ably it will have superior claim , to ju- 
risdiction. But it is exactly its lack of 
clarity on how prosecutions will be 
decided that flaws the treaty*- That is 
why the United States did not sign. The 
treaty needs better wording, and Wash- 


ington should sign when it is ad- 
equately improved. 

But ’meanwhile, the question is 
whether to stress the wish to deal with 
past atrocities or to consider how future 
crises will be affected/ . - ' 

The proponents of the case to try-. 
General Pinochet in Spainargue that it 
will create a deterrent for other dic- 
tators. That is not impossible. -Much 
more likely, though, is that such a pre- 
cedent will prevent the kind of com- 
promises which enable die end of civil 
conflict and the transition to demo- 
cratic regimes where neither side is 
really defeated. When there has to be a 
choice, and that does happen, peace 
must have priority over panishmem. 

Principles of justice are important, 
but to claim one's principle as the only 
one to serve human needs, regardless oft 
circumstances, is to be as dogmatic, as 1 
the •criminals who claim that they are 
saving their country, or the world. 

There are times when the easy answer 
that makes you feel good is not likely, to . 
be wise. The idea of making General ’ 
Pinochet pay. for all its righteousness, is 
not worth derailing and distorting fee 
growing consensus feat crimes against 
humanity must be prevented. 

Flora Le*is 


Stop Appeasing Pyongyang and Give It a Wake-Up Call 


H onolulu —T he United 

States and North Korea are 
to resume talks in New York 
this Friday. A key item on the 
agenda is the North’s suspi- 
cious underground construction 
project. Washington says it has 
"compelling” evidence that 
the site, located near the cur- 
rently frozen nuclear research 
facility' at Yongbong. is an un- 
derground nuclear facility. 

But Washington admits that 
it is not sure just what type of 
facility it is. Pyongyang insists 
that the site is not nuclear-re- 
lated and is willing to let the 
United States conduct a one- 
time inspection, provided it re- 
ceives $300 million in com- 
pensation for the insult of a 
"groundless accusation.” 

This is classic North Korean 
behavior. Pyongyang never 
misses a chance ro rum an op- 
portunity for cooperation into a 
crisis, especially if there is a 
opportunity it can reap Financial 
benefit from the confrontation. 
The United States has rightly 


By Ralph A. Cossa 


refused to pay. although there 
are now reports feat some type 
of aid through the UN Devel- 
opment Program may be offered 
as a "persuasive option." That 
would be a big mistake. 

North Korea promised under 
a 1994 agreed framework to 
freeze its nuclear activities and 
take steps to apply a 1991 de- 
nuclearization agreement with 
the South that calls for complete 
transparency. Pyongyang must 
show- that it continues to act in 
good faith with this agreement. 
Paying it for doing what it is 
already obliged to do would 
only reinforce bad habits. 

Washingron has no one to 
blame but itself for these habits. 

The agreed framework began 
the process, when two light wa- 
ter reactors (at the cost of some 
$5 billion) were promised to 
generate electricity, along with 
deliveries of 500,000 tons of 
fuel oil annually, in return for 
fee original freeze. The frame- 


work was the best available op- 
tion at the time. But it created a 
corapensation-for-crisis mental- 
ity that U.S. action over Amer- 
ican servicemen missing in ac- 
tion in the Korean War and over 
North Korea’s missile export 
program has since reinforced. 

The question now is how to 
proceed from here. There are 
two options. One is to remind 
the North of its obligations un- 
der fee agreed framework and 
then arrange for an Internation- 
al Atomic Energy Agency team, 
rather than American inspec- 
tors, to examine fee suspect nu- 
clear site. The framework states 
feat fee agency "will be al- 
lowed to monitor’* fee North’s 
freeze on nuclear activity, and 
that Pyongyang will provide 
"full cooperation” with fee 
agency for that purpose. 

The ofeer option is for both 
sides to acknowledge their ac- 
cusations and suspicions and 
meet each other halfway. 


. The North has long accused 
fee United States of having nu- 
clear weapons based in the 
South: these charges continue 
to appear regularly in North 
Korean broadcasts. The United 
States, while refusing to con- 
firm or deny fee existence. of 
nuclear weapons in South Ko- 
rea. notes feat President George 
Bush in 1991 ordered all U.S. 
tactical nuclear weapons re- 
moved from overseas bases and 
returned home. In support of fee 
North-South denuclearization 
agreement. Washington also 
agreed in principle to North 
Korean inspections of U.S. fa- 
cilities in fee South. 

Washington, wife Seoul’s 
prior agreement, could offer rhe 
North the inspection of U.S. 
and/or South Korean facilities 
in return for its own inspections 
in the North, as a mutual con- . 
fidence-building measure. 

And Washington needs tore- 
think its counterproductive eco- 
nomic sanctions policy. South 
Korean President Kim Dae 



Jung called for a lifting of these 
sanctions during his address roa 
joint session of fee U.S. 
gress in June, to no avaiL 
North has used fee cootinu 
presence of fee sanctions both ' 
as proof feat Washington is not 
living up to its end of fee agreed - 
framework and as an excuse for 
its own economic failings. . 

A lifting of sanctions would 
be likely to bring at best a mere 
trickle of foreign investment in- 
to fee North. *But if sanctions 
were lifted. North Korean of- 
ficials would get a useful wake- 
up call. They would be com- 
pelled to realize that it is their 
own policies that are preventing 
their recovery. They might then 
be more inclined to look toward 
economic reform, rather than 
diplomatic blackmail, to ensure 
their long-term survival. 

The writer is executive di- 
rector of rhe Pacific Forum 
CSIS in- Honolulu. He contrib- 
uted this comment to rhe In- 
ternational Herald Tribune. ^ 


A Pipeline Fixation Distorts U.S. Policy on Caspian Affairs 


W ASHINGTON — The re- 
gion around fee Caspian 
Sea has assumed a large role in 
fee Clinton administration's 
strategy toward Russia and the 
other new states in the area, as 
well as Iran and Turkey. The 
key to this strategy is promotion 
of a pipeline from Baku in Azer- 
baijan to Ceyhan in Turkey. 

This route, in bypassing Rus- 
sia and Iran, would accomplish 
three U.S. foreign policy goals: 
strengthen the independence of 
the Caspian states by reducing 
their dependence on Russia for 
energy exports, exclude Iran 
from any possible windfalls, 
and solidify lies wife Turkey. 


By David J. Kramer 


The trouble is feat fee oil 
companies involved in the 
Caspian area do not support con- 
struction of the administration's 
favored pipeline, estimated to 
cost $2.5 billion or more, fee 
most expensive option by far. 

They prefer a less expensive 
route from Baku to Supsa. in 
Georgia on the Black Sea. From 
there oil would be shipped 
through fee Bosporus to the 
Mediterranean. 

The consortium of compa- 
nies involved in the Caspian 
meets this Friday and is ex- 
pected to postpone for a third 


time a decision on fee Baku T 
Ceyhan route. The depressed 
price of oil and indications feat 
Caspian energy reserves might 
not be all they were cracked up 
to be leave American oil ex- 
ecutives unconvinced that the 
pipeline is justified- 

The Clinton administration’s 
preoccupation wife promoting 
fee pipeline has left it seem- 
ingly oblivious to fee tenuous 
state of affairs in fee region. 

U.S. policy toward these 
states is predicated on winning 
the personal favor of each lead- 
er cunently in power. When a 


change in leadership occurs, 
peacefully or otherwise, U.S. 
policy will be adrift. ' 

Since October’s presidential 
election in Azerbaijan, the gov- 
ernment of re-elected President 
Heydar Aliyev has .cracked 
down on fee opposition and re- 
sorted to violence to put down 
demonstrations. A re invigorated 
and reunited opposition seeks to 
remove the Aliyev regime. 

In Georgia, Presidrait Eduard 
Shevardnadze, whose country 
will have a key role in fee 
pipeline issue however it plays 
oul recently put down an in- 
surrection. fee fourth major 
challenge to his leadership this 


China Can’t Steal What Is Already China’s 


S INGAPORE — Beijing’s 
individualistic worldview 
recalls the courtship scene in 
Shakespeare’s "Henry V" 
w-hen the victorious English 
monarch assures fee defeated 
French king's daughter that he 
is no enemy of France. On fee 
contrary, says Henry, he loves 
France so well feat he will not 

S art with a village of it. He will 
ave it all as his. 

China's defense minister, 
Chi Haotian. during a recent 
visit to Singapore, repeated fee 
customary reassuring noises as 
the People’s Liberation Army 
counts down to the Dec. 15 
deadline by when it is supposed 
to hand over its mulubillion- 
dollar business empire to a 
newly formed State Economic 
and Trade Commission and. as 
he put it. "eat the grain from the 
emperor's bowl" — that is. live 
on its wa^es. 

But in the Spratly Islands con- 
troversy. assurance that China 
"has never invaded other coun- 
tries” and "does not station any 
troops in any foreign country" 
depends on how you define what 
is * ’other" ' and ‘ ‘foreign. 

Doubts arise because of what 
President Joseph Estrada of the 
Philippines calls China’s 
"creeping invasion" of the 
Spratly*, which are also claimed 
in part or whole by Brunei, 
Malaysia, Taiw an and" Vietnam, 
as well as the Philippines. 

The Association of South 
East Asian Nations and fee 
ASEAN Regional Forum, of 
which China is a member, urge 
claimants to avoid provocative 
unilateral action. Beijing's po- 
sition is that while fee ofeer five 
must heed this advice, it has no 
need to. since the Nanshas (fee 
Chinese name for the Soufe 
China Seas archipelago) have 
always belonged ro China. 

Singapore’s senior minister, 
Lee Kuan Yew. acknow ledged 


By Sun an da K. Datta-Ray 


this reasoning when fee Chinese 
first built some structures — 
whether for naval or fishing pur- 
poses is a moot point — in fee 
section known as Mischief Reef 
in early 1995. He compared the 
action to a big dog lifting its leg 
to leave its mark on a tree for fee 
benefit of smaller dogs. 

The smaller dogs don’t like 
this bland assumption of a priv- 
ileged proprietary position. 
There were almost clashes re- 
cently when fee Chinese navy 
undertook "renovations” of 
existing structures, wife a fum- 
ing Manila threatening to send 
military patrols "to keep fee 
invaders out.” Wiser heads pre- 
vailed. but Southeast Asians 
have not forgotten that in 1974 
the Chinese seized the nearby 
Paracel Islands, which Vietnam 
also claimed, and argued that 
they had always been Chinese. 

The classic fait accompli 
was. of course, in the 1950s 
when fee Chinese built fee Ak- 
sai Chin road, lopping off 
40.000 square kilometers from 
fee Ladakh area of Kashmir, 
even while Prime Minister 
Zhou Enlai beguiled his Indian 
counterpart Jawaharlal Nehru 
wife platitudes about "Hindt- 
Chini bhai-bhai” (Indians and 
Chinese are brothers). 

A certain pattern is common 
to all these situations; talks 
without budding from an in- 
flexible position, and quiet ac- 
tion on fee ground to substan- 
tiate that position. 

Some argue feat the best in- 
surance is to engage China at alt 
levels so feat self-interest ob- 
liges it to underwrite the status 
quo. Beijing is willing enough to 
be engaged, but clearly without 
prejudice as to what it considers 
its rights, about which it keeps 
the rest of fee world guessing. 
Presumably, actions and inten- 


tions will become clearer only 
when fee stage is set. 

Little is said, therefore, about 
China’s missile bases and sur- 
veillance stations in Tibet, its 
military presence in Burma, its 
radar facilities in the Coco Is- 
lands in fee Bay of Bengal, and 
its satellite monitoring station 
on fee island of Kiribati in the 
Pacific. The lack of transpar- 
ency is bound to fuel suspicion 
feat action in fee Spratlys is part 
of a grand strategy to project 
power far from the mainland, 
probably in fee Indian Ocean. 

General Chi’s vision of “a 
revolutionized, modernized and 
regularized people’s army with 
Chinese characteristics” sup- 
ports this long-term objective. 
He made much of American 


The 18th century Emperor 
Ch’ien Lung famously rebuffed 
England’s George HI, who 
sought diplomatic and trade 
ties, by retorting that fee Ce- 
lestial Empire bad no need for 
tribute or such distant territory. 
Ch'ien Lung's 20fe century 
successors can say wife hand on 
heart that no "military expan- 
sion” is involved in fee 
Spratlys because fee islands 
have belonged to China "since 
ancient times.” 


year. Suspicions about Russian 
involvement in plots against 
him abound. 

Instability in Georgia works 
to Russia’s advantage by 
dampening oil companies* in- 
terest in running a pipeline 
through Georgia. 

Ifl Kazakhstan, President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev is busy 
rigging his country's next pres- 
idential election. 

Presidents Saparmurad 
Niyazov of Turkmenistan tr’ 
Islam Karimov of Uzbekis; 
don’t even go through 
charade of holding elections, 
and yet both leaders have been 
feted at fee White House, as 
have Mr. Aliyev and Mr. Naz- 
arbayev. 

Mr. Aliyev and Mr. Nazar- 
bayev know that their coun- 
tries' strategic importance and 
energy assets mean more to the 
United Sates than does polit- 
ical reform in their countries. 

As an election observer in 
Azerbaijan, I was struck by the 
generally warm response I re- 
ceived traveling around the 
country. A number of people 
approached me and my col- 
leagues and thanked us for com- 
ing to observe their cc^tajpy's 
election. The United^ftates 
must not let these people down 
by whitewashing whar is hap- 
pening in their countries. 


The writer, a former editor of 
The Statesman in India, is an 
editorial consultant with The ’ 
Straits Times in Singapore. He 
contributed this comment to the 
International Herald Tribune. 


The writer, associate director 
of the Russian and Eurasian 
Program at the Carnegie En- 
dowment for International 
Peace, contributed this cam-- 
meat to The Washington Post. 
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and Japanese defense spending IN OUR PAG ES: 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS 

of $254.9 billion and 542.2 bil- — ao T- 

1898: MontBlanc 


lion 
third 

under $ 1 1 billion is eaten up, be 
said, by maintenance, salaries 
and equipment. 

But me PLA Inc. as h is 
called, is said ro earn enough 
money from its host of com- 
mercial enterprises to contrib- 
ute more than S25 billion an- 
nually to supplement fee 
official military budget. 

The downside is feat such ex- 
tensive commercial involvement 
undermines military' morale, war 
preparedness, specialization and 
discipline, and encourages fac- 
tional rivalries over business 
control and profits. 

Given the operation’s size and 
complexity, fee Dec. 15 deadline 
is probably -unrealistic. Ulti- 
mately, however, if President Ji- 
ang Zemin and General Chi have 
their way. a lean and mean high- 
tech PLA wife 500.000 fewer 
soldiers might again entitle Chi- 
na to see itself as the center at 
least of fee Asian world. 


must revise their , notion if they 

PARK Mmt ri. m » u 5^ fair attention to certain sta- 
rAKJb -- Mont Blanc would cfstics of Vassar Cnli^ In the 
seem to be fee last thins in the la-w fw> 

of *** ' vh0 

have applied to the Stale to settle 
their dispute. Since alpine- 


climbing has become a fashion- 
able amusement, there is money 
ro be made out of fee highest 
mountain in Europe, The ferae 
communes in which the base is 
situated, which are Chamonix, 
Les Houches and Saint Gervais. 
have no title deeds to show. The* 
Government will probably get 
out of the difficulty by main- 
taining fee “status quo.” 

1923: College Girls 

PARIS — [The Herald says in 
an Editorial:] Those grumhlers 
who profess to think that fee 
higher education both indisposes 
and unfits women for marriage 




many is somewhat lower than 
fear of women in. general is due 
to their superior capacity for 
m aking a creditable choice. 

1948: Racial Duel 

CLEVELAND, Tenn. -r.Five 
persons were wounded on a bus . 
when two passengers, one while . 
and one Negro, began firioft at 
each other. Officials quoteSKtc 
bus driver as saying fee shooting 
n?gan when theNegro sat beside 
a white man on fee bus. Under 
Tennessee law. . Negroes and . 
whites cannot sit beside, each - 
ofeer on pubhe conveyances. 

1 vf j Ver said, after the Negro 
refused to move to another seat, 
he and the white mannextto hhn 
?rew guns and began shooting. 


■1 
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If Gambling Is the Rage, 
Splurge and Do It Big 


By William Safire 


VI7ASHINGTON — Let me 

■ii ^ a proposal that 

^enable Americans to double 
education, insure every- 
wxty's.healfo, put a million new 
on the. streets and install an 
nhpenetrabie missile defense, aU 
while cutting taxes across the 
hoard. Here's the big idea: a na- 
tojaal lottery with the world's first 
wHion-doDar jackpot. • 

Smacks of a banana republic, 
unbefitting the. only global super- 
auperpower? You are oat of step 

■ with die people; you have missed 
the great something -for-nothing 
cultural shift. 

Gambling is now far more 
American than apple pie. Annual 
T UA sales of apple pie (35 percent 
of the total pie market) can be 
estimated at a mere $150 million; 
the gaming profession (formerly 
the gambling racket) turns over 
bets of at least $50 billion a year. 
Politicians oppose gambling’s 
political juggernaut at their penl. 

The Republican governors of 
South Carolina and Alabama, old- 
fashionably trying to resist the 
tide of lotteries and video poker 
games in their states, were over- 

■ whelmed by candidates advised 
by the Cajun Clintonian, James 
Carviile, to advocate letting the 
good dice roll. 

And not just in the swingin’ 

■ South did the bingo brigades tri- 
i umph in the '98 elections. Mis-' 
y^souri showed the way in an ini- 
/^,-fciative legalizing ‘'boat in the 
”'niMt" casinos on riverboats that 
i sit in man-made basins. 

i Arizonans voted 2-to-l to con- 
I tinue their troubled lottery. Cali- 
■> fomians by the same margin gave 
Indian tribes the right to build 
I. glitzy casinos to snatch bade higfa- 

■ rolling palefaces from Las Vegas, 

- in the pgbest-spending statewide 

- campaign in U.S. history. 

Only in Maryland did the 

- gambling fever fail to infect the 
• populace. Governor Parris Glen- 
. dening. a Democrat, standing in 
: the racetrack gate to bar slot ma- 
i chines, turned back & eonserva- 
i five candidate backed by gam- 
i bling interests. 

■ The people have spoken. Mor- 
ality, shmorality. Those of us 
fuddy-duddies who hold that 
state-sponsored gambling is a per- 

•» version of public policy have been 
routed. Time not just to move on, 
but to move up to the Age of the 
^ Crapshooter. 
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■ Who can be expected to support 
my Billicn-DoUar National Lot- 
tery (BDNL)? Democratic intel- 
lectuals shoe ki seize upon it First, 
it would put the federal govern- 
ment in direct competition with 
private casino operators, always a 
desirable matchup. 

Second, a national lottery, with 
its publicizable billion-dollar 
jackpot would undermine the 
burgeoning stale lonery system 
and concentrate power in Wash- 
ington, always better equipped to 
allocate resources fairly. 

Republican fat cats should of 
course be supportive. Eveiyone in 
the 38 percent bracket knows that 
it is in the nature of lotteries to 
soak the poor, who have been 
getting away with economic 
murder since the imposition of 
progressive taxation. 

Under the BDNL, the sure 
losers — those poor suckers happy 
to contribute a high percentage of 
their earnings to a lottery — make 
it possible to reduce the heavy tax 
burden of life’s winners. 

Campaign strategists of both 
parties will set up their dissembly 
lines. All know mat with the siren 
call of money “earmarked for 
education." lottery income soon 
substitutes for general revenues 
formerly spent on education. 
Thus, in the hands of persuasive 
focus groupies, a surreptitious sin 
tax can masquerade as a virtuous, 
pain-free nontax. 

Opposition is likely to come 
from newly affluent Indian tribes. 
Senator Richard (Slots for Tots) 
Bryant of Nevada induced the 
General -Accounting Office to 
launch a $70,000 harassment of 
foe federal commission finding 
rampant compulsive gambling . 
Instead, his coutributor-constitu- 
ents’sbould get him to induce tax- 
free tribal profiteers to reduce foe 
$1.7 billion budget of Interior’s 
Bureau of In dian Affairs. 

The most serious challenge to 
the BDNL will come from the 
cyberbettors. Government-spon- 
sored gambling will whet the next 
generation's appetite for ever 
greater rip-offs of indigent thrill- 
seekers. The great national bet 
would ultimately be covered and 
raised: On the Internet, helping 
squeeze a few hundred million 
taka out of Bangladesh, millennial 
gamblers can foresee foe Trillion- 
Dollar Global Jackpot. 

The New York Times. 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


The Chinese Are Right Use the Russian Army 


Jonathan Mirsky’s "The Chi- 
nese, Too, Have Much to Apol- 
ogize For’ ’ (Opinion, Dec. 2) sug- 
gests that the Chinese government 
shopld apologize to its own 
people for its bad human rights 
record, instead of merely demand- 
ing an apology from Tokyo for 
war atrocities. This argument, 
however, cleverly twists and dis- 
torts the issue. No Chinese troops, 
whether Comm unis t or Nation- 
alist, have never gone to Japan to 
kill hundreds of thousands of local 
people in a matter of few weeks. 

Japan is perhaps the only issue 
that unifies an otherwise diverse 
body of Chinese communities 
around the world. 

China’s bitter feelings toward 
Japan do not come from nowhere. 
Of the 14 wars that Japan waged 
between its 1868 Meiji Restora- 
tion and the end of World War DL 
10 were directed at C hina. 

Today, most Japanese under 
the age of 45 know about Hiroshi- 
ma but not the Rape of Nanking, 
not Manchuria, not Pearl Harbor 
and not Auschwitz. Instead, Ja- 
pan's collective amnesia contin- 
ues, at least until all those victims 
of the Japanese imperial army 
pass away. 

Around the world, the trend is 
to pursue and bring ro justice 
those who committed mass 
killings. But not in Japan. 

YUBIN. 

Hong Kong. 


If we believe Jim Hoagland’s 
numbers in "An American Mil- 
itary Priority: Feed the Russian 
Army" ( Opinion . Nov. 2 1), 1.5 
milli on soldiers getting approx- 
imately $4 per month. This is a 
requirement of approximately $6 
million a month, or $72 million a 
year. These military forces could 
be employed by NATO. 

They could remain under the 
military control. of the Russian 
democracy and be assigned to 
Russia. They could be used to 
maintain Russian democracy. In 
addition, they could be used by 
NATO, in agreement with the 
Russian military establishment, 
for special projects. These could 
include maintenance of stability 
in such places as Kosovo or foe 
Middle East. ' 

Overall, there is the potential 
for great benefit at a relatively 
small price. It is in foe best interest 
of all democratic governments to 
keep foe Russian military intact 
ana viable. 

JOHN P. SORIN. 

Chicago. 

Bland Banknotes 

Regarding "A Faceless Cur- 
rency Representing a Virtual 
Europe ” by Regis Debray (Opin-- 
ion. Nov. 28): 

. A little more than 50 years ago, 
when foe Deutsche mark came 
into being, foe first banknotes 


were printed in secrecy in the 
United States. These bland bank- 
notes were seen by many as toy 
money. That unspectacular birth 
did not prevent foe Deutsche mark 
from becoming one of the most 
powerful symbols of foe new and 
democratic Germany. 

Today the German currency 
proudly stands for what is mem- 
orable in foe country's long past. 
In foe not too distant future the 
European banknotes and coins 
will stand for the history of a 
proud continent that has finally 
grown together after so many cen- 
turies of division and strife. 

KLAUS B. STADIE. 

L’Etang-la-Ville, France. 

Don’t Heed Kissinger 

The commentary by Henry Kis- 
singer ( “The Poi/u Is Not Inspec- 
tion but the Toppling of Saddam,” 
Dec. /) should alert readers to foe 
delusions and dangers of real- 
politik. This odious approach 
would trash foe UN Charter and 
guarantee more Iraqi deaths and 
suffering, all to ensure U.S. he- 
gemony in tins oil-rich region. 

The reprehensible attitude be- 
hind this attack mentality reveals 
a callous disregard for civilized 
methods of human interaction. 
Mr. Kissinger’s unethical counsel 
should be spumed by the "so- 
called world community” that he 
holds in such low regard. 

JOHN OTRANTO. 

Munich. 


Dirty Streets Aren t Just 
A Job for Government 


By Jonathan Yardley 


W ASHINGTON— A month 
ago, the economist and so- 
cial critic John Kenneth Galbraith 
marked his 90th birthday. Paying 
his respects in foe current New 
Yorker. John Cassidy makes par- 
ticular mention of “The Affluent 
Society,” Mr. Galbraith’s most 
important and enduring book, 
bringing to mind both its formi- 
dable strengths and its occasional 
shortcomings. 

"The Affluent Society” was 
published in 1958. 1 recall reading 
it when I was 19. Its basic 

MEANWHILE 

critique of capitalism has re- 
mained part of me ever since, a 
counterpoint to the conservatism 
to which, with increased age. I 
have predictably succumbed 
The strongest of Mr. Galbraith’s 
arguments, in Mr. Cassidy’s 
words, is "that capitalism, left to its 
own devices, doesn’t work prop- 
erly: it excludes foe poor, ruins foe 
environment and rails to deliver 
enough collectively produced 
goods, such as roads, reservoirs, 
schools and hospitals." 

Mr. Galbraith wrote, memor- 
ably, about the immense value we 
place on * ‘privately produced pro- 
duction' ’ as against our contempt 
for public services, which leads to 
"private opulence and public 
squalor." At best, he said "pub- 
lic services are a necessary evil; at 
worst, they are a malign tendency 
against which an alert community 
mbst exercise eternal vigilance.'' 

He went on: "Such attitudes 
lead to some interesting contra- 
dictions We set great store by 

foe increase in private wealth but 
regret foe added outlays for foe 
police force by which it is pro- 
tected. Vacuum cleaners to en- 
sure clean houses are praise- 
worthy and essential in our stan- 
dard of living. Street cleaners to 
ensure clean streets are an un- 
fortunate expense." 

All of which is true, yet it fells 
short of the truth. Mr. Cassidy 
says, accurately, that one great er- 
ror of Mr. Galbraith's is his con- 
viction. as expressed in * *1116 New 
Industrial Stale," that economic 
competition is disappearing and 
that “an all-powerful corporate 
bureaucracy’ 1 will rale foe world 
But the error that runs deepest 
is Mr. Galbraith’s ardent belief in 
the beneficent and curative effects 


of government. As recently as 
“The Good Society,” published 
two years ago, he contended that 
foe solution to social problems — 
he identified them with his cus- 
tomary wit, acuity and style — 
lies in an activist, all-encom- 
passing government that regards 
no aspect of human existence as 
too trivial for its attentions. 

Yet if we have learned in recent 
years that foe rise of foe mul- 
• tinflti nnal corporations docs not 
doom us to the decline of com- 
petition, so, too, have we learned 
that there are real limits on whai 
government can do. 

Doubtless we Americans have 
overreacted to the excesses of in- 
trusive government, especially 
under the stimulus of the senti- 
mental rhetoric of Ronald Re- 
agan. But the suspicion with 
which foe public sector is now 
viewed is not wholly a blind re- 
action. There are reasons for it. 

One of these came to mind 
while I was rereading foe passage 
quoted above. The image of im- 
maculate bouses serviced by 
privately owned vacuum cleaners 
and filthy streets unattended by 
public cleaners is graphic but in- 
complete. It assumes an either/or. 

Either we have private self-in- 
dulgence or we have public neg- 
lect. It does not consider foe pos- 
sibility that there are limits to 
what public service can provide 
and that foe only way to go be- 
yond those limits entails private, 
notpnblk, action. 

The streets upon which I look 
as these words are written — foe 
intersection of Fifth and A streets 
NE in Washington — come close 
to fitting Mr. Galbraith's notion of 
dirt, if not outright squalor. 

There are bits and pieces of 
paper lying in foe curbs, recycling 
bins strewn on the sidewalks, 
glass and plastic bottles in the 
gutters: in the middle of one block 
is a huge pile of trash half on the 
sidewalk, half on foe street. 

Yet only 48 hours ago the 
garbage trucks made their way 
through foe neighborhood, and as 
these words are written foe re- 
cycling contractor is picking up 
the loads left for it. 

But private citizens treat foe 
streets and sidewalks with indif- 
ference, if not contempt. The 
point should be obvious: Govern- 
ment can't do everything. 

The Washington Pan. 
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U.S. Arms Sales to Latin America 
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CARTAGENA, Colombia — Sixteen months 
ago, the administration of President Bill Clinton 
a de facto ban on sales of the most advanced 
U.S. weapons to countries in Latin America, and 
many feared the change would unleash a flood of 
fighter jets and other sophisticated weaponry into 
a region still haunted by rivalries ana political 
instability. 

But nothing happened. 

The wave of arms sales that many predicted — 
for better (more exports for American arms 
makers) or worse (a dangerous arms race) — has 
not materialized. And with the economic slow- 
down that hi! Asia last year still rippling around 
die world, there are few signs that any country in 
South or Central America will soon be able to 
afford the sophisticated weapons. 

Chile, whose interest in buying as many as 24 
F-16 fighters in large part prompted the Clinton 
administration to reverse the prohibitions, has pnt 


off its purchase indefinitely. Chile’s defense min- 
ister, Jose Florencio Guzman, placed the blame 
squarely on “the international financial crisis.'* 

“Until that situation is clear, we are not going 
to be in a position to make a decision,” Mr. 
Guzman said Wednesday in an interview on the 
closing day of a conference of defense ministers 
from the Americas in Cartagena. 

Only one other country, Ecuador, has even 
expressed an interest in purchases. The U.S. State 
Department, which controls foreign sales of mil- 
itary equipment, made it clear late last year that 
Ecuador would not be considered until it resolved 
its border dispute with Peru. It did so this year, 
but since then neither Ecuador nor any other 
country has applied to the State Department, and 
none is expected to A) so soon, officials said. 

In three days of meetings, cocktail parties and 
other functions at the conference, the issue was 
never seriously discussed, U.S. officials said. 
Chile's thwarted plans did not even come up at a . 
meeting Wednesday between Mr. Guzman and 
the U.S. secretary of defense, William Cohen. 


“Its not something on tny agenda,” Mr. Co- 
hen said on the eve of the meetings. 

Pentagon and Clinton administration officials 
portray what has happened as a vindication of the 
decision to lift the ban, which was imposed by 
President Jimmy Carter in 1978 to deny modem 
weaponry to the military dictatorships that then 
held sway in most of the region. 

Mr. Canton reversed the policy at the urging of 
the Pentagon, which viewed arms sales as a way 
to shore up U.S. manufacturers and help Latin 
American countries make their militaries more 
modem and professional. Officials contended 
that the reawakening democracies in Latin Amer- 
ica had matured enough to be treated like other 
countries around the world by resolving their 
territorial disputes and establishing civilian con- 
trol over their militaries. 

There was “all this controversy” about the 
impact of the policy change, said Peter Romero, 
the U.S. assistant secretary of state for inter- 
American affairs, who attended the conference. 
“It hasn't panned out-” 


“That has to do with a couple of things,” he 
said. “One, there's peace in the region, and two, 
these militaries are looking at this in the long 
term, as part of their modernization plans.” 

Others, however, point to hard economic real- 
ities, which have depressed .sales globally, es- 
pecially for aircraft manufacturers such as Boe- 
ing and Lockheed Martin. 

Over the last year, a number of Latin American 
countries, including Brazil, have had to rethink 
plans to modernize their forces because of eco- 
nomic difficulties. Chile has seen a debilitating 
drop in the price of copper, one of its leading 
sources of revenue. 

“The fact that there’s no major sale is as modi, 
a result of -economics as a result of policy," said 
Richard Grimmett, an American analyst who 
monitors the international arms trade for the 


sales of advanced weaponry bat required the 
to Dcoanment-to consider prospective ‘sales 

the United 


Congressional Research Service. “Despite the 

em do, they 


window-shopping that a lot of them 
don’t have the resources.” 

The executive order that President Carter 
signed in 197S did not represent an absolute ban 


an 

Stale D^anxnent- to 
with “a presumption of denial.” Si 
States granted approval for only one major sale, 
during die tune die restrictions were in effect 
President Ronald Reagan let Venezuela buy two 
dozen F*I6$ in 1981, citing a threat from Cbha. 

As a region, Latin Amenca spends loss on the 
military than any other part of fee world, and the 
market for high-tech sales has always been 
viewed as-nslatively modest. ranging from $500 
milliohto$2 billxmayBar-atzaosL- 

Byron CaDan^ an aerospace analyst for Mesrill 
Lynch in New Yoric.said militaries in Latin Amer- 
ica often facedintemalthrears not easily attacked 
with supersonic fighters and air-to-air missiles. 

In the years ahead, he said, these countries arc 
more likely to warn equipment such as trucks and 
transport helicopters, which were never covered 
by die ban. “The most pressing problems they, 
seem to have axe internal rebel movements and 


drug traffickers,” Mr. Calian said. “They may 
not necessarily need muitirole combat aircraft. 


RATES: Central Banks Coordinate Cut 
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“Overall, I’m satisfied.” be said. “We 
saw how the crises in Asia were not 
without impact. On that basis we wel- 
come this step.” 

Most economists said the central 
bankers had strong fundamental reasons 
for opening the monetary spigots a biL 

“I think it’s a brave decision,” said 
Kermit Schoenholtz, global economist 
at Salomon Smith Barney in London. 
“There are many who feared that the 
extensive criticism from political poli- 
cymakers would prevent the European 
Central Bank from taking action because 
they would be worried about being seen 
as responding to political pressure. 

“What tins showed is mar they real- 
ized that they were brave enough to 
realize that their credibility is not en- 
hanced by making bad decisions.” 

Even though Germany reported that 
its economic growth had accelerated in 
the third quarter, government and' in- 


BANK: 

A Game-Plan Switch 
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the European economy. 

Declining confidence carries the risk 
of delayed or canceled purchases, in- 
vestment and hiring as Europeans fear 
the repercussions from market turmoil, 
recessions in Asia or weak exports. 

All significant measurements of con- 
fidence nave fallen in recent mouths. For 
the 11 euro nations, the index of overall 
economic confidence fell to 103.7 points 
in October, from 104 J in September, 
according to EuroStat, the EU’s sta- 
tistics agency. Euro wide manufacturing 
and construction confidence indexes 
also have tumbled. 

In Germany, Europe's biggest eco- 
nomic engine, overall confidence as 
measured by the respected Ifo economic 
research institute plunged to 92.4 in Oc- 
tober, from 98.4 as recently as July and 
over 100 a year ago. Ifo’s manufacturing 
index slumped to 95.9 in October, after 
107.2 a year earlier. 

In Frankfurt on Tuesday, Mr. Duis- 
enberg said that die slowdown in Europe 
bad now become “unequivocal” and 
that "the risks are on the downside." 

Europe’s central banks had a practical 
reason to lower lending rates early. By 
acting early, they might preempt an un- 
controllably strong exchange rate fra: the 
euro, a factor that could worsen economic 
confidence even further. The euro, many 
believe, could strengthen against the dol- 
lar after January in much the same way 
that the Deutsche mark tends to 
strengthen in times of economic turmoil. 

“Confidence is very sensitive to the 
dollar,” Ms. Cottrell said. Exports be- 
come pricier and less competitive as a 
currency appreciates, and policymakers 
fear that the strong capital nows into the 
euro after its January launch will only 
inflate its value as investors balance their 
portfolios to include the new money. 

If a strong euro pressures (he dollar 
lower, (he European Central Bank could 
act within a few months with another 
rate cut, economists said. But with the 
various national central banks having 
acted now, the European Central Bank 
will begin operations Jan. 1 free to con- 
centrate on the complex logistics of its 
inception, without needing to package 
and present something as climactic as a 
reduction in lending rates. 

“They probably feel they could do 
without this sort of excitement at the 
beginning,” said Thomas Mayer, a se- 
nior economist in Frankfurt for Gold- 
man Sachs & Co. “They are ge 
things out of the way and starting wii 
less trouble.” 

Until Thursday. Europe’s central 
bankers had encouraged a different per- 
ception of the interest rue timetable. 
"There has not been much telegraphing; 
there were no signals,” Mr. Mayer said. 

Under die conventional view, Europe's 
new central bank would have announced 
the starting level for the euro's interest 
rates at its next meeting, on Dec. 22. Thai 
would allow the 1 1 nations to harmonize 
their interest rates before moving uni- 
formly to a single European rale. It would 
also have allowed the European Central 
Bank to give Europe’s economy an early 
Christmas presenL 


d us try economists have all been slashing 
their projections for next year. 

Inflation, already low in Europe, has 
declined even further in the last year. In 
Germany, inflation has dropped to an 
annual rate of 0.7 percent this year, and 
many analysts say the country is already 
on the brink of at least mild deflation. 

Economists across Europe have 
slashed their growth predictions for the 
entire euro zone, to less than 2.5 percent 
in 1999 from about 3 percent in 199S. 
With inflation having an but evaporated, 
economists said the central bankers had 
maneuvering room to inject extra money 
into the economy without endangering 
price stability. 

"If you look over the last 12 months, 
inflation has dropped subs tantiall y and 
interest rates have not,” said Mr. 
Fahrinkrug* of Warburg Dillon Read. 
“The European- Central Bank has 
demonstrated that it is sensitive to global 
woes and that it is ahead of the curve.” 

But at least a few economists and 
analysts suspected that politics played at 
least an indirect role. Skeptics noted that 
political leaders and central bankers 
have been in some ways shadowboxing 
around a trade-off between hawkish 
monetary policy and adherence to tough- 
minded government budget policies. 

Mr. Lafon caine’s top economic ad- 
viser stunned many economists last 
month by publicly arguing that Euro- 
pean countries might have to relax the 
tough rules of die Maastricht treaty that 
calls for limits on budget deficits for 
countries adopting the euro. Others lead- 
ers have suggested that governments 
might have no choice but to increase 
spending if the central bank refused to 
lower interest rates. 

"I think it was kind of a poker game 
between the governments and the central 
bankers,” said Emmanuel Ferry, econ- 
omist at Credit Commercial de France in 
Paris. “I think there was some very 
tough bargaining going on between the 
governments and the central bankers, 
and that there was a trade-off between 
monetary policy and fiscal policy.” 

But Mr. Ferry said he was as surprised 
as most other people that the bankets 
moved as early as they did. 

“The timing is a big surprise, because 
personally I was anticipating a cat dur- 
ing the fust quarter of next year,” be 
said. “Our idea was that the first move 





Some of file 10,000 unemployed who marched Thursday in the 
streets of Marseille to demand’ a Christmas bonus of 3,000 francs. 


BOEING: Faltering in Race With Airbus 
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blame for only a small part of the com- 
pany’s troubles. 

"Yes, external factors have played a 
role,” said Byron Calian, an aerospace 
analyst at Merrill Lynch in New York. 


“Bat 80 percent to 90 percent of the 
problems Boeing b 


would be carried out by the European 
Central Bank.” 

The decision to reduce rates i 
have been made ou Tuesday, 
central bankers from each country ) 
ingthe euro met in Frankfurt forai 
meeting of the governing council 



suggested that central bankers were con- 
cerned about an economic slowdown, 
though he gave no clear signal that a rate 
was imminent. 

Mr. Tletmeyer could not officially 
commit the Bundesbank to a rate cut 


loeing has today arc problems 
that Boeing created. ” 

Airbus operates in the same global 
economy as Boeing, yet it appears to be 
suffering far less. Just how well — or 
badly — Airbus is doing is diffi cult to 
measure because it does not have to 
disclose its financial condition the way 
Boeing does. 

But David Venz, an Airbus spokes- 
man, said Wednesday that the airplane 
maker had lost orders for only 15 of its 
single-aisle models because of the Asian 
recession and had only a handful of 
finished jels sitting in storage waiting for 
buyers to arrange financing for them. 
Boeing, on the other hand, has 24 planes 
in storage, down from 36 at the end of * 
June. 

The two competitors approach the 
market in different ways. Airbus, which 
is hampered by European restrictions on 
laying off workers, has decided to ex- 
pand its production steadily. It plans to 
produce 234 planes this year, 293 in 
1999 and 317 in 2000. 

Boeing is more manic, 
duction and hiring tens of 
workers in boom tones, then laying them 
off when the downturn comes. It says it 
will produce 550 passenger jets this year 
and a record 620 next year before slow- 
ing to 490 in 2000. 

Boeing's current troubles dace to its 
decision in 1996 to win market share at 
all costs. Worried that it would lose 
ground to Airbus, Boeing agreed to de- 
liver hundreds of. ^planes at reduced 
prices in the mistaken belief that it could 
overhaul its antiquated production meth- 
ods and deliver a record number of 
planes at the same time. 


years ago,” said E. Han Kim, a professor 
of finance and international business at 
(he University of Michigan Business 
School- 

Many of the new workers did not have 
the same refined skills as those they 
replaced. To make matters worse, Boe- 
ing's factories were soon overwhelmed 
fry parts shortages . Productkm feli so far - 
out of kilter that the company was forced 
to freeze production of its 747 and 737 
models for a month in October 1997 to 
catch up. 

- Hie blonder cost the company $4 bil- 
lion in accounting charges and angered 
many of its customers. Airbus has; ' 
won orders from longtime Boeing 
tomers such as United Airlines, United' 
Parcel Service and British Airways. 

Boeing, in toe meantime, is stiDtpring 
to recover. Harry Stonecipher, Boeing’s 
president, said Wednesday thatihe com- 
pany still took 20 percent to 30 percent 
mare hours to produce a plane than it did 
in 1994. - . 
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After laying off 30,000 worfaersduring days during tl 
slump in the early 1990s, Boeing hired ations in 1995. 


division in September and 1 instatHngr 
Alan Mulaliy, who played a key role in 
the development of the 777, Boeing's ' 
chairman, Philip Cqndit, says that Boe- • 
ing is committed . to increasing its pro- j 
ductivity and that be- still drinks the • 
company can achieve double-digit profit 
margins, though be will not say when. 

Mr. Mulaliy is now in the unenviable 
tion of having to motivate a work 
to produce at ifc peak- when it > 
knows (hat the ax is about to ML “I ; 
imagine that you could probably scrape 
morale off the floor at this point,” Mr. 
Calian said. 

And because Boeing must still pro- 
duce 620 planes next year, most of the^ 
layoffs will probably occur in the lastW 
half of the year,' just when Boeing is ; 
scheduled to begin negotiating a new 
contract wife the International Associ- 
ation of Machinists, which represents 
40,000 Of its hourly workers. The union • 
went on strike against Boeing for 69‘ 


ft. 
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the last roand of negoti- 


32,000 in just 1 8 months. Though Boeing 
has the image of a technologically ad- 


European Central Bank. 
After ti 


the council meeting broke up 
Tuesday evening, Wim Duisenberg, 
president of the European Central Baltic, 


without bringing the issue to a vote by ' vanced company, each of its planes is 
his bank’s brauti of directors. As a result, essentially custom-made from millions 
the decision had to wait until Thursday, of parts that are tracked by paper, 
when the Bundesbank met for its fort- - “They are still building these aircraft 
nightly meeting. in the primitive way they were using 40 


If things do not improve at Boeing 
soon, the machinists may not be the only 
ones fearing for their jobs. “I don’t 
know bow many chances you get to get 
your credibility back,” said Nicholas 
Heymann, an aerospace analyst at 
Prudential Securities. 


TORIES: Hague Sets Off a Rebellion in the House of Lords 
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contrasted his own pragmatic approach 
in office to 1 ‘dying gloriously like James 
IV at Flodden Field,” an event that 
occurred in 1513. 

Mr. Hague has had scant success with 
the party leadership he inherited 18 
months ago after the Conservatives' 
most humiliating national election de- 
feat this century, and this unexpected 
fracas in his most committed corner has 
deepened doubts about his ability to 
reverse the party’s falling fortunes. “It 
has left those of us who have been sup- 
porting Mr. Hague very loyally in the 



Uenia w’BrtilrT' 


William Hague, the Tories' leader. 


Lords not sure which way to turn,” said 
Lord Fraser. 

At issue in Thursday’s case was an 
attempt to forge a compromise between 
the governing Labour Party’s desire to 
abolish the right of hereditary peers to sit 
and vote in the House of Laras and the 
Conservative leadership’s strategic de- 
cision to protest that action by obstruct- 
ing Labour's legislative program as 
much as possible. 

The hereditary peers are the mar- 
quesses, earls, viscounts, dukes and bar- 
ons who pass their titles down from 
generation to generation. The other 
members of the House of Lords are life 
peers, men and women appointed by 
prime ministers and having no right to 
pass their positions along to theirheirs. 
They will retain the right to vote under 
the Labour reform. 

The House of Lords has the power to 
delay but not defear bills passed by (he 
House of Commons. At Mr. Hague’s 
insistence, the upper body had been ex- 
ercising that power in the most delib- 
erately obstructionist way possible, re- 
peatedly sending measures back to 
Commons and threatening to bottle up 
other legislation central to the govern- 
ment's program. 

In an effort to avoid the looming con- 
frontation, Lord Cranborne, with Mr. 
Hague’s blessing, entered negotiations 
wim Prime Minister Tony Blair and came 
away with a plan that gaine d the approval 
of his Conservative colleagues w the 


Lords. The deal would allow 10 percent 
of die 750 hereditary peers to keep their 
voting rights for several years m ex- 
change for a promise from the lords that 
they would not throw up any more road- 
blocks to legislation coming to them. 

Hie error that was to cost him his job 
was his failure to teU Mr. Hague that he 
had not just discussed a deal, but rather 
that he had struck one. “He was au- 
thorized to negotiate, but had no right to 
agree to anything, ’’ a spokesman for Mr. 
Hague said. 

Mr. Blair and Mr. Hague squared off 
at their weekly questions time debate in 
the House of Commons on Wednesday 
with the prime minister fully aware of 
the deal but the Conservative leader only 
hastily informed that morning. When 
Mr. Hague opposed it, the prime min- 
ister went after him. 

“What it proves is that even when 
hereditary Conservative peers in the 
House of Lords are prepared to agree to 
change, you are not,’ Mr. Blair said. 
“That’s the absurd position you have 
reduced yourself to. If anything indi- 
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Economy Still 
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Lord Fraser explaining his protest 


set off the mass resignation of the Tory 


leadership in the upper body. 

Cranborne’ s replacement. Lord 


Lord 


tt is 


of his position was 
Hague 


judgment 1 
The a? 

particularly galling to Mr. Hague, who Is 
an accomplished debater. His perfor- 
mance in Consnons is the only area where 
be has gotten the best of Mr. Blair. 

Suing by his unaccustomed setback, 


Strathclyde, agreed to take the job only 
after Mr. Hague accepted the disputed 
compromise to preserve some hereditary 
peers for a transitional period in ex- 
change for a more cooperative attitude 
toward the government. 
r M r. Hague has emerged weakened 
from (be clash and with his party in- 
creasingly distracted by internal foods 
from fulfilling its opposition role. 

Lord Cranborne, whose ancestors in- 
clude a prime minister and a number of 
public figures who have resigned or been 
impeached, has emerged more serenely. 
Coming out of his Chelsea home on 


Mo rgan Stanley Dean Witter, expects 
government spending and tax cuts to stem 
theaxmomy’s fell, but wily temporarily. 
He is predicting flat growth fear next year, 
but *' *inea the economy will be right back 
in the tank in the year 2000” unless the 
government pours ever largo: sums into 
the economy to keep it propped up. 

That, however, - will be difficult, with 
the nation’s debts mounting to historic 
levels. The nation’s outs tanding debts 
are to hit 560 trillion yen ($4.6 .trillianj, 
exceeding GDP by 13 percent* when the 
fiscal year ends March 31, 1999, ac- 
cording to the Finance Mxoiszxy. 

“The fact (hat the national debt iJ^3 
percent of GDP is serious, but wifjjps 
more troublesome is that die figure will 
only grow more,” Mr. Ushiknbo said, 
“ft s getting out of controL” 

_ If the increase continues, Japan will 
either have to raise taxes or significantly 
cut spending to service the debt, both of 
which can hurt the economy and create a 
hardship on the population. 

Ute most troubling tiling is that Japan 
aromas to have no “exit strategy,” said 
Mr. Young, except stimulus p ackages 
■“Despite a number of economic st' 
ulus packages, deflationary pressm 
mounting in Japan as declines, in 
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ductioo, income expenditure, 'end 


Lords to fire Lord Cranborne. The move ing forward to a life of leisure.’ 



prices, albeit moderate; have apparently 
started to run in a vicious circle,’ ' said a 


study released Thursday by the Japan 
Center for Economic Research. .The 
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day — which was unprecedented in the 
breadth of its coordination by all 11 
central banks launching the common 
currency — came so suddenly that 
neither the German Bundesbank nor die 
European Central Bank had any time to 
drop the usual hints in advance. 

In hindsight, it turns out that die econ- 
omy evidently could not wait another 
three weeks. The European Central Bank 
said this week that it had lowered its 
growth forecast for the eurozone to 2.5 
percent, a slowdown from an estimated 3 
percent for this year. It warned, however, 
that growth could be even lower. 


SUDAN: 2 Roman Catholic Priests on Trial for Bombings Could Face Crucifixion 

ed up 33 other people, mostly opposition State television showed a videotape of ^S^^S^ tm ^ 200l,abdtben 

political figures. Father Bcma, 57, making a confession. Economists said ianon’» ■ . Lrj L h/ • 

“The timing of the arrests and state- Clerics here privately say he may have j - • 

men ts^ghgovemm^toffidalssug- done so afteTbeing Lid tbatit™ th£ mSS&SS; T • 
gests the bombings served as a pretext to gjj ^ to 'spare his junior colleague, ' 


people from the south of Sudan, a black 
African, largely Christian region that has 
been at war with the Arab, strongly 
The cropping of interest rates Thurs- Muslim north for 15 years. 


All but two of the priests' 18 co- 
defendants are southerners who, like an 
estimated 1 .8 mfllion others over the last 
15 years, fled die fighting in the rural 
south and settled near Khartoum. 

The dusty shantytowns that harbor the 
transplanted southerners, many contain- 
ing makeshift churches, now account for 
40 percent of die Khartoum population, 
encircling the capital in a pattern that 
looks something like a noose to ap- 
prehensive government officials. 

Last month, in a routine demolition of 
another sort, government bulldozers 
rumbled over a squatter village in an area 


of the capita] known as Carton Kassala. 

The timing of the bombings, inde- 
pendent observers say, suggests the gov- 
ernment planned them. The blasts, in die 
middle of the night, injuring no one, 
occurred not only on toe anniversary of 


the 1989 coup, but also on the day the 
president. Lieutenant General Omar 
Hassan Ahmad Bashir, signed a con- 
stitution that apparently opened toe door 
to legal opposition parties. That is some- 
thing Sudan has not had since 1989. 


stop opposition political parties from 


inside Sudan,” the group 
said. The charges against toe opposition 
figures were dropped, and this week a 
new law was announced that nominally 
reinstates a multiparty system. 

The priests became prime suspects 


spare 

tijano, from further abuse. 


One day before the devices exploded, Aug. l,~when security police swept into 
National Islamic From official warned Sl Mai 


a 

of “terrorist parties.” Two days later. 
General Bashir cited them in postponing 
the legalization of parties. 

The New York-based monitoring 
group Human Rights Watch said that, 
before charging the priests and south- 
erners, Sudanese security police round- 


Matthew’s Cathedral in Khartoum to 
arrest Father Boma, the chancellor of the 
Carbolic archdiocese of Khartoum, who 
was accused of masterminding the plot 


When Lawyers were finally permitted 
ibrtly before their 


to see the suspects, shortly 

a having been 


trial, all but rate reporte 
tortured and pleaded not guilty. 


ana te«ues it produces. Private capital . 
expenditures .fell 4.6 percent during toe •• 
Juiy-September period, the fourth cod- ... 
secunve quarter of declines. . 

For the economy to mmrove, toe J- 
weds to. be., 
sjreogtoened,” Mr. Ushflaubo said. 
They can do-that through downsh 
J^^ncmring and laying off excess 

"* _ not: 

the important/ : ~ 
^ — dworic .for a j\ 
£° V 5?L dming hopeless period.” ; 

political matferj then that wiilmake it 

very difficult for them later if foey want " f 

to ask for forgiveness.” . . ; : f^StoKture by reducing; taxes- 


Catholic officials in Khartoum de- 
clined to comment on toe case, citing toe 
advice of lawyers. Pleas from Amnesty 
Internationa! and European diplomats 
here have foiled to halt toe mg*g trial, 
which opened Oct 12. 

“1 don't want toe Catholic Church to 



they know that Father Hillary did it,” he 
said, “and they want to take it as a 
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There Are 2 Distinctive Melodies 


Ln Recordings for the Holiday Season 


P ARIS—- There are two main, 
strains of refrains on the rec- 
ord-album market this season. 
At least that's one way to cut 
the cards — new female singers -and 
reissued ja 2 z classics. What does it 
mean about the respective forms 
when the best pop singers are women 
and the most noteworthy jazz releases 
are reissues? It means that when you- 
consider all. -the rest in addition, 
there's a Jot to listen to. And then, hats 
off to Frank Zappa and the Mothers of 
Invention — “everybody's rela- 
tives*’ are a refrain by themselves, 


By Mike Zwerin 

htiemuiitmul Htrjfd Tribune 


such new onginals as “Harlem in 
Havana” (“Silver spangles/See ’em 
dangle/In the farm boys’ eyes’ 'J and 
“Face lift’’ (“You khow/Happi- 
ness/Is the best/Face lift"). 


AHMAD JAMAL TRIO, “Live at. the ; 
Pershing" (2 CDs*- Chess/GRP): If-, 
ever an album deserved ro be called 
seminal, it Is this reisiue from' 1958: 
“But Not for M&” (the subtitfe);and v 
"Surrey With the fringe ^ori , Top? - 
- were Jamal *s best kiiQwii. jearly min- 
‘J^lmalist masteipieces. He wasalesson 1 
' in implication, in how to leave out the 
unessential. Tbelow cusiomerhub- 
bub soothes the • trio, Ttelping 7 than 
build, a bridge between cocktail (en- 


HUUUE HANCOCK, “Mr. Funk” 
(Columbia): Music builr for speed. 
Break the five-mile jog, the 10- 
trafftc-ligbt barrier up Thud Avenue. 
From “‘Watermelon ’ Man” to 
“CanteloupeTsIand” and “Rock It,” 
Hancock covers a distance all the way 
from D .(distortion) to E (electronics) 
to F (funk and fusion). Which is 
plenty far enough .— no quibbles, 
please. Commercial compromise 
sounds like, a heap of fun. Never has 
such a monster covered so much 
ground and back safest 


VIRAINIA RODBI0UU, “Sol 

Negro” (Hannibal): Her- .angelic 
voice marries a unique timbre with a 


tenainraentj and jazz (creative) pi-, 
ajto. (The difference, as Toots Thiele-; • 
.mans once said, ‘.‘depends on who’s - 
drinking the cocktails.’’)” ‘ ” . 


PA.V 


LAURYN HILL. ‘‘The Miseducatioirof 

Lauxyn Hill” (Ruffhoas^Colorabia): - 
Hill’s first solo, album sold 420,000 
copies in its first week release 
breaking . Madonna- s record for the 
most sales in that span by a woman: 
Hill was the female rapper in the 
Fugees, which was made up of three 
extremely talented bur how. alas, 
former best friends.-She is perhaps die 



L most successfully adventurous rapper 
(forking today. overflowing the styl- 
istic boundary. It’s jap with t he; no r- 
nial advanced bass and progjammed 
drums but on an unusually, refined 
level, nor something lame and (a me 
jusr profiting fromi the name. Yet she 
also tackles vocally embeliished, 
spine-tingling soul ballads with tfl- 

strumental and Choral finesse. 




profound sfcnsibilityl'She was bom 
- and raised in ; Salvador de Bahia, 
where African culture meets Por- 
tuguese. Her voice transcends the dis- 
tinction between erudite and popular. 
Caetano Veloso, .the singer-song- 
-writer who produced the album (the- 
;title‘ means “Black Sun”), cried 

when he first heard her. He said “to 
hear ih© celestial' voice that came out 
of the plump body of a robust blade 
woman.. moved me greatly.” The. 
songs sound more like opera arias or 
lieder than samba. 


JOHN coLTRANe. "The - Classic 
Quartet — Complete Studio Record- 


milks davis, ‘.‘Compete Birth of 
the Cool” (Capitol): Fifty years ago. 




AV/BOMfj 






r ’ ■** / 


"the Cool 1 ’.(Capitol): Fifty years ago, 
September .1948, Miles Davis led his 
first band during a two- week stand at 
the Royal Roost on Broadway. Now 
live tracks from the club have been 
.added to the original LP and all of it is 
remastered and reissued on CD to 
mark the anniversary.' There was a 
French horn and a tuba, in the front 
line, and people remarked abourhow 
“cool” it sounded. That was before 
“cool” joined “awesome” in the 
great Adjective Graveyard in the sky. 
True as any random milestone can be, 
this nonet marked jazz's passing'from 
‘ * hot' ’ (as. in Louis Armstrong and the 
Hot Five) to “cooL” For better or 
worse, it has been cool ever since. 


ings” (Impulse.'j: A sensationally 
ciuvr-sound-oualny eignt- 


and oo traexs ; # ■ ■ ™. — 

-4s<roi “Greensleeyes. *}£? 
ybreme,” ‘’Ascent and Mb®-. 

aiions. ' The quartet-uva-srodio for- 
mat spares the listener Trane sjome- 
times frustrating ***<*"?££. 
relation to find. And there »««**■ 
quality control (rare depthof sound), 
-i...- nrtlv horn is blown bv the 


quaijry conuw ' K h 

plus the only horn is blown by (he 
homblower we really want » hear- 
No weak live sets with hpur-Io^ 
bandstand solos to preserve oidy be- 
cause they- are there. AnwrelUgem 
filtering rather than an entire tncon 

touchy-feely product deserves 
Grammy on its own. 


frank zappa, “Mystery Disc” 
(Ryko): The Zappa . you always 
wanted ro hear but were afraid to ask 
for. A -wondrous succession of on- - 
ihe-Iarh humor- pins unchained mu- 
sicianship- Loopy out-takes and low- 
budget excerpts from presentations 
never .before beard. Collages and dia- 
logues. The party scene from the 
movie * ‘Mondo ' Hollywood. * ’ The 
“Uncle Meat” sessions. Along with 
Zappa on guitar, announcements and 
pronouncements (“We must over- 
throw the .diatonic:; system’'), Don. 
Preston, keyboards, Jimmy Carl 
Black, percussion, arid Ian Under- 
wood's saxophones. The “audio ver- 
ity story of Willie the Pimp.” And let 
us not forget - the classic “I Was a 
Teenage Malt Shop. ” 


1DNI MITCHELL. “Taming the Ti- 
oer”* (Reprise): One of the most nn~ 
Sini S durable female singer. 

tSfflmcels thaf s he too has : learned 
abounranimalisfli- 

eS£SS 5 s 
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Zimbabwe Highlands 

Testing the Waters for Trout 


By Donald G. McNeil Jr. 


Art - Yuri 77 oks Ssn h e 


AJR-ARE, Zimbabwe — I am 
nominally Scottish. 1 also, 
nominally, like ro fish. This 
should make me a perfect 
candidate for trout fishing in the moun- 
tains of eastern Zimbabwe, which are 
called the Scottish Highlands of 
Africa. 

Zimbabwe’s highlands are the 
Nyanga Mountains, nyanga meaning a 
witch doctor, or his horn crumpet. They 
are so beautiful that Cecil Rhodes, the 


a tiny duiker antelope from cover. We 
were later to see baboons, gnus and a 
scrofulous-looking luncheon party of 
vultures shouldering each other aside 
for the best bits of a cow that had been 
hit by a car. You don’t see that in 
Scotland much. 

Africa is generally a comment with- 
out kitsch, but we saw tiny indications 
that the locals were playing along with 
ihis Highland fling — there was an 
estate named Bonny Doon. of course. 






V SWAMPS 


and one sign advertising trout fishing 
"in our loch.” 


Ora o»p- Nfc Ax bbWT . 


diamond magnate turned empire builder 
fell in love with them and, naturally. 


bought them- His former homestead is 
now Nyanga National Park, where the 
weather is usually 20 degrees cooler 
than in the capital, Harare. 

I asked an acquaintance, Robert 
Mars den, if he would like to go. I had 
thought Roben was Scottish, since 1 saw 
him get married in a kilt — usually a 
dead giveaway. It turns out be did ir to 
please his bride. Mandy McGilp. Ir is 
through Mandy that 1 had learned just 
how serious an angler he is. They took 
their honeymoon in a fleabag hotel on 
an island off Mozambique, and when 
Mandy went to write “Honeymoon!” 
on their family calendar, she discovered 
that Robert had written “Fishing!” 

We were not heading out at the most 
felicitous moment. Early November is 
the end of the hot. dry season, and 1 
didn’t know whether there would be 
water left in the streams, nor how warm 
it would be — trout begin to die at 73 
degrees. Robert loid me. 


A. Question of Timing 


Our timing was inauspicious in other 
ays. The Zimbabwe dollar has fallen 


ways. The Zimbabwe dollar has fallen 
from 1 1 cents to less than 3 cents against 
the U.S. dollar in two years. And on the 
Friday morning we were to leave, the 
tabloid headline on my Johannesburg 
doorstep screamed “Troops in Zim on 
Full Alert” above a picture of a bumed- 
outbus. Harare, where we were to fly in, 
had had protests over the doubling of 
bus fares. 

I started to cancel everything, but 
then called a friend who edits a news- 
paper there. “That riot was Wednes- 
day.” he said. “Early Wednesday, ft’s 
been perfectly quiet since then.” 

Reasonably reassured, we went 
ahead. In fact, Harare was calm — and 
95 degrees Fahrenheit (35 degrees cen- 
tigrade). ■ — when we starred our three- 
hour drive to the Nyangas. The scenery ' 
started out flat, punctuated by the fas- 


Our destination was what my Lonely 
PlaneL guidebook had called "the 
lovely Troutbeck Inn.” It was built in 
1950 by a Major Robert Mcllwaine. 
w ho missed the hills of his native Ire- 
land and did his best to imitate them, 
building dams to create five lakes and 
planting forests of pines. His long, low 
hotel was built into a grass-covered 
hillside above two lakes. 

We got in at dusk. The front hall’s log 
fire beneath a portrait of the late major 
with his fly rod has been burning con- 
tinuously since 1 950. no matter w hat the 
weather or slate of the liberation wars. 
"If it goes out.” the receptionist said, 
"someone gets fired.” 

We made our way past a cozy bar 
decorated with framed flies, then down 
green-and-white halls hung with fox- 
hunting prints and sniffed Trout — the 
biggest a 6- pound. 8-ounce < 2.9-ki lo- 
gjam i rainbow. Our comfortable rooms 
had big double beds, big satellite tele- 
visions and big glass doors opening onto 
the lawn-bowling green and the lake. 
Each veranda had two chairs and a boot- 
scraper for clearing the mud from one's 
insteps. 

Under a sky speckled with shooting 
stars and faint satellites, we walked to 
the lake, which Roben pronounced per- 
fect. It was punctuated with thin wood 
jetties that, he explained, gave one the 
heighr to cast far out and keep the back- 
cast from tangling in the reeds. A few 
small, worn rowboats lined rite bank. 

We went in to dinner. The fixed-price 
menu had a vegetarian choice and two 
meat dishes. 1 thought the hotel could 
use a new chef less devoted to old- 
fashioned British food, but he may- 
know his audience. My roast beef, for 
example, came with a nice miniature 
Yorkshire pudding, but was cooked 
nearly gray and the horseradish sauce 
didn't bite. (This was to prove an 
omen.) 








'2 A mountain stream in Nutnga Nath wai Park, in Zimbabwe's highlands. 


« a vine him over. The poor guy had no 
idea what the prices were, but it hardly 
mattered. Excellent South African 
wines rarely cost more than S15. 

The next morning, w e hit the jetties at 
5. 1: was already light, and we resolved 
:o stan at 4:30 the next day. But most of 
the other guests were there for a soJf 
tournament, so we were alone, and it 
was gorgeous. In dawn's glow, a few 
fish mouths and a lot of frog mouths 
dappled the otherw ise fiat surface, and 
the only sounds were those of dabchicks 
and redknobbed coots. 

The coot defies description; its knobs 
and white face make it look like a bus- 
eyed grasshopper in a baseball cap. The 
dabchick. Africa's smallest waterfowl, 
looks like a fairy' godmother experiment 
gone wrong: a mouse changed into a 
duck. It flashes across the water squeak- 
ing like a panicked rodent, while the 
coot's call sounds like a baby sneezing 
inro a harmonica. At moments, ir got 
riotous. 

Our competitors were a martial eagle 
on a tree stump and a gray heron in the 
reeds, but they didn’t have any more 
luck than we did. 

The hotel’s fish warden, Shamiso 
Musenguri. saw me struggling to cast, 
put down his clipboard and showed me 
how- to float out line and then flick it 
overhand. Roben later said it was a roll 
cast. “It's easy, but it messes up the 
water.” he said. 


river. But President Robert Mugabe has 
Said it will not be disturbed because 
"Rhodes Mill pays his taxes" — that is. 
the site is a tourist attraction that draws 
in hard currency. 

We fished again that evening, com- 
peting for good spots w ith tired golfers. 
Not a nibble, and a misty cold from blew 
up ihe valley . 

At 4.30 the next morning, v.e felt 
like fools for rising earlier. * ‘Real Scot- 
ti>h weather.” Robert said cheerfully 
as we shivered, a cold drizzle running 
down our necks and the wind blowing 
our lines into the bushes so that I speni 
three minutes untangling lor every one 
spent casting. 

Thai day we explored the national 
park, visiting lakes and 500-year-old 
hilltop stone forts. Foolishly.’ we had 
left the rods behind, because in one 
clear stream, we found some pools w ith 
trout so eager that they mouthed liny- 
pebbles we threw - in. A fishing license 
in the park costs only SI. 25. and a 
comfortable chalet that sleeps five 
rents for SI 1 a night. 


W E also toured the Mare Dam 
Trout Research Center, 
where the government 
breeds fish. That afternoon, done in by 
two days of 4 A.M. wakc-up calls. I fell 
asleep." By the time I got to the water. 
Robert was standing on a small sandbar 
looking pleased with himself. “You 
missed all the action.” he said. He had 
two nice rainbows. 

1 kept trying, but no luck. As dark fell. 
1 walked along the dam wall. Just below 
was a small hatchery where one could 
hook fish practically out of a bathtub for 
S 1 .40 each. I was templed, but I have my 
pride. After all. this is supposed to be a 
zen an. one whose aim is perfection, nor 
dinner. 

After another dinner — at which J 
learned 1 like store-bought trout bener 
because it tastes less like lake bottom 
— we resolved to sleep in if the weath- 
er stayed Caledonian. It did. so we 
lagged until 6:30. Almost immedi- 
ately. Robert caught another, even big- 
ger trout. 1 congratulated him through 
clenched teeth. 

He let it go, graciously saying it was 
about the same size as the one That goi 
away from me. 


cinating balancing rocks for which the 
country is so well known that they ap- 


country is so well known that they ap- 
pear on its currency. 


We stopped at Halfway House, a 
thatch-roofed compound built in the 
middle of nowhere in 1-891 . There, one 
can enjoy a banana split or fresh rasp- 
berries on the lawn. Or pet the zebras 
and elands eating cabbage in a tiny zoo. 


Or browse the antique shop, which sells 
the cast-off touches of the English style 


the cast-off touches of the English style 
that once ruled the country: silver tea 
services and mahogany camp tables. 

After Halfway House, the road 
slowly climbed into an African version 
of the Highlands — craggy peaks dotted 
with umbrella thorn trees, we stopped 
to take pictures and accidentally flushed 


WlNlNttAHV DINING The service was 
'gracious arid well-meaning, but con- 
fused. The headwaiter kept taking us to 
an oddly shaped rear table, the only one 
set for three, until we asked if he could 
let us take one for four near the window, 
since the room wqs empty. He panicked 
briefly, then had five waiters reset a 
used table instead of just shifting one of 
the Reserved signs. 

When we asked for South African 
wine — I only drink Zimbabwean 
Mukuyu red in emergencies — there 
was another fire drill. Th3t page had 
been removed from the wine list be- 
cause the currency had fallen so fast that 
imports were outrageously cheap. 

But after three requests, a waiter went 
to the bar and broughr back a tray of 
bottles, which sent the guests who had 
by now filled the room into a flurry of 


The idea is to keep your fly airborne 
while paying out 40 "feet of line, and 
then lay it on the water as gently as a 
butterfly alighting on a rose. I d'id get 
one strike, and saw it jump — a rain- 
bow that I guessed to be about 40 
pounds of fighting demon. Robert said 
it was probably just shy of 2 pounds. In 
any case, it got away", so we’ll never 
know who was right. 

Robert is the kind of serious fisher- 
man who guts his first catch imme- 
diately to see what it likes to eat. and 
then checks his fly box to see if he has 
anything resembling iL 

With the day free, we drove to World 
View, which offered stunning mountain 
vistas and a stone viewing rower. The 
nearby Nyanga Park used to be Rhodes 
Inyanga Part There is a populist move 
afoot to dig up the Colossus' grave in the 
Matopo Hills and throw his cones into a 


The Fall- Winter Look for Tokyo's Teentown 


By Kaori Shoji 


T OKYO — In a city where every 
second person seems to wear or. 
rote some kind of luxury hrand or 
weld Me onto him- or herself, there is an 
area where the word on chic isn't nec- 
essarily Chanel, straight up. 

Tokyo's street kids (particularly 
girls), seen in and around the Shibuya 
.district, have long been writing new 
scenarios in regard to dress. This fall, 
their tastes run to sarcasm. 

Having tired of the French Slip Dress 
Look — short, cheap slivers of trans- 
parent rayon worn with chunky wooden 
sandals that was the rage this summer 
and prompted a' television commentator 
to say he felt transponed to a ’50s red- 


light district — they are now trading in 
Skimp for Schoolgirl. 


Skimp for Schoolgirl. 

“In” now are well-behaved knee- 
lengrh pleared skins, navy-blue coats 
and sweaters in every shade of gray, the 
season’s signature color. These are off- 
set by splashes of burgundy-colored 
boas and black boots that were last seen 
on the legs of the Wicked Queen in 
“Snow White.” 

Shibuya girls are experts when it 
comes to mixing messages: demure 
with bitchy, innocence and artfulness, 
chic with kitsch. 

Shibuya, otherwise known as 
Teentown With a Vengeance, is fiercely 
territorial and single-minded in its quest 
for hip. A giant ■ shopping mall and 
amusement park rolled into one, it 
boasts more retail outlets, swanky 
boutiques, trendy cafes and “love ho- 
tels,” the most number of femmes in 
great big boots and the least number of 
businessmen per square foot than any 
other district m Tokyo. 

Here, fashion trends are born and 
discarded at a ferocious pace. Every 
street is a runway, every comer a video- 
clip location site. Strut andbe strutted, is 
the norm. The very air is dense with 
modishness, inducing a high that can 
only be described as "textile tilt,” 

Waist high in fads and wardrobe con- 
cerns, the kids here, however, are not the 
fashion victims they seem at first sight. 
They have asserted themselves: if not 


masters then certainly benevolent em- 
ployers. For them, fashion is not a 
means to a beautifying end but a public 
relations office that does all the talking, 
promoting, even apologizing, for their 
wearers. 

Rather than have them talk in plain 
language. Che quickest way to tap these 
kids’ brains is to check out their togs. 
It’s all there, more eloquent than a re- 
sume: their favorite movie, favorite mu- 
sician, current diet, monthly allowance 
and the futures they aspire to. 

•'Street kids" they are called but the 
tag is far from true. For the most pan. 
they are educated, mild-mannered 
youngsters from middle-class families 
who head dutifully back home after 9 
PM. But they will" go ro any lengths to 
avoid looking that way. 

It follows that the designers they sup- 
port are punkish youths fresh out of 
trade school with garage-brand names, 
names ih3i are as fun and outrageous as 
the clothes they make: Bathing Ape. 
Luxe Rubbish, World Wide Love, Nice 
Claup(thisusedtobe"Clap” until they 
discovered it sounded too much (ike a 
disease), Yab Yum, 20471120 — re- 
ferring to Nov. 20 in the year 2047. the 
meaning of which remains a mystery. 


CE CLAUP 
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r/jc Mice Ciuup offers clothes for wnuU-he Lolitas and B -movie 
military recruits: below, the “ schoolgirl look " for autumn. 


For Exhibition Only 


These are just some of the 100-odd 
street brands now in circulation. Do they 
have a common factor? They ’re nothing 
Naomi Campbell would twirl and flash 
on a runway. Often brutish, bizarre and 
deliberately unfashionable, the clothes 
are for Shibuya street exhibition only. 
Perverted versions of Lolita, B-movie 
military recruits, LA. street thugs. 
Times Square pimps, western saloon 
girls or someone trying to fight his way 
our of a burning building — - the rule is to 
be as extravagant with the metaphors as 
possible, whatever they may be. 

The most expensive and coveted en- 
semble this fail is tanered skirt over 
elevated engineer boots, jacket with 
safety pins instead of burtons, and 
sleeves chopped off and unraveling just 
above the wrist. One is almost em- 
barrassed to show up in khakis and an 
old sweater. 


While >r is just this quality that fuels 
the imagination and creativity of street- 
brand designers, ir fails to impress the 
Reigning Trtree of Japanese design: Issey 
Miyake, Rei Kawakubo (of Comme des 
Garcons) and Yohji Yamamoto. These 
kids are self-seeking, they contend, nar- 
row-minded and way too fashionable. 

Yamamoto, especially, has remarked 
dryly that “there are other things in life 
besides clothes. Being fashionable isn't 
necessarily about clothes, or don't they 
know' that?” 

The kids for their part, steer dear of 
these top brands, whose works arc dis- 
played like museum pieces in large, 
hushed boutiques. 

Still, the kids deserve credit, if only 
for daring to stick out. In a society that 
tells everyone to be identical, here at 
least are people who want to reject that 
business and all its implications. If 
clothes are going to do it, then clothes it 
will have to be. 



TOE 




Kaori Shoji is a writer in Tokyo. 
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ARTS GUIDE 


AUSTRIA 


VIENNA 

Kunsttefhaus, tel; (1) 52-177-404. closed 
Mondays. To Feb. 21: “Schaetze der Kali fen: 
Islamiscfie Kunst zut Fasmidenzan." Docu- 
ments the art, culture and religious life of the 
Fatimlds, a successful dynasty of Islam that 
reigned in Egypt from 969 to 1t71. 


' 

. 




BRITAIN 


« - 

* 


EDMBUBICft 

Scottish National Gallery of Modem Art, tel: 
(131 } 332-2286, open dally. To Feb. 14; "John 
Maxwell. <905-1962." One hundred paintings, 
watercoiors, drawings and illustrated books by 
the Scottish artist. Maxwell was influenced by 
French palming and his works show affinities 
with the art of Redon, Rouault and Chagall. 


London 

Tate Gallery, tel: (171) 887-8000, open daily. 
Continuing/ To Feb. 28: "In Celebration: The 
Art of the Country House.” A range of works on 
loan from some of the great British historic 
houses: paintings, drawings, sculptures, 
manuscripts and other memorabilia represent- 
ing (We centuries of collecting. 

www.tate.org.uk 


DENMARK 


Huulebaex 

Louisiana Museum of Modem Art, tel: 49- 
19-07-19. open daily. Continuing/ To Jan. 10: 
"Joan Miro. " A retrospective ol more than 1 50 
paintings, drawings and sculptures by the 
Spanish artist (1893-1983). Often classified as 
surrealist, Mira's work spans a much wider 
range. 

www.loulsiana.dk 





In Lausanne: “Portrait de Jo, La Belle hiandaise" by Gustave Courbet. 


from the 1917 Revolution to ihe end ol the Magritte, among others. 

Soviet Union. Mtw.Musderkunst.de 


GERMANY 




FRANCE 


Pams 

Pavilion des Ails, tel: 01 -42-33-82-50. dosed 
Mondays. To Feb. 14: "1917-1981: La Pho- 
tographie SovteUque, Mirolr da Son Temps." 
Approximately 200 photographs that go be- 
yond the official version ol Soviet era events. 


MUHICH 

Hsus der Kunst, tei: (89) 21-127-157. open 
daily. Continuing/ To Feb. 7: “Die Nacht.” 
Depiction of nocturnes — scenes involving 
stellar light or artificial light sources such as 
candles, fireplace and lamps — in western 
painting from the ISth to the 20th century. 
Features works by Cranach, La Tour, Rem- 
brandt, Fuseli, Blake, Munch, Hopper and 


BOOKS 


WITH OSSIE AND RUBY: 


In This Life Together 


By Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee. 

476 pages. 525. Marrow. 

Reviewed by Jonathan YardJey 


O SSIE DAVIS notes that although 
he and his wile, Ruby Dee, ‘ ‘have 


he and his wile, Ruby Dee, “have 
been regarded as successful actors work- 
ing continually in the entertainment in- 
dustry for over 50 years,” they are not 
“ ‘celebrities' in the common, tabloid 
sense of the word.” 

“Neither of us,” he observes, “has 
appeared in a ‘breakthrough’ role, or 
series of roles that finally elevated us to 
the ultimate heights of stardom.” They 
have appeared in scores of roles, but 
each has approached stardom only once: 
Dee as the mother in Lorraine Hans- 
beiry 's ‘ ‘ A Raisin in the Sun” and Davis 
as the title character in his own “Purlie 
Victorious/* 

Their stories are interesting, instead, 
for deeper and more complicated rea- 
sons than mere celebrity. Though they 
are skilled and immensely appealing 
performers — and though Davis, into 
the bargain, is a gifted if underrated 
writer — this is not where their real 
distinction lies. Above all they are not- 
able for solidity of character, loyalty to 
each other and their (by now) large ex- 
tended family, and commitment to what 
they call “the Struggle,” which they 
define as “the fight to end slavery, the 
battle to vote, the antilynching crusade; 
campaigns against racism, bigotry and 
prejudice; the battle to end McCarthy 
and his ‘ism*/’ 

As anyone knows who has followed 


some. Dee, who is in her seventies (and 
keeps her exacr age a closely guarded 
secret), grew up in Harlem; Davis, who 
is 81, grew up in rural Georgia. But there 
are also important similarities. Both 
came from loving but poor families with 
strong fathers, both were exposed early 
to racial prejudice, though not surpris- 
ingly it was Davis in the Deep South 
who felt it most pointedly and painfully, 
and both had the good fortune for black 
Americans of their generation to receive 
college educations. Dee at Hunter Col- 
lege m New York City and Davis at 
Howard University in Washington. 

In this memoir, which is narrated in 
alternating voices — the authors thank 
Sydne Mahone for helping them “with 
the organization of the material* * — the 
two look back across what are, obvi- 


ously, long and productive lives, nearly 
a half-century of which has been spent as 


their long careers they are quite different 
people. Dee is small, ught-skinned, 
strong but gentle, quiet, beautiful in 
ways at once ethereal and girlish. Davis 
is large, dark-skinned, bumptious, 
roughly and unconventionally hand- 


a half-century of which has been spent as 
husband and wife; they were married in 
New Jersey, where “you could get mar- 
ried in one day,” on Dec. 9, 1948. Like 
many people who have chosen the theat- 
er as their livelihood, they began hes- 
itantly, had protracted and occasionally 
discouraging apprenticeships, and only 
gradually achieved prominence and re- 
spect; also, like many other actors whose 
work has chiefly been in the theater 
rather than the movies and television, 
they understand that their roles have 
been more important than they are, that 
the true actor’s task is to subordinate 
himself to the characters he plays instead 
of making them merely a projection of 
himself. 

“Ruby and I have been lucky.” Davis 
says. “We have managed to stay close to 
the very heart and center of the Struggle, 
invited in by whoever needed our tal- 
ents; and yet we have remained in very 
essential ways detached and self-suf- 
ficient Children of the Struggle, indeed 
— it is not inconceivable that, had it 
been called for, we would have given our 


BRIDGE 


By Alan Truscott 


A T the American Contract 
Bridge League’s Fall 


and forcing. Two spades 
showed support and two no- 
trump was forcing. 

Hamman led the diamond 


Bridge League's Fall 
Nationals,which rook place in 
Orlando. Florida over a 10 
day period, the array of events 
concluded with the Reisinger 
Board-a-Match Team Cham- 
pionship. 

When the nationals were 
held seven years ago, there 
were almost 15,000 tables in 
play, setting a tournament re- 
cord. The diagramed deal fea- 
tured a remarkable defensive 
effort by Bob Hamman, then 
and now the world's top- 
ranked player. 

He sat Wesr and defended 
three no-trump, reached after 
bidding that was both reveal- 
ing and misleading. The two- 
diamond bid was artificial 


NORTH 

* Q97S2 

3 A984 

4 A Q 3 

* 10 


WEST 
♦ A 108 

c Ksa 

OJ 10 8 6 

*q j a 


EAST (D) 

♦ 543 

<7 10 7 6 3 
OKS 

♦ 8052 


SOUTH 

♦ K J 
O Q J 

o 974 2 

♦ A K743 

Neither side was vulnerable. The 


bWdmg: 

East 

Souii 

West 

North 

Pass 

14 

Pass 

] * 

Pass 

1N.T. 

Pass 

2 v 

Pass 

2 4 

Pass 

1N.T. 

Pass 

3* 

Pass 

3 N.T. 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 



West led the diamond lock. 


jack and South played the 
queen from dummy, a move 
he later regretted. East won 
with the king and returned the 
suit, driving our the ace. 

South led a spade to the 
king and Hamman won with 
the ace. He now believed that 
South's distribution was 3-2- 
3-5 or 3-3-2-S and led the 
diamond ten in the expecta- 
tion of cashing two winners. 
It was a blow to see his part- 
ner discard, for he had now 
established the nine in the 
closed hand.The position is 
shown ai right. 

Hamman now calculated 
that his cause was hopeless if 
South's remaining spade was 
a small card. The declarer 
would be able to finesse the 
nine and run the suit. 

He considered the pros- 
pects if South held the spade 


jack. Passive defense would 
fail, but there was a remark- 
able possibility. Hp led the 
heart king, ruining South's 
communications. There was 
no longer any way to bring 
home the spade suit, and the 
contract had to fail. 


NORTH 
* Q976 
3 A 9 8 4 
0- - 
*10 


WEST 
A 10 8 
v K 5 2 
08 

*QJS 


EAST 

♦ 5 

<? 10 7 G 3 
0 — 

*9852 


SOUTH 

♦ J 

OQJ 

09 

* A K 7 4 3 


THE CAR C OtUMK 


Seiji Togo Yasuda Kasai Memorial Museum, 
tel: (3) 3272-8600. closed Mondays. Continu- 
ing To Dec. 23: "Georges Rouault" Eighty 
works by the French artist, whose religious 
paintings — characterized by heavy black out- 
lines — show a direct expression ot emotion. 


Alfa Romeo Keeps 
Good Times Rolliri 


Madrid 

Museo Thyssen-fiomemfeza, tel: (91) 420- 
39-44, dosed Mondays. To Jan. 17: “Sorofla 
and the Hispanic Society; A Vision ot Spain at 
the Turn of the Century." “The Provinces of 
Spain” are large paintings by Joaquin SoraHa 
(1863-1923) that were commissioned by the 
Hispanic Society in New York to decorate its 
wails. The exhibition also Indudes sketches 
and preparatory drawings. 

wwiv. offcampus.es/ 
museo. thysaenbomemlsza 


By Gavin Green 


A LFA ROMEO has had tittle 
to cheer about in the past 
couple of decades. A com- 
pany once synonymous with 
great- to-drive sports sedans at a great 
price — mini Fenraris for the cost of a 
Ford — it has been in a deep slump, not 
helped by having the Italian state as 
owner and strategic overseer. 

The low point was probably the early 
’80s, when the Area went on sale. Thai 
car was a joint venture with Nissan, 
which wanted to make its Nissan 
Cherry, one of the world's most un- 
interesting cars, in Europe, in a Trojan 
Horse-style operation. It was suggested 
that Alfa's PtomigliartO factory near 
Naples would be the ideal site. 

Of course, the correct strategy would 
have been the reverse: Get Nissan to 
make Alfa Romeos. Italian design flair 
married to Japanese production thor- 
oughness! The Ama — Japanese flair 
married to Italian thoroughness — 
turned out to be as misguided as a Sumo 
wrestler on an Armani carwalk. 

But once the Italian government sold 
Alfa to Fiat, Alfa slowly started to 
prosper. The big breakthrough came last 
year, when the 156 was launched. It won 
Europe’s Car of the Year prize — a first 
for Alfa — andyeven more important, has 
gone on to win a record number of cus- 
tomers in 60 countries around the globe. 

Little wonder that Alfa’s latest new 
model, the 166. is very much from the 
156 template. The 166 is a bigger car, 
competing in the BMW 5-series/Mer- 
cedes E-class category. The design is the 
work of Walter de Suva, the 156’s cre- 
ator, and was one of his last jobs before 
he was poached by Volkswagen. 

It looks like an elongated 156, al- 
though tike any stretch of a gorgeous 


TZIRLAND 


Lausanne 

Musee Cantonal das Beaux-Arts, tel: (21) 
316-3445, dosed Mondays. To Feb. 21; 
"Courbet. Artist and Entrepreneur." Examines 
the French painter's efforts at reaching out to a 
public of dealers and collectors. Provocative 
nudes and genre figures catered to contem- 
porary morals while hunting scenes filled a de- 
mand from sportsmen, and landscapes Mowed 
the anti-academic efforts of ptein-air painters. 


UNITED STATES 


Tokyo 

Hara Museum of Contemporary Art, tel: (3) 
3280-0679, dosed Mondays. Continuing/ To 
Jan. 77: “The Promise of Photography: The 
DG Bank Collection." From the holdings of the 
German cooperative bank, a selection pho- 
tographs that date back to the 1 930s. Features 
works by Christian Boltansld, Qisele Freund. 
Ilya Kabakov, and August Sander. 


Houston 

The Menil Collection, tel: (713) 525-9400. 
dosed Mondays and Tuesdays. To Jan. 24: 
"Dan Flavin/Donald Judd: Aspects of Color." 
The collection expfo res the use of color fn Ravin 
and Judd's works and their inherent relation- 
ship to space. Both Ravin (1933-1096) and 
Judd (1928-1994) used industrial materials, 
basic geometric shapes and purity of form. 
www. menli ongfcurrenthtmi 


lives, but never did it become the ruler of 
our lives.” 

The most important and revealing 
case in point is “Purlie Victorious,” 
which as Davis acknowledges had its 
origins in “venom, rage and hate” that 
produced “not humans, but carica- 
tures”; only when he turned it into a 
comedy, “laughing to keep from cry- 
ing,” in which blacks as well as whites 
were the sources and objects of humor, 
did it achieve humanity and find, at least 
to some measure, a popular audience far 
larger than the active battalions of “the 
Struggle.” 

Neither Davis nor Dee has always 
been able to resist the lure of the rhe- 
torical and the doctrinaire. As a youth 
who had only recently come to Harlem 
from Georgia by way of Washington and 
Howard, Davis had receptive ears for 
Communists with whom he spoke there; 
they “seemed not only to be dear 
thinkers and patient teachers, but also 
were action-prone.” “I was never a 
Communist,” he says, “but I was a 
fellow traveler.*’ He then adds the cru- 
cial distinction; “Though layered, ray 
loyalty was never split; always at the 
bottom, even if I did have to constantly 
shuffle my tactics, was black itself. I was 
‘red’ only when I thought it a smarter 
way of being “black.* ” 

Throughout their careers Davis and 
Dee mostly have played parts written 
specifically for black actors — they have 
also performed “white’’ parts in plays 
by Shakespeare and Eugene O’Neill,' 
among others — and have done so with 
self-evident pride. But though their race 
has defined their careers and their lives 
in central and inescapable ways, it has 
limited neither. At the same time thar 
they have fought “the Struggle,” they 
have transcended it, in so doing making 
powerful and persuasive examples of 
themselves. 

Wjsluntron Pus t Service 


New York 

Museum of Modem Art, tel: (212) 708-9400, 
dosed Wednesdays. To Feb. 2: "Mlro's Black 
and Red Series: A New Acquisition in Con- 
text.” Eight etchings from the Black and Red 
series form the core of the exhibition, together 
with 150 prints, illustrated books, drawings, 
posters, photographs, paintings and sculp- 
tures by Miro and his contemporaries. 
www.moma.org 


Washington 

National Gallery ot Art, tel: (202) 737-4215. 
open daily. To Feb. 15: "Edo: Art In Japan, 
1615-1868." From this period of peace and 
prosperity under the Tokugawa shoguns, 300 
painted scrolls, screens, costumes, armor, 
sculpture, ceramics and lacquer. 

www.rtga.gov 


ibe 156’s baekpillars. Still, it isa striking 
and handsome car, and raore of a head 
turner than any of the competition. 

There are twin-cam four-cylinder and 
V-6 engines on offer, as well as Alfa’s 
excellent “common rail” mrbadiesef 
motor, but the clever choice is .ibe 3.G-. _ 

liter V-6. The Alfa V-6 is otte of the 
world’s great engines, as mellifluous as ' 
it is muscular, and nothing looks fairer 
when you open the hood. 

Character — that indefinable ‘ ‘some- . 
thing” that separates great cars from 
good cars — is a key to the 156. and ih^. 
166 has it in spades as welL The ca£j 
serenades you with i rs c ngine , captivated* 
you with its shape and pampers you in a 
cabin that is comfortable and much bel- 
ter built chan any Alfa of receni memory. - 
Only the fake wood on the dash is jar- 
ring. The four-cylinder model has - 
brushed alloy, which looks much nicer. 
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made for THE driver The handling 
is excellent and so is the steering. It feels 
like a small car ro drive, and in the back 
seat, it feels like a small car to be in. Like 
all Alfas, it is a car aimed at those who 
want to spend time in the front, behind 
the wheel. Those who wish.to be chauf- 
feured will shop elsewhere. 

No doubt man y wealthy executives 
will shop elsewhere too, far highly re- 
garded German cars dominate this class, 
and Alfa's poor reputation for quality 
will take many years ro overturn. But tip. 
Alfa renaissance is well and truly undfegj 
way. The 156 was the first hint of good 
times ahead. The 166 is further proof. 

• Alfa Romeo 166. About S50.000. 
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V-6 engine, 2959cc, 226 bhp at 6,200 
rpm. Front-wheel drive, six-speed 
manual transmission (automatic also 
available). Top speed: 240 fcph (149 
mphj. Acceleration: 0-100 kpn in 7JS 
seconds. Average fuel consumption: 
12.5 liters per 100 kilometers. 

Next: The Smart car 
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CLOSING SOON 


basic shape, the proportions aren't quite 
as fetching. The nose is a little too long 


Asia 

Dec. 6: “Claude Lorrain and the Ideal Land- 
scape." The National Museum of Western 
Art Tokyo. 

Dec. 6: "is This Art?" Kawamura Memorial 
Museum of Art Sakura, Chiba Prefecture, 
Japan. 

Dec. 6: “The Poetry of Pale Light : The Paint- 
ings of Yoshida Yoshihlko." Setagaya Art Mu- 
seum, Tokyo. 

Dec. 6: “Masterpieces at Chinese Ceramics 
From the Perch/al David Collection, London." 
Sezon Museum of Art, Tokyo. 

Dec. 8: "Masterworks From the Carmen 
Thyssen-Bomemlsza Collection." Matsuza- 
kaya Art Museum, Nagoya, Japan. 


as fetching. The nose is a little too long 
and beaky, and it lacks some of die 156’s 
delicious details, like those hidden rear- 
door handles, subtly incorporated into 


Gavin Green is editor in-chief of Car 
magazine. 


Europe 

Dec. 8: “Durer In French Col lections." Fun- 
dado Caixa Catalunya, Barcelona. 

To Dec. 6: “From Mem ling to Pourtous." Mem- 
lingmuseum, Bruges, Belgium. 

Dec. 8: "Paul Delvaux." Palazzo Corsinl, 
Florence. 

Dec. 9: “Francisco de Zurbaran: JV Centenario 
de su Nacimlento." Museo de Bellas Artes, 
Sevilla, Spain. 


Compiled by Elisabeth Hopkins 


ACROSS 


iHs last words 
ware 'Thus. I 
give up the 


i* Ward Cleaver 
and others 

14 Hold back 

16 First agn 

17 identify 

is Abbr. on a relief 
map 

is Caesar s partner 

30 Limited support 7 

za Maintain 

24 Asteroid first 
seen m 1638 

25 >l may be seen 
breaking out 


as Bounty 

27 One available fu- 
me taking? 

29 Take a stnpe 
from 

30 N.Y.P.D. notice 
33 Foundation, 

often 

35 Alphabet run 

36 Lane m the main 
sa Kind of wave 

40 Cartographic 
extra 

41 Conk out 

42 Strains at 
Covent Garden 

4e Lady chapel 
locate 

47 Old-fashioned 


Solution to Puzzle of Dec. 3 


□naa naan arana 
□nan naasa aaaa 

nEBdncj aaaa □□□ 
aaaa aaaaaaa 
[□am HBI1H 30H 

sasDaatziaacaaaaa 
lanaa hhh aaaa 
aaBQBBaaaaaaaa 
□□□ BBaa aaa 
□□asaaa qbbh 

QQH Bsao QBQBDB 
QaEBQasaBaEJBaaa 

QBQH □□Uma QBBQ 

□BBH sqqq aaas 



CROSSWORD 


4«Bite 

48 Part of O.N.I.: 
Abbr. 

so "Hartot’s Ghost" 
subj. 

si words 

92 It meant a lot to 
Freud 

57 In time 

sa Sodium 
Pemothal 
alternative 


1 Spotted 

2 in any case 

3 Light: Prefix 

4 Gymnast's 
dream 

5 Have We 

6 Conditions 

7 Bottle cap? 

• Maiana 

symptoms 
e Displayed, m a 
way 

10 Minute of — 

C m degree | 

11 Factor, in a 
parole board's 
decision 

12 Hubbub 
is Cutis 
14 Show 

restlessness, in a 
way 

is Certain fair site 
20 k Snot fair' 


ai More than passed 

22 Sharp 

23 Part of a Mouse. 
26 Certain wave, tor 

ShDrt 

28 Kind of wave 
ss Saturn or Mercury 
so Ah Sin and Miss 
Saigon 

ai Distant friends 
32 R takes a big . 

. bow 

34 Holy 

37 Very early . 

M Erode 
4i Hun halved 
«3 1994 Stanley 
Cup champion 
teammate 


44 Bring upon 
oneself 

45 “The Morning 
Watch" nov^ist 


47 Accompanied a 
drum, perhaps 
so Construction 
zone sight 
51 Tower of 
London 
feature 



Ptanabj JMnmUng 


QNeyv York Times/Edited bv Will Si write 


53 Taro dish 

54 AH the rage 
5» Poet's 

preposition 

55 "Extreme 
Machines' 
network 


International Funds Listing 

W# Track the performance of over 2.400 
r buemmonal fiends, even da\\ on the IHT 
\ sire on the World Wide Web . " 

tittp://Www.ihtcom 
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from everywhere ) 











with AT&T Direct"' Service. Get fa^L Clear reliable ccanecnons home tVcm .H /:n* of «i*.va» “.laces. 
Just dial the access number of the country you're calling frem and ciarge ■; to .ojr AT&T Cal- re c" credit ca-d 
Because you wish they were here For a list or access n<jmbers. see c-y ac on tha aac • pa«e 






It's all within your-, reach. 


AT&T 
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fir ] 1 • - ? incted ty Gary Ross. U& 

* Ul |& £ « so ambidous, 

"if inowstiL^ “f° W >™>* ,*m t^sSS 

wS^tesssss 

v 

senS^lv fW, 5? ^bulcsB alxemaie umverceS operates 
^rajetyfromtius erne, and toen it proceeds to break««of its 
|" own cardinal rules. As an p*tr&rs* ™i j 1 ^. 


nwujcg uaii 

^l* 60 ^ 65 transplanted into toe rotes 
°fc Bn ^f?ji lM:y Sae Parfeer * trapped ina white-bread ftrnfl y 
vtodad CeorgejWffliam H.$£y) » * a *gaad 

pepetolly aproned mom Betty (J<*m Allen) seems to live in 
^ ^ disruptive arrival of David. 
IP. C ^ Q * mindless rote, die town begtnstochaii jze 

fjpj a IT 386, thsn a corat) . toen a clock, then several 
^ of toe townsfolk themselves. Those PfeasamviDagere who 
remain black and white, under the leadership arthe town 
demagogue. Big ^ Bob (J.T. Wa&h), form ar«ty; posses to 
denounce the coloreds.'’ The buoyant flight of fancy has up to 

now been a witty and visuaUy stunning tour de force, and the 

Ktrng is uniformly good. Unfortunately, here's the hitch. As the 
nun explains it, ii is not just sex, but emotio n rfer rjmngre 
people into color. Not just love, but any deep feeling, including 
sadness or anger. So why do ah die v igi fantefr arirh ^ t ^r arT gr y 
denunciations of their multihued brethren remain black and 
white? Even within the film’s own synthetic logic, it Just 
doesn’t make sense. • (Michael O’ SuUivan, WP) 
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On the Road or on the Phone? 



Central do Brasil 

Directed by Waiter Salles. Brazil. ‘ 1 . 

In Walter Salles’s 1 ’Central Station, ! 1 a hir nr 5> rmrf»mrp anrf fhp 
winner of top honors at this year’s Berlin Film Festival, a 
cynical, joyless woman crossesTMths with a lonely young boy. 
There's plenty of room for sentimentality here, but die wonder 
of SaUes's film is all jn the telling. Beautifully observed and 
nning a bravura performance by Fernanda Montenegro, it 
~ 'ly watches these oddly paired characters develop a 
sbond that winds nppmfounrlly changing Knthof them 
Salles 's background as a documentary filmmaker also gives 
this lovely, stirring film a strong sense ofBrazil’s impoverished 
rural landscape once its principals take to theroadTvinichis de 
Olivcsira wasa lO-year-mdshoeshine boy when he encountered 
Salles at an airport and asked die man to help, him buy a 
sandwich. Now he movingly plays the child named Josue who 
is foisted by fate on to this irascible older woman. Montenegro's 
Dora is a fanner schoolteacher who earns her living writing 
letters for the illiterate at the Rio de Janeiro railroad station of 

strangers, wr^Mthenidbwn^Sdwn makes cruel .fonc^ihem 
when she gets home. After joking about the letters with her 
kinder friend Irene (Marika Pera), Dora neverbothers -to mail 
them. Then a letter by Josne’s mother permanendy ahers 
Dora’s world. With suspicious little Josne in tow, die mother 
dictates a beseeching letter to her absent husband, then leaves 
the station and is kfltedby a bo& Suddenly, the boy knows no 
one and has noplaceio ga Desrdteher hardened bitterness and 
loathing for children, Dora grudgingly takes him home, where 
Irene finds Josue adorable and is happy to help him. But Dora 
has other plans; she wants to sell Josue to an adtiphonrackerand 
effectively trade him in far a new television set This scheme 
gets Dora into ro mitoh trouble Jhaf she abruptly 1 decides to - 
leave town. And she agrees to take Josneon a wild goose chase 
seaich.of his falher^whom theJboy says is a carpenter named 
fesus. Salles hrings^ereat tenderness and smprisetoibe events 
that punctuate drisodyssey.By feetime the travelers are caught 
trpinaxehgious pilgrimage; the film has taken raaFeHimesque - 
sensedfspiritnat discovery. y ( ' (Janet Maslin.NVT) ' 


Joan Allen in “ Pleasantville directed by Gary Ross. 


Damcino at Lughnasa 

Directed by Pat O'Connor. Ireland. 

Meryl Streep has made many a grand acting gesture in her 
' career, but the way she simply peers out a window in “Danc- 
ing at Lughnasa’ ' ranks with the best. Everything the viewer 
need know about Kate Mundy. the woman she plays here, is 
written on that prim, lonely face and its flabbergasted gaze. 
Among the five unmarried sisters who are the subject of Brian 
Friers play (and who are named for his mother and aunts), it 
is Kate who wears her unmarried status least comfortably. 
And it is Kate who radiates the most wistful, turbulent 
emotions while watching younger, prettier Christina (Cath- 
erine McCormack) dance with a lover. Set in Donegal in 1936, 
“Dancing at Lughnasa" preserves the autoor's memories of a 
world about to change irrevocably, filled with hints of fore- 
boding that made ir so powerful an experience on stage. On 
film, as directed handsomely by Pat O’Connor, it makes for a 
soaringly scenic film, yet a slightly more diffuse, less haunted 
drama. The play, ah actors’ heyday, is rich with memories of 
the sisters and their camaraderie, especially when their fragile 
fellowship is shaken by the arrivals of two men. It’s clear that 
these men can change everything. One is Father Jack (Michael 
Gamboa), once the family’s bright-eyed brother and now a 
broken oldman, returning from missionary work in Africa and 
filled with visions of a world his sisters have never seen. While 
Gambra’s gently eccentric Jade presides over the story with a 
mysterious intensity, die other male visitor is more mundane. 
Geny Evans (Rhys Ifans) is Christina’s handsome, con- 
ventionally romantic beau. The arrival of Gory prompts the 
.film into the very sons of picturesque rhapsodies that give this 
qpened-up drama its postcard appeal while removing the 
seriousness and sting from events that transpire. Though 
“Dancing ar Lughnasa" has the fine cast, visual scale and 
-resplendent look of a ma gnum opus, ir remains a collection of 
sea changes and splendidly realized small moments rather 
than a story of overarching action. The sooner die viewer 
recognizes as much, the easier it is to discount some falsely 
inflated sequences here and appreciate the keenly observed, 
.wonderfully delicate performances. (Janet Maslin. NYT) 


By Roger Collis 

Ittternjliutu! IhrjIJ ■ 

P EOPLE often say 
with awe or piry: 

"Giving oui all dus 
advice "on travel, 
you must travel an awful 
Iol" I do make occasional 
forays afield — about once a 
month — mainly to reassure 
myself that business travel is 
often a pretty miserable, de- 
grading experience. But the 
truth is that the intrepid Fre- 
quent Traveler spends more 
of his time on the phone than 
on die road. 

It's a question of pro- 
ductivity as much as budget. 

I can have twice as many 
meetings a day on the phone 
than schlepping around Par- 
is, London or Manhattan — 
not to mention the time and 
energy it takes to get there 
Phone meetings are nec- 
essarily more focused than 
face-to-face encounter*, 
when you can keep the con- 
versation short. O.K., you 
miss the eye contact, die handshake and. 
of course’ the social dimension — al- 
though “virtual reality'’ video confer- 
encing threatens to reveal n ah. 

These days. I am — like most in- 
dependent and small-business travelers 
— concerned with costs and the bottom 
line. Bui there are limes when you feel 
you have to get away. The social drink, 
the impromptu meeting can be pure 
gold. Nothing you can quantify; it's 
intuitive, gut feeling. Who. for ex- 
ample, goes to a conference to listen to 
the speakers? It's networking that 
counts. 

Going or Staying? 

To go or not to go. That is the ques- 
tion. 

It’s a big question. American Ex- 
press estimates, in its just published 
biennial Survey of Business Travel 
Management, that U.S. companies will 
spend S175 billion on travel and en- 
tertainment in 1998, around 1 2 percent 
more than 1996. Travel and entertain- 
ment is still the third largest control- 
lable expense, after salaries and data 
processing. This reflects record price 
increases for airfares, hotel rooms and 
car rentals, in what is still a seller's 
market. 

At the same time, companies are tak- 
ing more control of travel budgets, with 
international travelers making fewer 
trips of longer duration, according to the 
OAG Business Travel Lifestyle Survey 
1998. The amount of time spent away 
has risen by a quarter to an. average 45 
nights a year, from 37 last year. Only 12 
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percer.: of tops involve no overnight 
stay, suggesting more cautious and care- 
ful ravel planning. 

Bl.: travel management at most 
companies is more concerned with 
bookkeeping — travel policy, the cost 
of the trip, u ho can travel in what class, 
getting toe best deal from the travel 
agent and suppliers — rather than with 
toe purpose of toe trip. Travel -man- 
agement needs to be viewed in the 
"management" sense: What are we 
making' this trip for? What are we going 
to achieve? Can we do business some 
other way? 

''Intuitively, we believe that a high 
percentage ot business travel is un- 
necessary.’ ' said Hal Rosenbluth, pres- 
ident and CEO of Rosenbluth inter- 
national in Philadelphia, which claims 
to be toe second largest travel-man- 
agement company in the world. “The 
challenge, however, is how to identify 
iL We don't believe that people travel 
because they want to; we believe that 
they travel because they feel they want 
to achieve certain goals. But do 
they?” 

Rosenbluth — in partnership with 
the Wharton School at toe University 
of Pennsylvania and a sample of “five 
or six significant corporations' ’ — has 
embarked on a research project aimed 
at finding out why business people 
travel and how and why people choose 
to interact toe way they do. The goal is 
to help corporations reduce unneces- 
sary business travel and provide a bet- 
ter ’return on investment for toe trips 
they do take. “Travel avoidance" op- 
tions might include video conferencing 


in its various forms, tele- 
conferencing or the old- 
fashioned phone call as pan 
of toe solution. Initial find- 
ings are due by the first 
quarter of 1999. 

“If toe chief executive 
walks into your office and 
says. ’Cut travel by 20 per- 
cent,’ you want to be able to 
manage how you do that.” 
said Danamichele O'Brien, 
vice president and chief 
travel scientist at Rosen- 
bluth. “If he knew more 
about where travelers’ re- 
turn on investment was. he 
might say, ’Only in this area, 
in this department.’ The last 
thing you w ant to do is keep 
your best sales or relation- 
ship managers off the road 
— you may want them to 
double up. Or. if they’re go- 
ing to San Francisco, maybe 
they should continue to Ja- 
pan. because your partem is 
that two weeks later they ’ll 
be going ro Japan anyway. 

“Another way to look at it 
is: You spend 10 million a 
year on travel, you accomplish so much; 
you spend 15 million and you accom- 
plish nothing more. Getting toe best 
return on your 'interaction' expense 
may enable you to keep your budget at 
10 million and achieve twice as much. 

“There’s also toe 'opportunity cost’ 
involved in traveling to Asia when you 
might be doing something even more 
productive. There’s always an oppor- 
tunity to do something else. What’s toe 
trade-off?" 

It is fairly easy to quantify' travel 
productivity for sales people or line 
managers, but what about staff people? 
Do companies have this kina of in- 
formation? 

QUANTIFYING PRODUCTIVITY “The 
information is there somewhere, but not 
under any specific heading — it might 
be in the travel or finance department, 
human resources. There are au lands of 
ways to get at it through surveys, audits 
and focus groups,’” Rosenbluth said. 
"But toe T&E budget can be toe driver, 
forcing corporations to quantify the pro- 
ductivity of all travelers, whether staff 
or line. 

“The point is that when somebody 
calls to make a reservation, they’ll get 
the lowest fare and a whole bunch of 
options including when to avoid travel, 
along with alternatives, and when and 
how to increase it." 

I don’t know how much Rosenbluth is 
spending on this research. But I’ll give 
you my “business interaction manage- 
ment ’ ’ strategy for free. 

Decide who you really need to meet 
and get them to visit you. 


. ~ V- 






rs 




A Renaissance Person 
wants hotels that offer 
an excellent deal. _ 
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(Without taking a gamble 
on luxury.) 
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Introducing the Asia Pacific 
Renaissance Business Package: 

• Rates starting from US$50 

• Upgrade to next available room category 

• Free breakfast daily 

• Late checkout until 18:00 hours 

• Free pressing of up to 3 garments 


v ' Offer is available through February 16, 1999 at Asia Pacific Renaissance Hotels only. 

So call today and ask. for the ^Renaissance Business Package" rate code “RENX." 

It's time for a Renaissance. 


RENAISSANCE. 

HOTELS AND RESORTS 




Rates and package components vary ty property on a space 
available baas and are subject to local exchange rates. Free daily 
breakfast for one guest only 

For reservations and information: 

Asia: Australia: 1 800 222 431 Hong Kong: 852 2525 9966 
Indonesia: 001 800 852 2434 Japan: 0120 222332 
Malaysia: 1 800 307706 New Zealand: 0800 44 1111 
Singapore: 800 852 3124 South Korea: 00798 852 12436 
Taiwan: 0080 85 5316 Thailand: 001 300 852 2435 Tokyo: 
81 2 5405 1511 Europe: Austria: 0800 201 386 Belgium: 
0800 13215 Denmark: 8C 01 0113 England: 0800 18J737 
Finland: 0800 14423 France: 0800 905 540 Germany: 
0130 312 340 Hungary: 00800 11914 Ireland: 1 800 252 627 
Italy; 1678 72090 Luxembourg: 0800 2270 Tne Netherlands; 
0800 022 7337 Norway: S 00 21022 Portugal; 0505 44 2107 
Spain: 900 98 8917 Sweden: 020 795 107 Switzerland: 
0EO0 552 610 Middle East: Israel: 177 440 4475 
internet renassancehc-ieis.ccrr. 

Asia Pacific Renaissance Hotels and Resorts: 
Malaysia: New World Renaissance Kuala Lumpur Hotel • 
Renaissance Kuala Lumcur Hctei • Renaissance ?aim Garden 
Hotel • Renaissance Meiafa Hcrel • Renaissance Sandakan 
Hotel • Manila: New World Renaissance Hsiel. Makati City • 
Myanmar: Renaissance iny<~ Lai-e Hotel. Yangon • 
Korea. r Renaissance Seoul Hole) • Hong Kong: Renaissance 
Harbour View Hotel • New World Renaissance Hotel, Kowloon • 
Japan: Renaissance Sapporo Hotel • Renaissance Tokyo Hotel 
Ginza Tobu • Renaissance Gifu Hotel • Renaissance Naruto 
Resort • Renaissance Okinawa Resort • Vietnam: New World 
Renaissance Saigon Hotel, Ho Cm Wmh City • India: 
Renaissance Goe Resort • Australia: Renaissance Sydney Hotel 

Other Renaissance Locations: 

Europe: Austria: Vienna f2). Salzburg • Czech Republic: Prague 

• France; Pans • Germany: Chemnitz. Cologne. Dusseldorf, 
Hamburg, Karlsruhe. Leipzig. Municn • Russia: Moscow • 
Switzerland: Zurich • The Netherlands: Amsterdam • 
United Kingdom; London Heathrow • Turkey: Antalya. Istanbul • 
Middle East Egypt: Alexandria • Israel: Jerusalem * 
North America: Arizona: Scottsdale • California: Beverly Hills, 
Indian welts. Long Seach, lqs Angetes. San Francisco (2) • 
Colorado: Denver * Washington. D.C. 12) •.Florida; Orlando (2), 
St. Petersburg • Georgia: Atlanta (3). Lake Lanier* Hawaii: Maui 

• Illinois: Chicago. Oak Brook, Springfield • Maryland: Baltimore 
■ Massachusetts: Boston • Missouri: Si. Louis * New York 
New York, White Plains • Ohio: Cleveland • Tennessee: Nashville 

• Tews; Austin, Danas (2), Houston • Washington: Seattle • 
Canada: British Columbia: Vancouver • Ontario: Niagara Falls • 
South America: Brazil.- SSo Paulo • Caribbean: Dominican 
Republic; Santo Dommgp • Jamaica: Ocho Ros • U.S. Virgin 
Islands: St. Thomas 
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In France 
Wins Praise 

Sanofi and Synihelabo 
Make $104 Billion Deal 

By David J. Morrow 

New York Tunes Smice 


NEW YORK — Two French drag-’ 
•Vers, Sanofi S A and Synthelabo SA, 

TO "S®®* “ a desd at 

•;>S10*4 billion; the second alliance b©^ 

tween j European tiharmaccu ti c al 

<s companies announced this week. 

The new company, Sanofr-Syn- 
thelabo SA, is expected to have $63 
billion in annual sales — about one- 
quarter of the sales of Merck & Co., the 
world’s largest drugmaker — and con- 
siderable product strength in the in- 
dustry. While analysts were largely un- 
impressed by the partialmejger between 
■v Rhone-Poulenc SA' and Hoechst AG 
that was announced Tuesday , the union 
of Sanofi and Synthelabo unveiled 
Wednesday won considerable praise. 

Analysts said a big difference be- 
tween the deals was the sales potential of 
the companies’ products. Aventis, the 
company being created by Hoechst and 
Rhone-Poulenc, will be largely saddl e d 
.2 yggtfa old drugs, while Sanofi-Svntfadabo 
jpll have two cardiovascular drugs ■— 
-ravix and Avapro — that could each 
produce $1 billion in annual sales. 

“Those two drags should be big 
; sellers for Sanofi-Symhelabo,” said 
; Tom Brakel, an analyst with Mehta Part- 
ners, a biophannaceutical investment re- 
search concern in New York. “Neither 
company has a lot of history with cost- 
■ cutting. There is a lot of duplication in 
' some areas they are in, so there could be 
some substantial savings here.” 

The deal will be a stock swap, with 
Sanofi offering 13 of its shares for every 
10 Synthelabo shares. TOe ml giant Elf 
‘ Aquitaine-, which has a controlling in- 
terest in Sanofi, and die cosmetics 
maker L’Oreal, which controls Syn- 
' ' thelabo, will retain big holdings m Sain . 
ofi-Synthelabo. Elf Aqnhiainb. wfil con- 
trol 3S.1 percent of die shares and 45 
percent of the voting rights;' while 
■ L’Oreal will have a 19.4 percent stake 
and 25 percent voting control v. 

Avoiding at least one possible pitfall, 
the companies’ chief executives have 
.jjgreed to different roles in the new com- 
r j£ny. Jean-Francois Debecq.Sanofi’s ; 
CEO, will become chairman pfthecom- ; 
bined company, while Herve 'Guam, Jus 
opposite number at Synthelabo' will be , 
deputy chairman: Three large mergers 
announced in the drag industry faded 
this year when the chairmen refnsed to 
yield power to their counterparts. . 

Analysts have been -inroiessed with. 
Mr. Deivecq's ability to focus Sanofi 
tightly on pharmaceuticals, especially 
on high-profit cardiovascular drugs- 
While companies more than twice its 
size were struggling’ to develop top- 
selling compounds. Sanofi. engineered 
two potential big sellers, a feat crucial to 
keeping pace with the industry’s 16 
percent annual earnings growth. 

The merged entity should be able to 
squeeze more profit from pharraaceut- 
'Tpls, analysts said. Both companies are 
.Jgarded by analysts as having shrewd 
research staffs, and their combined rev- 
enue will allow San ofi-Synthelabo to 
spend more on research and develop- 
ment Sanofi spent only $577 million 
last year oh pharmaceutical research, 
about half of what most large drug . 
companies lay out. 

Mr. Dehecq has already signaled that 
Sanofi -Synthelabo would be more ded- 
icated to pharmaceuticafe than Sanofi 
has been in the past . 

Sanofi announced Wednesday that it 
would sell its beauty division, which 
includes Yves Saint Laurent and Oscar 
de la Renta scents. Jt did not give a 
timetable or price. 

Even though. Sanofi-Syntheiaoo . 
should have several top-selling drugs, 
the rnjnpany will have its share of trou- 
» bleSiMhduding a weak presence in the 
United States. „ . ’ 

Synthelabo has just one^smal^^oint 


jyiiuwiow J— - , - y 

venture here, and though Mr. Dehecq 
has expanded Sanofi ’s presence with 
acquisitions and joint ventures, me 
company is still small compared with 
giants such as Merck and Pfizer Inc. 
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lA Mob3. refinery is the United States, left, and o3 pipelines in Kuwait. Planned mergers and 
acqnisitron& ainong o3 companies could change the balance of power between them and OPEC. 

Big Oil Gains Leverage Over OPEC 

Exxon-Mobil Deal and Price Drop Could Tip Balance of Power 


By Yonssef M. Ibrahim 

New York Times Service 


NEW YORK — The combined Exxon Mobil Carp, 
is expected to have considerably more leverage in its 
dealings with- members of the Organization of Pe- 
troleum Exporting Co on tries than the companies had 
on. their own, reversing OPEC’s quarter-century of 
primacy in this relationship, oil-industry experts say. 

The Exxon-MobQ deal as well as the planned ac- 
ion of Amoco Gap. by British Petroleum Co., sets 


countries, that could help stabilize prices but could also 
curtail the search for oil m non-OPEC countries. - — 
where production is -more expensive. NEWS 

• In essence, these mergers and acquisitions 
may restore to the international oil companies 


some- of the power (hey had in the 1950s and ’60s, 
when they were firmly in charge of each facet of the 
industry, from projecting for. oil to refining it into 
cohsumecjntxfupts.. 

Now, ’according to these experts, the consolidating 
_ ante wiH regain control with the willing cooperation 
of some big OPEC members, which have been fi- 
nancially squeezed by the collapse of oil prices. 

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and several other countries are 
now actively seeking the help of die big international 
nopanies to keep their energy industries going. 

"“At the margin, these mergers are not good news 
for, OPEC, or at least all of OPEC's members,'’ said 
Lawrence- Goldstein, president of the New York- 
based 'Petroleum Industry Research Foundation. 
‘‘They force everyone to be a player. They increase 
the relative power ofbuyers against those who sell oil 
and they create room for even more savings and more 
cash to play with by the oil companies. Exxon and 
Mobil together will need less inventories, less gas 


stations, less pipelines and less people." 

Of course, the lower prices are a potent force behind 
the mergers. 

Oil prices have plunged about 40 percent this year, 
reaching a 12-year low this week of around SI 1 a barrel 
for American crude ofl because of the Asian economic 
crisis, ample supplies and a succession of mild winters. 

So the oil companies are consolidating in pan to 
gain further savings to keep operating profitably in the 
face of such low prices. 

“Between OPEC and the oil giants, everybody is 
running around like a chicken with its head cut off, 
trying to survive in the low-price environment of 
today,” said Amy Myers Jaffe. an energy 
export at the James A. Baker Institute for 
a iv a T vtac Public Policy in Houston. 

AiVLL.l5.L3 “This is a radical shift from the '70s, which 


saw the ascendancy of OPEC and oil prices that at 
times zoomed up close to $40 a barrel — at a time 
when Big Oil was kicked.out of many oil-producing 
countries and saw its operations nationalized in places 
like Libya, Iraq, Saudi Arabia! Iran and Kuwait." 

Now, with OPEC unable to stop the fall in prices, 
big oil-producing countries are asking the j>iant mul- 
tinationals to come in and look for oil, inviting joint 
ventures that only a few years ago they avoided. 

Over the past few years Iran, Algeria and the United 
Arab Emirates have initiated joint ventures with in- 
ternational companies. Saudi .Arabia and Kuwait say 
they are now ready, and Iraq continues to seek the 
lifting of a United Nations embargo to invite the oil 
companies to come in as partners. 

Chi Wednesday, Texaco Inc.'s chairman and chief 
executive, Peter Bijur, said he would go to Saudi Arabia 
on Friday to explore new business opportunities. 

’ te of the r 


T’m encouraged by the opening t 
the Saudis," he said. 
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‘Cyber Squatter 9 Beats Oil Giant to the Dot 


By Paul Farhi 

Washington Post Service 


WASHINGTON — In nailing down die details of 
their $80 billion deal over the past five months, 
executives at Exxon Carp, and Mobil Corp. forgot or 
least one: registering their new corporate address on 
the Internet. 

On Wednesday, the two companies discovered that 
one S. H. Moon — an obscure South Korean en- 
trepreneur with no connections to either Exxon or 
Mobil — had beaten them to it. 

After spotting press accounts about the oil giants' 
negotiations last week, he staked an official claim to 
their most likely future addresses on the World Wide 
Web, registering “ExxonMobil.com" and "Exxon- 
Mobil, com" asnis own. 

The practice, known as “cyber squatting," is not 
only legal, it can be highly lucrative. By paying $70 to 
Network Solutions Inc., the Virginia company that 
keeps track of most Internet names, entrepreneurs can 
then sell or trade the names. 


To reclaim a name, companies typically pay a few 
thousand dollars. However, in a case settled earlier 
this year, Compaq Computer Corp. paid a reported $3 
million to secure “Altavista.com,’' the name and 
address of its popular search engine. 

Mr. Moon is not saying what he has in mind. ’ "That 
is my secret,” he said. But he allows that he has 
already had cash offers for “ExxonMobil.com" and 
“Exxon-MobiJ.com" from third parties. 

Spokesmen for both Exxon and Mobil said they had 
been blindsided by Mr. Moon. 

"Given what we were dealing with, this was not one 
of the top details," said Lynn Russo of Exxon. 

Neither company would comment on how they 
would deal with Mr. Moon. 

Bill Cummings, a Mobil spokesman, said: "We’ll 
review our options on the establishment of an ap- 
propriate way for Exxon Mobil customers to reach our 
company." In the meantime, the combined companies 
can forget about "MobilExxon.com" or the mis- 
spelled “Exxon-Mobile.com." Those names have 
been registered by cyber squatters, too. 
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New Web Stock 
In Strong Debut 

HhHimhfrt Sews 

PASADENA, California 
— Shares in Ticketmaster On- 
IinC'CitySearch Inc., an cm- 
line seller of tickets and city 
guides, nearly tripled Thurs- 
day in their firai day of trad- 
ing. fueled by investor frenzy 
for new Internet issues. 

• Shares of the company rose 
$27 from their offering price 
on the Nasdaq Slock Market 
to close at $41. 

The company, based in 
Pasadena, California, sold 7 
million shares at $14 each, 
compared with the range of 
$11 to $13 .set hy the lead 
underwriter. NationsRanc 
Montgomery Securities LLC. 

“Ticketmaster Onlinc- 
CityScarch has a lot of aware- 
ness not only among the in- 
vestment community hut also 
among the general population, 
and that shook! help fuel sig- 
nificant retail buying interest," 
said Ryan Jacob, a manager for 
the Internet Fund. 


Britain Appears Ready 
To Join Rate-Cut Wave 


By Tom Buerkle 

ir\n> j: .iu' Htrjni 1r:bnnr 


LONDON — Britain looks set io follow 
the euro countries in reducing interest rates as 
early as next week because of fresh indi- 
cations that economic growth is slowing even 
more dramatically here than in Continental 
Europe, analysts said Thursday. 

The ability of a eoordinared’raie cut by the 
euro countries to affect rales in nonparti- 
ci pa ting countries was underscored when 
Denmark cut its key money-market rate by 
0.30 percentage point, to 3.95 percent, a few 
hours after the euro zone cut. 

The simple fact is that economic prospects 
in the “out" countries of Britain. I>?nmaric 
and Sweden have been hit by the same global 
factors as the !1 countries joining in the euro, 
giving their central banks similar latitude to 
ease monetary policy, analysts said. 

That is particularly true in Britain, where a 
prolonged period of high interest rates aimed 
at curbing inflation has slowed the economy 
sharply in recent months. 

After two new surveys released Thursday 
showed that the slow down had begun to affect 
the service sector, most analysis predicted 
that the Bank of England's Monetary Policy 
Committee would cut its key money-market 
rate, currently 6.75 percent, by at least one- 
quaner point' when it meets Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

It is clear char activity is slowing more 
sharply than the committee was expecting 
when it released its inflation forecast last 
month, said David Hillier, U.K. economist at 
Barclays Capital. 

“There'll be a rate cm next week." be said. 

The Confederation of British Industry 
urged a half-point rale cut after its monthly 
survey of retailers found that confidence 
among shop owners was deteriorating ar its 
fastest rate since 1983. with more retailers 
reporting sales declines in November than 
increases. 


A separate survey by the Chartered In- 
stitute of Purchasing and Supply indicated 
that output in the service sector, until now the 
prime source of inflation concerns in Britain, 
fell in November for the first time since July 
1996. 

Markets quickly reflected the expecta- 
tions. 

The yield on the government’s benchmark 
9 percent, 10-year bond eased to *1.60 percent 
from 4.63 percent Wednesday, while the 
pound closed slightly higher at 2.7851 
Deutsche marks after surging above 2.8000 
DM immediately after the European rate 
cut. 

Growth also is slowing rapidly in Denmark 
and Sweden, but the determination of those 
countries to keep their currencies pegged 
closely to the mark, and soon the euro, could 
limit ihe scope for interest-rate reductions, 
said Mats Nyman, chief economist at Svenska 
Handelsbanken in London. 

Denmark, which is aiming to maintain the 
tightest peg to the euro, u HI need to keep rates 
at least a half-point above the level of the euro 
zone, he said. 

Denmark - s cut on Thursday was the central 
bank's fifth in eight weeks. 

It came a day 'after the Danish Economic 
Council, an independent advisory body, 
warned that grow th would slow dramatically 
to 1.0 percent in 1999. after 2.4 percent this 
year, because of the global slowdown and 
government tax measures designed to curb 
consumer spending. 

But the council also warned about a rapid 
deterioration of the country's current account 
deficit, and Bodil Nyboe Anderson, the cen- 
tral bank governor, said the deficit could limit 
the scope for monetary easing. 

Svenska Riksbank, the Swedish central 
bank, said in trs quarterly report Wednesday 
that there “may be some room for a monetary 
policy adjustment" because the global eco- 
nomic slowdown would keep inflation well 
below its 2 percent target through 2000. 


Brazil Stocks Slide After Tax Vote 


CtmfnirJh i *i*f Sufl t'nmi r>cq*u bn 

NEW YORK — Brazilian stocks plunged 
Thursday after the country 's Congress voted 
against a proposal to raise taxes that the 
government says is needed to reduce the 
budget deficit. ' 

Tlie move raised questions about the coun- 
try's commitment to economic reforms and 
pulled markets down throughout the region, 
including the United States. (Page 16) 

The benchmark Bovespa stock index 
tumbled 742.32 points, or 8.79 percent, to 
close at 7,706.29. 

The tax proposal, defeated late Wednes- 
day, would have raised $2.2 billion next year 
in new levies on government workers and 
pensioners. The proposal is among the first of 
several tax increases and spending cuts aimed 
at cutting the S64 billion budget deficit by 
more than one-third, 

Brazil needs to reduce its deficit because 
bank financing has all but dried up for emerg- 
ing-markets borrowers since Russia's debt 
default in August. 

“If Brazil can't show that it will deal with 
its fiscal problems, the perception of the 
country's risk won’t diminish," said Angelo 


Romano ai Liberal Asset Management in Rio 
de Janeiro. 

Though the defeat is a setback for the 
government of President Fernando Henrique 
Cardoso, he has vowed to bring the proposal 
back to Congress next month and is con- 
sidering other tax measures. 

The increased tax on government workers 
is a key part of a $23.5 billion package of 
taxes and spending cuts. Measures worth 
about one-fifth of this loial package have been 
approved so far, with spending cuts, a fi- 
nancial transaction lax and the pension taxes 
still to come. 

The defeat in the Congress came just one 
hour before the International Monetary Fund 
announced the approval of the first install- 
ment of a $41.5 billion aid package. 

The defeat put in jeopardy deficit targets 
set by the IMF. which include primary budget 
surpluses before debr payments in each of the 
next three years. The taigeis are a condition 
for further payments from the 541.5 billion 
package.- although the IMF has not cut off 
countries such as Thailand and South Korea, 
which have not fully satisfied conditions of 
aid. (Bhmmht'rg. AFP) 
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November, while Ford Motor Co. bad a 2-5 percent gain. 
Analyses expect industrywide sales to reach 15.3 million this 
year, the most since 16 J million in 1986. Worldwide, Novem- 
ber sales rose 7.8 percent for 19 companies reporting thus far. 

• Union Pacific Resources Group Inc-, an independent oil 
and gas exploration and production company, plans to reduce 
its headquarters staff by about 14 percent, or 140 people, 
because of the worldwide oil glut 

• B.F. Goodrich Co^ the aerospace equipment maker, plans 
to close two assembly plants in Arkansas as part of a con- 
solidation of its operations; 545 jobs will be lost 

• BankAmerica Corp.'s 10 highest-ranking women exec- 
utives have resigned or have been demoted since the company 
merged with NationsBank Corp. in October, the San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle reported. Several women told the newspaper 
they were insulted when the NationsBank chief executive, 
Hugh McColi, distributed a videotape to employees in which 
he boasted of having “the best men in banking." 

• Weirton Steel Corp., the seven th-largest U.S. steelmaker, 
plans Co (ay off 415 workers, or 1 2 percent of its hourly work 
force, when it idles a West Virginia blast furnace for five 
weeks beginning Dec. 15. Weirton and 11 other U.S. steel- 
makers filed trade cases in September seeking limits on 
shipments of steel from Japan, Russia and Brazil. 

• Nedcor Ltd., a South African bank, has entered into a 
marketing alliance with Capital One Financial Corp. of the 
United States, a big credit card issuer, as part of its effort to 
expand internationally. 

• Nokia Oy of Finland passed Ericsson AB of Sweden as the 
No. 1 seller of digital cellular phones in the United States, 
according to the research firm DataquesL Nokia's share of the 
U.S. digital market rose to 403 percent from 19.8 percent last 
year. Ericsson's dropped to 20.6 percent from 413 percent. 


Bloomberg, AP. AFP 


Tito Trib Index 

Prices as of 400 PM. New ftarfr time. 

Jan. 1. 1902 * 100 

Level 

Change 

%ehenge 

year to date 
% change 

World Index 
Regional Inderes 

192.03 

-1.09 

-056 

+ 1157 

Asia/Pacific 

90.77 

-0.43 

-0.47 

-552 

Europe 

22124 

+ 258 

+ 1.37 

+ 14.61 

N. America 

268.88 

-6.64 

-2.41 

+ 24.43 

S. America 

Industrial Indexes 

85.91 

-5.06 

— 556 

-43.73 

Capua! goods 

274.36 

-6.46 

— 230 

+ 32.82 

Consumer goods 

239.68 

-127 

-053 

+ 14-28 

Energy 

193-03 

-224 

— 1-15 

-0.99 

finance 

133.43 

+ 0.57 

+ 0.43 

+ 8.51 

Miscellaneous 

178.92 

+ 1.44 

+ 051 

+ 19.38 

Raw Materials 

163.11 

-0.43 

-056 

-2.47 

Service 

198.76 

-0.13 

-0.07 

+ 14.03 

Utmes 

176.83 

+ 0.48 

+ 027 

+ 557 

Tim International Herata Tribune World Slock Index C trucks the U S. doSarvstue 
c* 280 nemahomfy Invosable nocks from 25 countries. 

Compiled by Bloomberg News. 


AMEX 


Thursday’s 4 P.M. Close 

The 200 most traded stocks of the dey, 
up to the dosing on Wot Street. 

TTie Associated Press. 
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Concern About Brazil Rattles Wall Street 


Bloomberg Hems 

NEW YORK — Stock prices fell 
sharply Thursday, led by financial- 
services companies and banks with 
international dealings, on concern 
that Brazil was not taking steps to fix 
its slumping economy. 

“Brazilian reforms haven’t trans- 
lated inti> results,” said Fabian Sena, 
financial director at Caja Ahorres de 
Valencia, in Valencia, Spain. “A 
logical move now,” he said, is for 
investors to sell shares of banks and 
financial-service companies, which 
depend on sound economies and 
stable financial markets for profits. 

At the close, the Dow Jones in- 
dustrial average was down 184.86 
points at 8,879.68, the Standard & 
Poor's 500 index was off 21.11 
points at 1,150.14, and the Nasdaq 
composite index was down 40.85 
points at 1,954.35. 

Declining stocks outnumbered 
advancing ones by a ratio of 3-to-2 
on the New York Stock Exchange. 


Brazilian legislators voted down 
a tax bill that was intended to help 
shrink the budget deficit, casting 
doubt on whether the largest econ- 
omy in Latin America will get the 
international aid it needs to stave off 
recession. Thar concern overshad- 


U^. STOCKS 


owed a round of interest-rale cuts by 
European central banks that were 
intended to help keep economies 
growing as the region prepares for 
monetary union. 

J.P. Morgan fell 4 9/16 to 106J4. 
Citigroup fell 2*A to 48 3/16, Bank- 
Boston fell 3% to 39, and Merrill 
Lynch fell 4 1/16 to 69 3/16. 

Many banks and brokerage firms 
lost 50 percent of more of their value 
when financial markets slumped in 
August and September on concern 
about slowing world growth and pos- 
sible currency devaluations, but they 
had generally rebounded strongly. 


Strength in some computer-re- 
lated shares kept the market from 
falling further. Texas Instruments 
gained 2% to 81!A. 

“Investment managers want to be 
in technology more heavily by the 
year’s end,” said Peter Coolidge, 
managing director of equity trading 
at Brean Murray & Co. 

Bur Cabletron Systems, a sup- 
plier of computer networking equip- 
ment, slid 134 to 9 after it warned of 
lower profit and flagging sales. 

Providers of local telephone ser- 
vice jumped after a Memll Lynch 
analyst. Daniel Reingold, raised his 
ratings on several of them to “buy.” 
Bell Atlantic rose 1 Vi to 56%, Araer- 
itech rose 15/16 to 55%, and GTE 
gained 3 7/16 to 65 15/16. 

Lucem Technologies, which 
makes telephone equipment, gained 
1 */; to 8SV4. 

Mr. Reingold raised his ratings 
because of expectations for strong 
earnings growth next year as a num- 


ber of merges among file compa- 
nies come to fruition. 

In addition, price/ earnings ratios 
for these companies re main below 
the average for the S&P 500 as a 
whole. 

Some investors were surprised 
that U.S. stocks did not rally after 
the European interest-rate cuts. The 
lower rates could Increase demand 
for U.S. goods by lowering the cost 
of financing business and encour- 
aging consumer spending, analysts 
said. 

“Hus is good news for the mar- 
ketplace,” said Arthur Hogan, chief 
market analyst at Jefferies & Co. in 
Boston. “This is something we’ve 
been waiting for.” 

Concern about the Brazilian 
economy proved to be positive for 
U.S. Treasury prices, however. The 
yield on the benchmark 30-year 
bond slipped to 5.00 percent from 
. 5.02 percent as the price of the bond ■ 
rose 7/32 to 105 25/32. 


Dollar Falls. 
On Outlook : 
For US. Rates* 


Bloomberg News 

NEW YORK — The dollar was 
lower against other major currencies 
as a drop in U.S. stock prices wiped 
out fee benefits for the dollar of a cut 
in European interest rates. 

The dollar initially rose against 
the mark after the 1 1 nations adopt- 
ing a single currency lowered .rates, 
ody to lose its gain on renewed talk 
that the Federal Reserve Board may 
cut U.S. rates again- The dollar 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


.was also hurt by concern feat Brazil 
may 'not be taking the necessary 
steps-to reform its economy- j ■ : 

mnr* menn fn tv» 


There's more reason to be beaf ^ 
on the dollar than the mark be r 


Very briefly; 

• General Motors Corp/s U.S. vehicle sales fell 5.8 percent in 


Niagara Mohawk 
To Sell 42 Plants 
To Joint Venture 


Sales Fall, but Productivity Rises 


Bloomberg Ne*-j 

SYRACUSE, New York — 
Niagara Mohawk Corp. agreed 
Thursday to sell 42 hydroelec- 
tric plants to a joint venture of 
Baltimore Gas & Electric Co. 
and Goldman Sachs Group LP 
for $425 million, almost double 
their book value, to prepare for 
competition in New York's 
power market. 

The plants, in upstate New 
York, can produce 661 mega- 
watts of electricity, enough to 
light 661,000 homes. Niagara 
Mohawk, which sells power to 
1.5 million New York custom- 
ers, said it would buy electricity 
from the venture. Orion Power 
Holdings Inc., until September 
2001. Orion was formed in 
March to acquire generating 
plants in North America. 

The sale requires regulatory 
approval and is expected to 
close by mid- 1999. Niagara 
Mohawk, which is based in 
Syracuse, is trying to sell four 


11 mpM tnr Oar toJfFnm 

NEW YORK — Many U.S. re- 
tailers reported strong sales Thurs- 
day for November, but mild weather 
across much of the country hurt re- 
sults for big department stores that 
bank on selling seasonal clothing. 

Meanwhile, fee government re- 
pented feat U.S. workers produced 
more at less cost in the third quarter 
than it had estimated. Productivity 
rose at a revised 3.0 percent annum 
rate in fee three months ended in 
September, initially reported as a 
2.3 percent gain , the Labor Depart- 
ment said. 

Unit labor costs — a separate 
index measuring changes in worker 
compensation and productivity — 
rose at a'l.l percent annual rate in 


the third quarter, initially estimated 
at a 1.7 percent annual rate. 

The retail repeat showed that dis- 
count stores did the best, attracting 
value-conscious consumers who 
want affordable prices and wide se- 
lections of merchandise. Wal-Mart 
Stores Inc., the biggest U.S. retailer, 
said sales at stores open at least a 
year rose 7.7 percent in November 
from a year earlier. Sales at Dayton 
Hudson Corp.’s Target division rose 
4.3 percent. 

But the weather hurt sales of 
winter clothing at stores where busi- 
ness otherwise was brisk. Kmart 


Corp., which had strong sales of 
home appliances, home furnishings 


home appliances, home furnishings 
and jewelry, said the mild weather 
had depressed clothing sales, holding 


tite overall sales gain to 23 percecrt. 

Sears, Roebuck & Co. stud sales 
fell 3.6 percent. Sears said contin- 
ued slow sales could force it to cut 
prices, which could erode profit. 

For department stores, me*weath- 
er was only the latest problem. 
Many store chains are losing sales to 
discount and clothing stores. May 
Department Store Co. said sales rose 
just 0.1 percent in the month, and 
Federated Department Stores hoc. 
repotted a drop of 0.2 percent 
‘The department stores don’t 
have their finger on die panic button 
yet, but they’re nervous,” said 
Thomas Buynak, a director at So- 
ciety Asset Management, which 
holds shares of retailers. 

( AP, Bloomberg) 


ish on the dollar than the mark be 
cause of the possibility ofweaktJ.S- 
eqnities, rate cuts from the Fed and 
an ‘ emerging-market crisis stem- 
ming from Brazil,” said poug 
York, foreign-exchange director at 
Campbell & Co. - 

In 4 P.M. trading, fee dollar was at 
1.6703 Deutsche marks, down from 
1.6706 DM on Wednesday, add at 
1 18 .535 yen. off from 120.125 yen. 

The Bundesbank and most other 
European central banks, cut their 
benchmark lending rate to 3.0 per- 
cent from 33 percent: to deal with 
what the German central bank’s 


president, Hans Tietmeyer, called a 
“clouded” economic outloolc. At a 
news conference, he said growth 
was slowing, although he said there 
was no risk of recession. i. 


is uo riSK. oi . j, 

Many traders said the mark i 
Id its ground after, the rate .cr c % . 


Black Bids to Expand Canadian Holdings 


power plants with a capacity of 
3 356 megawatts as part of its 


3,256 megawatts as part of its 
plan to get out of fee power- 
generation business. 

Niagara Mohawk shares rose 
18.75 cents to close at 
$15.8125, while Baltimore Gas 
eased 12.5 cents to $31.25. 


CotrqAted 6y Oar Stiff From CtarxjrVj 

TORONTO — The stock of 
Southam lnc„ the biggest newspaper 
publisher in Canada, rose Thursday 
after Hollinger Inc., fee media com- 
pany of the financier Conrad Black, 
bid to buy all the shares in Southam 
that it did not already own. 

Southam shares rose 3.65 Cana- 
dian dollars to close at 29.05 dollars 
($ 18.951. Hollinger rose 40 cents to 
L4 dollars. 

Hollinger said Wednesday feat it 
intended to acquire the remaining 22 


million shares in Southam, about a 
30 percent stake, in a transaction 
valued at 638 million dollars. 

Hollinger said it would pay 484 
million dollars, or 22 dollars each, 
for the remaining shares. But as part 
of the bid. Toronto-based Southam 
announced feat its shareholders 
would receive a special dividend of 7 
dol tars a share Jan. 4. That values fee 
transaction at 29 dollars a share. 

Mr. Black raised the funds primar- 
ily from his Southam dividends. 

Hollinger, based in Vancouver, 


and Southam control more than half 
of fee dailies published in Canada, 
61 of the 105 publications. 

In October, Mr. Black' — through 
Southam — introduced a daily, fee 
National Post, in competition with 
the Globe and Mail, owned by the 
rival Thomson gronp. 

Hollinger International, through 
its subsidiaries and affiliated 
companies, publishes more than 400 
other English-language newspapers 
and magazines around the world. 

(AFP, Bloomberg ) 


h eld its ground after, the rate .cr c % 
because fee moves were seen as sup- 
porting Europe’s economy, even 
though they wiB undermine returns 
on fee single- currency, fee euro, 
which is to be introduced Jan. I. 

“You’re just looking at a slowing 
world economy,” said Matthew 
Robertson at Neuberger & Berman 
LLC. “Countries that cut rates will 
see their currencies: rally because 
feat improves fee investment en- 
vironment.” ■ 

Some traders also sold dollars 
amid concern that Brazil may have a 
hard time cutting its budget deficit 
and receiving aid from the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund after the 
country's Congress voted against a 
tax proposal that fee government 
says is needed to reduce a budget 
deficit. . 

The dollar slipped to 53990 
French francs from 5.605B francs 
and to 1.3640 Swiss franco from 
1.3670 francs. The pound fell to 
$1.6643 from $1.6675. ' f£ 


U. S. STOCK MARKET DIARY 


INTERNATIONAL FUTURES 


Indexes 


Most Actives 


Dow Jones 


Dec. 3, 1998 

High Low Latest Qig* Oplnt 


Wgh Low Latest Chge OpW 


W#i Law Latest digs OpW 


. High Law Latest Cbgft OpInt 


S 9864X1 908157 
7101.17 31DXB9 


tram 7101.17 3107*9 38363 11 3039. IS -4180 
U» X4.1J 30448 30tl7 303.10 -1.05 

Camp 282&J8 283030 Z774J0 277L97 -49.06 


Standard & Poors 


Htgfe m aw 

Industrials 1405.151381.02 1 398. IS 
T remap. 67157 65&J3 67031 

UtSItes 25558 25160 2 UM 

finance 12857 12451 128.05 

SP 500 1 17528 1157J61171ZS 

SP100 583.31 57258 57085 


CMvaas 

Baeng 

S*cMtr 

owp, 

MJovT 

AmOntws 

Cental 

CHUM 

marts 


to 

3S3&S8 3P* 
172346 33*Vtf 
149647 TV. 
133457 SO 
138277 50 
124458 90V, 
im»40 m* 
103071 10V] 

£ 

*877 9 42to 

7t 55 iiv* 

71046 17V* 
61754 83* 


OfiA MCE JUICE menu 
ISOOOte.- certs per b. 


30ft XV* 
31ft Jlft 
1<4 1ft 
Sto 48** 
46 46** 
83ft S3* 
ISH Ifto 
tv* 9 
85ft MV* 
25ft 27ft 
40ft 41ft 
to ft 
21ft 29ft 
16 1 6ft 
78ft Oita 


Grains 

CORN (CBOH 

WJ 00 bu nMrauni- cfti Is per bushel 
Doc 99 TITft 1151. US’., -2 

Mar 99 J27ft ZMft 226ft -2ft 1 

Mot 99 TIM 232 ft 232ft -2ft 

Jvl 99 241 2»* 238ft -2ft 

Sep 99 J46ft MSU 24514 -1ft 

Dec 99 ?SJ 251 'J 251ft -116 

MorOO Wft 2W, 259ft -1ft 

Eat softs N.A. Wecfs soles 74130 
IMs open iol 3U634. off 1,924 


**i99 117,65 


14 YEAR FRENCH GOV. BONDS (MAT1F1 
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UA Stack Tables Explained 


Sales figures are unaflkfai. Yearly M^is ond lows reflect tlie ptevioiis S3 weeks plus the 
conetri wwk, but not Hie latest Ira (flng day. Yfherea split or stack dividend orraunting to 25 

pereentor more has been paid, the ywrsIri^i-iMynniBe ond tfvidend ore stwwjj/orflie new 

Stadaonly. Unless oflwertse noted, mto of dividends are annual disbursements based on 
Itie latest dedoratlon. 

a •defdend also extra (sl.b- annual mte of (Svidend plus stock dividend c - liquidating 
dkMWd. ee- PE 8*cee*994ld - adled. d - new yeariy low. dd -loss in »» kwn2 months. 

8 - tfvldend declared or paid In preceding 12 momto. I - annual rate, increased an last 

dedaretSM g - (flvMend te Canadian hinds, subjea tc 15% non-residence tin. i - ifividend 

declared nftsrspB-uporslw* dividend. | - avtdend paid tWs yeas, omitted. dofertBa or no 
odfen taken Of latest AMend meeting. 1 - addend deoared or paid mis year, an 
accumulative Issue wail dividends in arrears, m -annual rale, reduced on Iasi dwjorntm 
a • new baue In the post 52 weeks. The Mgti-tovr range begins wffli the slot of trading 
nd - next day daflvery. p - initial dUridend annwil rate amanrera. WE - price-emMs nma 

q-das«(^<ndmutaBl And r-tSyMetlddedurHlvpata in prececSng 12 months ptis 
dMdend. s-5todm>flL0teideM begins wffi date of spiff. s9s-5ales.l- dividend 

stock ki precerlng 1 2 montta. estimated COtb value on ejHSftdend or Qr-dteMbution dote, 
u-nmyearty high, v-budfig ha Bed. vi-in bankruptcy or receteerstiip or being reorganized 
amterthe Sgrriovptay Aci oraeewflira assumed by sutfr ramponfes. od-wtrenditrasufed. 

wl - when tssued/ erar - edth mmwris. 8 - qp-dteidend or n-nghis. xOs - n-dKMbuttan. 

xw - without warrants, y- ex-dhtdend and soles in htH. yld - yield, z ■ sales m fun. 
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Dec 99 94340 M.1 SO 94230 +0070 T3A123 733 * tettex 
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llOMOBpte-pte&BndSOllOOpd Jon 99 96X10 K6*a 98J8S+4LlS 

ass at las -s 


per bum point 
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COFFEE C INCSE) 
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German GDP 
Rebounded 
In 3 d Period 


FRANKFURT >- The German . 
- economy. Tallied. in tile third qnarn»r ■ 
after bogging down in the spring,, the ' 
gavenm^is^iiThisrsday. - - 
Cross domestic product- expan- 
• ded by a. seasonally adjusted 0 ; 9 ;- 
percent in the third quarter from the 
second and was up 2.8 percent from 
a year earlier, the government said: 

The numbers showed a robust ac- ' 
-^deration frora-tha second' quarter; 


■ .— ; — GEC Hints 

Greek Tetccoin: Too Much Static? At Big Move 

Re „ ers • were at $ 11.5625 late Thursday, parture did not mean a change of In Defense 

ATHENS— A power struggle «P 3 J -5 cen*^ T^ e ^ m | n an ^ is the aovemment that 

he^eeothegowmment andean- S *™E 5 S V moved to restructure public *■"" , 


Fiankftat 
DAX - 
smoA 
5500 V 
5000 V. 
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London Paris 

FTSE 100 Index CAC 40 
A 4400 ^ 


b^eeothegovHnmentand rnan- “ v^raeThUrsdav moved to restructure public 


director, ueorge upyssoioum, T^omoany on he added. ' ‘and we actually want its 

and caw aoloud over the future of « modernization to move flier.” 

Greece’s^ggestcompany. Waft mc! ttieyjee ms ^ government officials ac- 

-• “Mr.;Chryssolouns was forced PJrture-as a state mtervenn thal there were prob- 

to resign,” a senior executive at „ purees described Lems with Mr. Chrvssolouris’s 

-^SSSSa 


Renters m If 

LONDON — General Electric Co. 
said Thursday it could be just weeks 3500 j A s O n D 
away from its nexr big move in the i " 8 
consolidation of the global military Exchange . . Index 
industry . but it would not say whether 
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Thursday Prav. % 
Close Gtose Change 


it had "a partner in Europe or the Amsterdam AEX 1 , 052. 75 1 . 027 . 68 ^ + 2.44 

T InitMt in mind — — - — ■*— m oan dQ S 292.35 +0.81 


. when there was no growth from the -upper' band between himself ami M p^nt of l^y George Suneon idis. executive 

previous quarief and aT . 6 percent OTE's ; mesidem, / Vassjhs “ftSSSoSufa ^ *e com- vice president of Inmarsat, was 

increase from a year earlier, accord- Rapanos, the executive said. Mr . • jCtoyssa uns rrni m named to succeed Mr. Chryssol- 

ing to revised figtws. -- . • Ghiyssoloum “was fed up and gw spjety on sto^hotaer^ ^ ^ ^ b- 

• But the pickup in The third quarter left’ ’ hesmd- . - _ ____ : SS ^nSd.Sons in die marsat is a global satellite telecom- 


knowledged that there were prob- United States in mind. &u«s^s BEL -20 3 , 24 ^ 49 ^ 3 ^ 222 ^ 5 ^+ 0 . 8 ^ 

described lems with Mr. Chrvssolouris's “We have been involved in very - — ~~~~DAX 4 , 787.08 4 , 691.69 + 2.03 

wnrkinp relationship" with Mr. intense discussions with a number FranWart ‘T, — • — ~ 

E without Ra^s and the government, and of participants in the global defense coperiha^J^^* _ - -- 

•nthouRh they said his departure would work mdustry and a decision is expecied HEX General 4 ^ 26.78 _ 4 .M 3 .t 8 j-LK 

nv’s stock as a balancina factor. soon » Lord Simpson, the com- 47538 484.43 -V 83 

y George Simeon idis. executive party's chief executive. said after the O^to Ts5iSri*MBr ^ 

the com- vice president of Inmansu, was British company announced a 21 London ^IgLlg 0 +T 6 T 

Lolder in- named to succeed Mr. Chryssol- percent increase in half-year oper- S 65 ck Exchange _ 813 . 14 ^ 

. _ ■ j A\r*r * nr In- alUlE DroflL ~ 917 K 9 21413 +166 


- V - h tr*nir “This meant hard- decisions in the marsat is a global satellite telecom- 
Mr. .‘CteysoUKUjs, who Took ’ 5 1 i^ mre ia YO ff s of unqual- munications system specializing m 
oyer ar OTE in 1997 and credited n . 1 lonaer working maritime communications. Its main 

wiEhspcaiieadjiigJtsmtOTiattoiia} shareholders are national telecom- 




iug to revised figures.;- Cbiyssoloum "v*s ^ fed up and .PW r??E execurivTsaid. ouris as managing director. In- ating profit fi* mTeT bT" 21769 

But the pickup imherimdquaner left,’ ’hesaid. , . ' ^^meanthaS- demons in the marsat is a global satellite telecom- G - EC f sai ? U " der ^ ^"1 • SSlISh CAC 40 3 , 715.67 3 . 649.91 + 1.80 

_-f had been widely expected by econ- - Mr 'Sfe^ SO , < SSr S ' n^fiinralike lavoffscrf unqual- munientions system specializing m profit for the si: x months through Parte CAC — 382657^3 856 42 0 76 

^ CHnists because special factors had . oyer arOTE in 1.997 and credited iSmT wo?king maritime communications. Its main Sept. 30 rose to £358 mi ion stocWioim SX 16 JUSMZJm 

cowributed to the preceding slow- ' wibspeaiheading nsmteraational . ^^^’hi Ser D&one shareholders are national telecom- tS 59 4 - 6 million; from £-95 million ^enna ATX 

(town. These included the weather, a expansion and modernizing jts horns and onv J^ nm ^D. d IP ^ munications operators. . a year earlier as sales ‘ncreased 9 __ - 4 ^ 04.05 4 ^ 73.65 + 0.71 

change in the number of- working ' network, resigned W ednesday , cit- P^oes- 8 ^ government spokesman said percent, to £ 3.35 billion. L — rr iTk-nwi...ij iur..i.iTi*m l .- 

days between the first and second .ing personal reasons. He was npt ■ . Stournaras - chief Mr. Simeonidis would continue Pretax profit jumped to £ J -^il- Source: Teiskvrs 

quarters and a rise of one percentage available for comment. adviser to Prime Min- the policies of his predecessor. lion frora £415 rn'llmn a yi^earli- 

point in the valire-added His depanure appeared to shock ”, he “Mr. ChrysMilouris made his er. lifted by a net gam of £ 965 mil- „ brief I V 

to 16 percent; the statistics ofece die market., with the company's m er c ostas s mi.m tgidn ^sTO ^ ^ ^ - He Uon from a senes of asset sales and Very PrieTiy. 

said. American depositary receipts rum-' was very successful, and his sue- acquisitions that have reshaped the slide in underlying annua! 


cpjnnouiea to me preceoing siow- m avbe higher phone shareholders are nauon 

(town. These included the weather, a expansion and J»d«™g ^ ^eZ^nenfddnot see municauons operators, 

change in the number of . working network, resigned W ednesday , cit- pnees- 8 * sovemmenr spok 


quarters and a rise of onepercpnta§e 
point in the value-added toxin April, 
to 16 percent; the statistics office. 


. 10 .16 percent; the statistics omce. 
said. 

Economists said they still expec- 
ted the economy to slow, a factor 
cited by European, eftnfral ; banks 
Thursday as they lowered interest 
rates in hope'of easing any slump. ■ 
The government" statistics office 
said GDP climbed at an annualized , 
2.9 percent in Western Gerinanyrin 
the third quarter apd 1.7 percent in 
Eastern Ganraany r 
Lothar. Hessier, an economist ar 


er. lifted by a nei gain of £965 mil- „ xi lf . 

lion from a series of asset sales and Very Drieiiy- 
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. u R„rht»rrvc Grenr Universal *s lux- volvwi Thomson-CSF of France, range 

catalog showroom business Bu jy . « v +aled The French company is also ex- norau 


Xpu“Th d i S t . Bum PLC reported . 7.4 percen, 
technoliy electronics. Included in profit for the year that ended Sept. 30 . to LUb\ .mm °"J^ c 
its acquisitions was the SI .4 bUlion billion).- as poor summer weather ^ d . 1 ’Lfi Vo,e 
purchase of the U.S. military-elec- recalls cut into the sales of the Brush brew in and bo 
o-onics company Tracor Inc. company. Revenue tell 1 2.4 percent, to £ 4.6 billion. 

Lord Simpson would not disclose • R ova l Bank of Scotland Group PLC’s pretax protn rose 
whether the next move would build 32 p^rcenr. to £1 billion, in the year through bept. .iu. 

on that purchase or whether it in- surpassing expectations, as growth came from the bank suioe 

volved Thomson-CSF of France, range of U.S. and British retail financial services and lof- 


Tridtaus. said' the fourth Stores PLC, the largest home snop- ^ reporting a slump m profit pean minrary inuusiry year proflt would be down 6 percent, a rr 

coutoswi significant toss of piiigconq>anyinBri^,retKKt^a these*? “ just £2 rtollion from £ 19.9 mil- to try to improve its chances of previously expected, as sales in some markets n 

^nwmentunLasindi^Sbythelatest 22 percent drop mfirsr-half mofit affected byibe fact that these Greal Universal warned in June competing with U.S. giants. Asia and Britain, slow and costs rise. It forecast a pretax profit. 

SSsSteSdccp^lishedby Tht£d*y and said sales were slow- visio^xmtto most of their money in profil would suffer Gfec has long been looking for a excluding one-time items, of £770 million. 
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' The IHT Desk Diary 
For the time of your life. 

Hulfyoiu' life's story — or even more — is inscribed on the 
pages qfynur desk diary. Yet when you travel or go to meetings, 
most desk diaries are too cumbersome to take along. 

That's why die International Herald Tribune — constantly 

alert to die needs of busy executives — had this desk diary 

especially designed for its readers. Bound in luxurious silk-grain 
black leather, its perfect on your desk, offering all the noting 
spucc of any staniiard desk diary, yet pick it up and you 'll find it 
weighs a mere JQO grams tl-foz .1 

No voluminous data and statistics are included in this diary, 
but on the other hand a removable address book saves hours of 
re-copying from year to year. 

Please allow three weeks for delhvry 
Personalized nirt till initials m rite owe usan 
elegant gift f>r friends. business c, munis j»d 
assiKiates — and fur umrxetf 
Duo measures 21 x IScmiS W 16 in. I tin cosily 
sue (hr rimmed .vncV case. 

Padifcd bbA Mather cover with gift metal comers 
French bhic paper v»nh pMcd page edge*, 
blue nbbon page nurlcr 
Week-aM-elMa; forma with pleat) ot" space fra 
dvIydpfuuiiKnK 

• With removable address boot. Dead) fitted in a 
bk»e silk pocket. 

• Corporate penorulizocun and itesrcuus ate 
avjibUe. 

Fardeuiti. fa x Paul Bsl.tr ai +-Ui0>}76. 1 ' 6 S 8 

242 or e-mail paultatcr^brintcmelcori 

j”pieasc send me 1999 IHT Desk Diaries. 04 -i2-mJ 

. Prior includes initials, packing and postage in Europe: . 

" l-l diaries UK £35.511 (U.S.SS 8 leach INITIALS j 

I 5-9 dums UK £3.\2il lUSSttieach - p ■" Eigg I 

| lit- 19 diaries UK £29.10 iUS.S48>each I I I I | 

1 CD Check here for delivery b> recorded or certified mail; J 

I L5.7.S lU S.S9.20) per package plus postage I 

1 Payment b by credit card only. r— > r- 1 n 

1 All major cards accepted. U An ® LJDims | 

| Phase charge lo my credit card: D vu, | 


Shares to Stuff Stockings With? 

Holiday Looks Good for Retailers, but Choose Carefully 


Very briefly: 


By Noelle Knox 

JVrtr York Tunes Service 


NEW YORK — Finding ihe right 
present for your relatives may seem 
a loi easier this holiday season than 
finding the right retailer in which to 
invesL 

First, the good news: This season 
is expected to be the best in four 
years for retailers. An annual survey 
by Deloitte & Touche and the Na- 
tional Retail Federation said U.S. 


shoppers were expected to spend 
j $173 billion, about 5.5 percent more 
| than in the 1997 holiday season. 
And the Conference Board reported 
last week that U.S. consumer con- 
fidence rose in October for die first 
time in four months. 

Moreover, while Amazoo.com 
Inc., Wal-Mart Stores Inc. and a few 
other retail stocks are trading near 
record highs, most have not re- 
covered from their sell-off this sum- 


know s the meaning of shareholder 
value. 

Among die top American picks of 
several analysts and money man- 
agers is Dayton Hudson Corp., the 
Minneapolis-based parent of Target 
discount stores and the Hudson and 
Marshall Field department stores. 

It is trading at a price/eamiogs 
ratio of 23, making it cheaper than 
rivals such as Wal-Mart Stores Inc., 
with a ratio of 41, and Costco Cos„ 
with a ratio of 3 1 . Dayton Hudson's 


The company, based in Irving, 
Texas, has a price/earnings ratio of 
15. Its luxury competitor. Tiffany & 
Co., has a ratio of 20. Zale’s shares 
have risen more than 50 percent 
from 3 low of $19.50 in October and 
were trading at $29.25 Thursday, 
down 12 5 cents. 

“They’re very professionally run 
in a business not traditionally 
known for it,” said Michael Ex- 
stein. an analyst at Credit Suisse 
First Boston, who said he expected 
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stock hit a one-year low of $26. 13 in Zaleto hit $35 within 12 months. 


mer, when investors thought shop- 
ners mieht react negatively to world 
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pers might react negatively to world 
problems such as the Russian debt 
default or the Japanese banking 
crisis. 

“Everybody was worried about 
Asia.” said Jeffrey Edelman, an 
analyst at PaineWebber — every- 
body but die consumer. “Main 
Street is quite far removed from 
Wall Street,” he said. 

But there are still concerns. 
People have not shaken off recent 
news of corporate layoffs. Con- 
sumers polled in the Deloitte survey 
said “everyday low prices” were 
the first thing that would lure them 
to a store: last year, that incentive 
was only third on their list. 

Even if the economic expansion 
continues next year, it is risky to buy 
cyclical stocks, like those of many 


October, but was at $45.25, up 6.25 
cents, in early trading Thursday. 

“The Target division is doing 
beautifully,” said George Mairs. 
manager of the Mairs & Power 
Growth fund, which owns some 
shares. “They have clearly tried to 
differentiate ' themselves from 
Kmart and Wal-Mart by having 
lines that are more upscale, and I 
think this has worked well ” He said 
Dayton Hudson stock could hit $60 
within a year. 


Also expected to sparkle this sea- 
son is Zaie Corp., the big jewelry 
c hain. Watches and earrings are al- 
ways popular gifts, and Zaie has a 
wide selection of inexpensive items. 


Investors worried about an eco- 
nomic slowdown might be happy to 
see that retail-stock buybacks nave 
become fashionable this season. 
Such a program is one reason Alan 
Snyder, head of Snyder Capital 
Management, owns Pier 1 Imports. 

The retailer announced a plan in 
September to repurchase 5 million 
shares, its second buyback program 
this year. 

Pier l’s stock, which was trading at 
$9.8125 early Thursday is far above 
its low reached in October but still 
well below the $20,625 it reached 


Nerinan Marcus Net to Fall 


Neixnan Marcus Group Inc .*s new 
chief executive, Robert Smith, said 
Thursday he was comfortable with 
current profit estimates, which show 
die luxury retailer will post a drop in 
earnings for its second quarter. Ren- 
ters reported from Chicago. 

According to First Call, analysts 
forecast the company’s next earnings 
figure at 57 cents a share, compared 
with 67 cents a share last year. 


• E*Trade Group Inc. plans to of- 
fer its on-line trading services to 
individual investors in Ffim« 
through a licensing accord 

CPR SA, a stockbroker jmd fuwi 

manager 30 percent owned by C red- 
it Agricole. France’s biggest bank. 

• The World Bank, European In- 
vestment Bank, European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment and the Asian Development 
Bank asked the Hong Kong Mon- 
etary Authority ro snap a restric- 
tion on the sale of shon-term Hong 
Kong dollar bonds. 

• Corporations around the world 
said they were more cautious than 
they were six months ago about 
where they made foreign direct in- 
vestment. preferring to invest in 
highly industrialized markets, ac- 
cording to the FDI Confidence In- 
dex survey. The factors the compa- 
nies weighed first before investing 
in another country were market size, 
political stability, economic growth, 
the regulatory environment and 
profit repatriation. 

• UBS reorganized the market op- 
erations of its Warburg Dillon 


Mr. Smith, who was named chief Read investment-banking unit, 
executive Thursday, said the retail Warburs x)tilon Read also said it 
environment remained “difficult ° • - — J 


wen below the $20,625 u reached environment remained difficult stopping trading in energy and 

March 13. The stock has a P/E ratio of and that day-to-day traffic at its Net- lxlse m ^| s futures and options and 
14 , and Mr. Snyder says he expects man Marcus and Bergdorf Goodman qi|Tinf , 2 0 jobs as a result, 
the shares to hit $ 15 within a year. stores was relatively weak. _ it,* M P ««r 


Blotutiherg NeM? 

HONG KONG — Three decades 


era England to supermarkets in crest of Asia’s financial boom and 


Singapore — and a London invest- 


ago, when Roben Fleming & Co. of ment bank. The pact cost Jardine 1 


Britain deckled to establish an invest- 
ment bank in Asia, it turned to Jardine 
Matheson Holdings Ltd., Hong 
Kong's oldest British trading firm. 

On Thursday, that relationship 
ended. Jardine, which traces its ori- 


retatiers. this far into a period of gins to the 19th-century opium 
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I extended economic growth. The 
l trick, analysts say, is to find retailers 
that are likely to post good holiday 
sales. 

Next an investor should look for 
stocks that are cheap relative to their 
rivals. Finally, one should make 
sure the company has cash to weath- 
er a slowdown and management that 


trade, said it had sold its 50 percent 
stake in Jardine Fleming Group to 
the British bank and intended to 
focus on eight core businesses. 

The move ends a sometimes un- 
easy partnership, struck in 1970, be- 
tween Jardine — now a sprawling 
conglomerate whose businesses 
range from car dealerships in north- 


million Hong Kong dollars 
(.$129,000) at the time. 

Though Jardine will hold a 15 
percent stake in Fleming, the com- 
bination of a great trading house and 
a British stockbroker is “last cen- 
tury's type of concept,” said Ter- 
ence Manony, managin g director at 


fell just as hard as markets rambled. raaoHuciit; 

In 1993. the joint venture con- retirement 
tributed 26 percent of Jardine Math- • Cigna I 
eson's net profit In 1997, that con- Cigna Cot 
tribution slipped to almost nothing and Yasu 
as stock markets tumbled from suranceC 
Shanghai to Bangkok and trading 4 company 
slowed to a trickle. find invest] 

As Asian markets shrank and in- • Dal-Idu 


cutting 20 jobs as a result. 

• Fidelity Investments, the biggest 

U.S. fund manager, appointed Ray- 
mond Marcinowski to lead its 
401 (k) business, a type of pension 
plan , in Japan. The government is 
expected to revise Japan's tax code 
and ease regulations to promote the 
introduction of defined contribution 
retirement savings plans. ^ 

• Cigna International, a unit off| 
Cigna Coro, of the United Stares, * 
and Yasuda Fire & Marine In- 
surance Co. of Japan plan to setup 

a company in April to sell pension 
and investment products in Japan. 

• Dal-Idu Mutual Life Insurance 


vestment banks formed ever bigger Co. plans to sell as much as 15 


TCW Asia Ltd. and a client of alliances, Jardine Fleming, which billion yen ($125 million) of se- 


Jardine Fleming since 1981. 

“Now it’s information technol- 
ogy, capital and brains,” Mr. Ma- 
hony said. * ’Not connections, lunch- 
eons and dinners.” 

Those connections proved costly 
for Jardine Fleming, which rode the 


will continue to operate under its own curities this month though the Lon- 

_ _ i j- * . _ j nf~ _ - r i *_l n .1. 


name in 15 Asian countries, was in- 
creasingly vulnerable. ■ 

“It’s a minnow in the big sea,” 
Mr. Mahony said. “They had the 


don office of Industrial Bank of 
Japan Ltd. 

• J..B- Were & Son was rated Aus- 
tralia’s top brokerage for securities 


best people, but they never had the research. Coles Christie & Asso- 


capital. 


dates said. 
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. ... Bbom&ergNm .. 

iriiSr^; VQRK- — Analysts and 
“ deri ' “ga.SajKtod & Poor’s 
Corp. to add America Online foe to 
. the closely watched S&P S00 index in 

several months — and some 

say ujs about time. > 

No. . 1 on-Iine_service. 
would be foe first pure Internet com- 
pany m the index;. 'Though it has a 
madeet value of just over $40 billion, 
more than all bat about 55 companies 

m the S&p 500. AOL tas 
eluded from foe mdex. So have other 
on-lfoe companies with huge market 
Values, such as Yahoo! Inc. and 
Amazon.com Inc. . 

; The addition of a 6L„ would fill 
whatroany regard atra gaping hole in 


foe S&P 500. The Internet sector “is 
definitely missing,' * said Dan Mafo- 
isson, bieadsfock trader at D.E. Shaw 
Securitas. '^‘h woald make if a more 
. repesentative index if.you had a few 
. of them in there.*’ 

David Bhtzer. chief economistai 
.Standard &Poor*s and chairman of 
foe comminee that picks new index 
membeis, defends the exclusion of 
companies without a soBd history of 
cammgs. ‘it doesn't do us any good 
to add a company and then havelt go 
belly-up," hesakL 
Aoa^ts say Standard & Poor’s 
7*11 be adding several stocks to the 
index soon because of mergers and 
acquisitions; aid Mr. BUtzer said a 
.number of technology stocks, includ- 


ing Internet stocks, arc on its “con- 
•aderarion list." 

- “We're aware of a lot of Web 
companies, and most people here 
probably subscribe to AOL." said 
Mr. Bfitzer. himself an AOL user. 

Standard & Poor’s, a financial re- 
search and information company, de- 
clines to comment on prospective ad- 
ditions to iu benchmark index. The 
reason for this is that about $626 billion 
is invested in portfolios that try to 
match the index, and a stock that is 
added tends to rise quickly as managers 
of such portfolios buy the shares. 

- Many analysts and investors say 
S&P is right to be reluctant about hot 
new companies. “Internet stocks 
ought to be included in the balloon 



v. .. ffewery'. 

- ROTTERDAM : — - Teenage Dutch 
investors are showing themselves 
keen to dabble in- foe-world of high 
finance, with, .thousands subscribing 
to a new investment ‘fond aimed spe- 
cifically at school children. 

More than 14,000 teenagers have 
invested a total of more than 26 inil- 
lion guilders ('$13.75 million) in. foe 
YoungDynmnic fund, ateen-targeted 
fund launched by foe Robeco Group 
last month. “That's a lot for a new 
fund aimed at a noninvesting group of 
the public," .said a Robeco spokes- 
an, Edwin van Wijk- ' ■ " 

The first of its kind in Europe, 
YoungDynamic is an open-end fund. 
It aims to attract medium- to long- 
term funds from 12i- to 19-ydar-olds, 
although anyone with cash to spare 
can sign up. 

The Dutch Central Bureau of Sta- 
tistics estimates that youngsters aged 
from 15 to 18 have around ; 3,900 
guilders per year in personal income. 

Robeco believes that as" a con- 
sequence there is a market for 
products offering riskier- types of in- 
vestment with a potentially higher 
return, which at the same time in- 
troduce newcomers to the fundament- 
als of finance. 


. By loggmg onto a special Internet 
site, investors can talk to their fond 
manager, who will explain the per- 
formance of foe portfolio. • 

During foe subscription period, 
questions mainly focused on the 
companies in foe fond portfolio, how 
foe fund worked and, of course, its 
rate of return. 

“Everyone wanted to know about 
foe expected return.** Mr. van Wijk, 
said. “In thatrespect, young investors 
are no different from their mothers 
and fathers.** - 

.. “-The investors will be able to see 
how news about CEntoo or Yeltsin or 
the bad weather fits into foe perfor- 
mance of their portfolio," said Fa- 
biana van tier Heiden, foe project 
manager... 

- : Financial skills are becoming ever 
more important as investing grows in 
popularity. Together with low Dutch 
interest rates, which have wiped out 
high-return alternatives, this forms an 
Ideal background for this “Learning 
by Earning" idea, Mr. Robeco says. 

Hans de Kterk, Robeco’ s commu- 
nications director, added, * ’Nowadays, 
yon have to start takfog care of your 
financial foture much earlier. We need 
to learn about investing, and school- 
age isa good time to start" . 


eenagers 


-Educating foe investors is foe main 
aim, although Robeco. of course, is 
aiming to make a profit. “We’re not 
doing, this purely tor altruistic rea- 
sons.” Mr. de Kierk said. 

Mr. Van Wijk added: “The aim is 
to develop a relationship with people 
in their teens so we can educate them 
about investments. We’re not aiming 
for the jackpot with this fund. We're 
willing to take a long-term ap- 
proach.” 

Robeco chose around 400 world- 
wide stocks that were likely to appeal 
to young people, basing its selection 
on' whether young people used foe 
firm’s products or services. 

Other nonfinancial criteria for in- 
clusion were popular advertising 
campaigns and stocks associated with 
family activities and future dreams. 

From this pooL Robeco selected 
around 60 stocks, including Coca- 
Cola. Microsoft. Intel and Aegon, a 
Dutch insurer, based on normal risk- 
return criteria. 

A share in the YoungDynamic fond 
cost 25 guilders during the Nov. 7 to 
Nov. 27 subscription period and was 
floated on the Amsterdam bourse on 
Monday. 

Robeco will charge an annual man- 
agement fee of 0.8 percent. 


index, for Mocks that are getting 
blown up to unsustainable heights.” 
said Bon Finch, a fund manager at 
Aelius Investment Management. 

Others argue that their exclusion 
has cost index investors money. Had 
America Online been added to the 
S&P 500 at die end of 1997, the in- 
dex’s performance would have im- 
proved by about half a percentage 
point, according to Leo Guzman, pres- 
ident of Guzman & Co., a Miami- 
based brokerage that trades stocks for 
investors, who want to match the in- 
dex’s performance. The estimate is 
rough, he said, because it is impossible 
to say which company would have 
been deleted to make room for AOL. 

This is not the first time Standard & 
Poor's has been slow io admit a hot 
technologv stock to the index. Mi- 
crosoft. now foe most highly valued 
company in foe S&P 500. was not 
added until June 1994. eight years 
after ii went public, though it made 
money every year. 

America Online's earnings have 
been erratic, said Diane Garnick. a 
Merrill Lynch & Co. derivatives 
strategist. AOL earned S29.S million 
in 1996 and then lost S499 million in 
1997. Yet with foe agreement lasr 
week to buy Netscape Communica- 
tions Corp.. and revenue from a sep- 
arate licensing agreement with Sun 
Microsystems Inc.. AOL'.s profits may 
become more stable. Ms. Gamick said. 
“With Sun in foe picture. AOL stands 
a much better chance." she said. "It 
will help smooth out their earnings.” 

Many money managers distinguish 
between more established Internet 
companies such as AOL and upstarts 
such as EarthWeb Inc., a provider of 
technical information for Web site 
designers, and theglobe.com Inc., 
which allows users” to create free 
home pages. The companies, which 
are not yet profitable, went public in 
recent months and have seen their 
shares multiply several times over. 

Money managers and brokers say 
AOL and other Internet stocks will be 
added to the S&P 500 eventually, as 
the companies prove themselves a 
permanent fixture in foe global mar- 
ketplace. “There's no doubt the In- 
ternet is a growing part of economic 
livirv.” Mr. ~ 


activity. 


Guzman said. 
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ASIA/PACIFIC 


Japan Firms With Kia Belted In, Hyundai Shifts Gears 



nan joint 

Chip Venture 


“y Stephanie Strorn 

- 11 *' ,f i Tann> Sen irr 

TOKYO — Raising the 
Ntakra in ihe race to develop the 
next generation of computer 
chips, Toshiba Coro, 
and Fujitsu Ltd. formed an m- 
novanve joint venture Thurs- 
u.ty that should allow both 
companies to reduce costs and 
development lime. ■ 

“We aim to have one plus 
one equal three/' KazuSari 
Shirai, senior vice president of 
Fujitsu, said. 

The two companies will in- 
vest more than 30 billion yen 
t *246.5 million} to jointly de- 
velop technology to manufac- 
ture new memory chips with 


- cimrtht *». t •* sup h**, Du,** I*. 

SEOUL Hyundai Group, the 
largest conglomerate in South Ko- 
rea, said Thursday that it planned a 
big realignment of its business 
groups as it absorbs the purchase of 
Kia Motors' Corp. and responds to a 
government challenge ta become 
more efficient 

Under the restructuring. Hyundai 
said, it would merge several related 
units and organize- itself into five 
groups focusing on automotive, 
electronics! construction, financial 
services and. heavy machinery and 
chemical businesses. 

. The company also f announced 
leadership changes aimed at smooth- 
ing the adoption of Kia. Chung Mong 
Koo, the son of Hyundai's founder, 
Chung Ju Yung, will become head of 
Hyundai Motor Co., replacing his 
cousin, Mong Gyu. who was named 
vice chairman of the car unit 

The move, which establishes the 


60-year-old Mr. Chung as the clear, 
successor to his S3 -year-old father 
as head of the conglomerate, also 
underscores the importance Hy- 
undai places on its new flagship 
business. The company will pro- 
duce 2.83 million vehicles a year, 
more than 50 percent more than ir 
did before. 

. “The announcement is aimed at 
paving the .way for the smooth suc- 
cession of power from the founder/ * 
said Park Kyung Min, chief .invest- 
ment officer ar Asset Korea Capital 
Management Co. "It is a long- 
awaited move to prepare for die 
post-Chung Ju Yung era. ” 

The company said Hyundai 
would keep the Kia brand name but 
would merge Kia's trock-builSing 
unit. Asia Motors, with Kia itself. 
The changes come two days after 
Hyundai sealed its 1 .18 trill ion. won 
($953 million) contract to buy Kia. 

In a further move to consolidate 


automotive manufacturing and 
sales. Hyundai Motor wiir absorb 
Hyundai Motor Service Co., an auto 
. sales and servicing company, and 
the auto business of Hyundai Pre- 
cision Industry Co., which makes 
utility vehicles and vans as well as 
. industrial machinery, rolling stocks 
and military equipment. 

Hyundai Motor Service will also 
transfer its heavy machinery and 
construction equipment sales busi- 


construction equipment sales busi- 
ness to Hyundai Heavy Industries. 


Hyundai Group's shipbuilding and 
heavy machinery unit. 

The company is keen to demon- 
strate to rhe government that it is 
restructuring its businesses. The 
conglomerates owe creditors a com- 
bined 160 trillion won and are 
blamed by the government for 
destabilizing the economy with a 
rapid, debt-fueled expansion that 
they are now reluctant to scale 
back. (Bridge iXevcs, Blottmhergl 


■ Hanbo Units Put Up for Sale 

After failing ihree times to find a 
buyer for Hanbo Steel Industry Co., 
creditors said they were willing to 
sell off the bankrupt steelmaker 
piece by piece if necessary. The As- 
sociated Press reported from Seoul. 

“We've decided to open our 
doors to all kinds of offers” in a new 
auction tentatively set for Dec. 15. 
said Chung Ki Hyun. a spokesman 
for Korea First Bank. Hanbo's chief 
creditor. Bidders can seek to buy 
facilities only. Mr. Chung said, or 
the entire company. 

Local news organizations, quot- 
ing unidentified sources, said steel- 
makers from the United States. 
China. Taiwan, Indio. Brazil and the 
Netherlands had shown interest. 

Three previous auctions last year 
failed because potential buyers 
wanted to take over only certain 
facilities, not the whole company. 
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greater storage capacity. 

They expect the new tech- 
nology to be incorporated in 
niatiufaciuring micropro- 
cessors and other types of com- 
puter chips whose functions go 
beyond^ those of a “plain 
vanilla”" memory chip. The 
companies said diversification 
beyond personal computers 
was “essential /'given the high 
costs of development. . 

The agreement immediately 
spurred ^peeulationthaithe two 
companies might be discussing 
a merger, a suggestion neither 
company dismissed ■ out of 
hand. Toshiba is making dra- 
matic moves, by Japanese stan- 
dard^ to restructure its bloated 
business empire, including 
some small mergers, and 
Fujitsu realigned its business a 
few years ago and is now the 
roost profitable or the Japanese 
lugh-iech companies. 

Koichi Suzuki, the vice pres- 
ident in charge of Toshiba's 
semiconductor group, said there 
were no plans for more exten- 
sive ties now but referred to the 
biutally intense competition 
that has eroded and in some 
vaxjs erased profit margins. 

“The term 'mega-competi- 
tion* has been used quite often 
iCLcnlly/* he said. If such 
factor* prompt it he said, “we 
will consider” a merger. He 
vml International Business Ma- 
chines Corp. and Siemens AG 
had been invited to join the . 
'project but had declined. 


Hong Kong 
Moves to Help 
Home-Buying 


In Lhir Stuff Ftctnl>i<futrlti\ 

HONG KONG — The govern- 
ment -approved a plan Thursday to 
guarantee a portion of bank lending 
for residential mortgages in an effort 
to stimulate the property market. 

The plan came as the government 
announced that apartment sales rose 
95.9 percent in November from Oc- 
tober as falling interest rates and 
reduced prices hired buyers. 

Though sales were still 1.9 per? 
cent lower than in November 1997. 
the gain from the October level in- 
dicated that the worst may be over 
for the battered property market 
The buying was stimulated by a 
decline of about 55 percent in home 
prices for the 13 months through 
October. The loan guarantees could 
provide a farther lift. 

Under the program, banks will be 
allowed to lend as much as 85 per- 
cent of a property's value, compared 
with 70 percent previously. The oth- 
er 15 percent would be guaranteed 
by Hong Kong Mortgage Corp. for a 
fee. to die lending bank. The cor- 
poration. a government-sponsored 
concern, will take out mongage in- 
surance of equal value. .. 

/ “Hopefully the scheme will he 
effective by spring next year/* said 
Donald Tsaag. die, financial sccre- 



Malaysia Tells 
Property Firms 
To Cut Prices 


Ktrala Lumpur Composite 521.76 526.75 -0-95 

Ba ngkok SET ~ 33 7.86^ "343.12 ■ ~ : L53 

Seoul Composite index 448.11 446.35 ’ 40-30 

TiSpaf StodTMarfcet mdex*7,"l40.lT ~7| iS7,22' -0-24 
Manila PSE ’ 1,807.03 1,880.00 -4.19 

Jakarta Composite Index 393.80 396.96 -0S0 

Wemngton~ NZS&40 1,903 j 64 t.631.50 -1.44 

Bombay ^n^tiveJndex ^304.45 -2,St6,59 -0.43 


Source: Tetekurs 
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Very briefly: 


Hung I huh *%am. \pu:Frak; H«-.< 

NEW SHIPMENT — Migrant workers preparing to transport 
boxes of fruit in Hanoi. Vietnam's jobless rate is estimated at 7 
percent, compared with 5.88 percent in 1996, and nearly one- 
third of rural laborers were jobless during part of the year. 


tary. “Home-buyers, banks, the 
HKMC and ihe insurance industry 


can all benefit,” he said, referring to 
Hong Kong Mortgage Corp. 

Analysts said the plan would lift 
the property market more than it 
would help banks. “It's definitely 
good news for the property mar- 
ket.” said Philip Niem. regional 
banking analyst at HSBC Securities 
Asia, “ft wifi bring more Liquidity 
into the market/* 

But the plan could increase credit 
risk in the longer term, analysts said. 
“The risk is higher because of the 
higher repayments and because of 


the risk people could walk away 
from the loans because of the lower 
deposit.” said Raymond Lee. head 
of regional banking analysis at Sa- 
lomon Smith Barney. 

Hong Kong banks cut their 
benchmark lending rates to 9.5 per- 
cent in mid-October from 9.75 per- 
cent. helping to lift property sales. 

The value of transactions in 
November was 87.3 percent higher 
than in October but 36 percent lower 
than in November 1997. 

t Bridge Sews. Bloomberg) 


Blvvmhfrt iVfni 

KUALA LUMPUR — Malaysia 
plans to require property companies 
to cut prices and ease credit for one 
month to help developers unload as 
much as 4 billion ringgit (S 1 .05 bil- 
lion) of unsold holdings, a property 
association said Thursday. 

As part of the campaign, which 
starts Dec. 12, property companies 
will give price discounts of at least 
10 percent on each home unit, the 
association said. Some property 
companies may offer higher dis- 
counts. The discounts would be in 
addition to the roughly 30 percent 
decline in market prices over the 
past year. 

Banks and property companies 
have been “willingly arm-twisted 
by the government to slash property 
prices.” said Tan Teng Boon, vice 
president of the Housing De- 
velopers Association. 

Under the plan, banks will lend as 
much as 95 percent of a property's 
value. Only houses costing less than 
250.000 ringgit qualify for such 
loans. In addition, home-buyers will 
not have to pay processing fees, and 
legal fees will be lowered. 

Malaysia also plans io ease re- 
strictions on foreigners buying 
Malaysian property, said Eddy 
Chen’ president of the Housing De- 
velopers Association. 


• Honda Motor Co. will increase production of irs Life 
minicar by around 30 percent in December and January tc 
cope with increasing demand. 

• Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corp., a unit of HSBC 
Holdings PLC, imposed a pay freeze on 13.000 employees 
because of the regional economic downturn. Expatriate and 
upper-echelon bank employees, who are on a different pay- 
plan, will learn in April whether their salaries are affected by 
the freeze. 


• RHB Bank Bhd. and Sime Bank Bhd. had their credit 
ratings cut to Ba2 from Bal by Moody’s Investors Service Inc. 
amidconcem about the country's deepening recession, its fust 
in 13 years. The credit-rating concern also cited what it called 
RHB's “excessively” rapid expansion by acquisition. 

• India's exports fell 1 1.6 percent in October from a year 
earlier, to $2.59 billion, amid tougher competition from other 
Asian countries. Compared with the previous month, exports 
declined 5.8 percent. 

• Indonesia will speed the recapitalization of its banking 
industry and pass laws to allow complete foreign ownership 
and cud? banking secrecy, Sjahril Sabirin. the governor of the 
central bank. said. The central bank, which is nominally 
independent, also will take over the licensing of banks from 
the Ministry of Finance, weakening the link between politics 
and finance, he said. 


• Perusahaan Otomobil National Bhd. posted a firsr-half 
loss of 122.9 million ringgit (S32.3 million) as the currency 
fell and consumers bought fewer new cars when Malaysia fell 
into a recession. Pnxon. as the carmaker is known, had a profit 
of 415.3 million ringgit a year earlier. 

• Marubeni Corp. will cm its assets by 1 trillion yen tSS.22 
billion) by March 2001 because of the severe economic 
environment in Japan and abroad, the Nihon Keizai Shimbun 
reported. At the end of September. Marubeni had assets of 
7.39 trillion yen. the newspaper said. 

• Kirin Brewery Co. will introduce a reduced-calorie beer to 
counter sliding sales of its main product. AFP.Bh*»nivnt. Reuters 
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On-Line, Away From 
The Madding Crowd 


space, hint ingjhr gifts on the Internet streamlines holiday shopping, 

weighs 


cs. it's that lime of 
year again. Decora- 
tions must be put up. 
holiday meals ptanneJ and 
ifts purchased lor everyone 
rom Grcui-auni Tiffie to 
our second cousin twiee-re- 
inoved. Feeling exhausted 
• (ready? Dreading the traffic 
lams, the crowds at the mall, 
he contusion and inde- 
ntion? Not to worry. The 
ntemet is here. 

Holiday shopping can now 
>e done in the comfort of the 
varm. colorful "low of a 
^tome-computer screen. On- 
l^ine shopping services are 




5-9 proliferating, and consumers 
10-19 i irc becoming more and more 
I | . iccustomed to the idea of 


At 

□ vping in their credit-card 
C* lumbers and having their 
^ Purchases shipped directly lo 
Paynje Iteir homes or to the gift’s 
A 11 ma, vcipienL 

Please* ) n ]oU7. they spent S2.4 
million on goods and services 
Ca ™Nun:hascd through foe Inter- 
op- -ict. according to Forrester 
Research Inc. of Cambridge. 
AJJ^VIass. Computer products 

iccounted tor the lion’s share 

Ciiy/C it 35 percent, vv ith trjv cl tak- 
Ctfunumg 2f> percent, books and 
Comprousie 7 percent, gifts and 
flowers h percent and other 
products and scrv ices 26 per- 
cent. Forrester forecasts 
jveraff consumer on-line 
spending to increase almost 
14-fold over the next five 
years, from $7.8 billion in 
W8 to Si 08 billion in 
2003. 

| There arc drawbacks to 

Web shopping, of course. It’s 

Adv 


hard to judge the quality of a 
product from a small on- 
screen photo, and there is no 
sensory information about its 
feel or smell. But if you know 
what you want, what could 
be easier? On-line >hopping 
is a boon for those w ho don't 
ftav e time to shop during or- 
dinary store hours, who hate 
crowds or shopping itself, 
and for the house bound. 

Is it safe? 

The major i mped iment to on- 
line shopping is consumers' 
four of typing their credit- 
card number onto the Web, 
Who knows who might get 
hold of and misuse it? But tor 
veara people have been read- 
ing their credit-card numbers 
over phone lines and faxing 
or mailing them to hotels or 
mail-order houses, where 
there must be just as much 
room . for abuse, without 
thinking twice. 

Most on-line shopping 
scrv ices guarantee credit- 
card safety. Companies like 
Amazon.com, the on-line 
bookseller, guarantee that 


t 
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you pay nothing if unauthor- 
ized charges are made to your 
card as a result of shopping 
their site. Most use secure 
server software that encrypts 
personal information. Shop- 
pers w ho still cannot bear to 
send their number over the 
Web can phone it in once 
their on-line choice is made. 

Delivery times and costs, 
of course, depend on where 
in the world you are sh ipping 
to in relation to the v endor. 

For those who don’t know 
w here to begin, many search 
engines like Yahoo (shop- 
guidc.yahoo.com l and Ex- 
cite (excite.netseapc.com 
shopping;, sites like the 
America OnLtne home page 
( www.aol.eoni » or shopping 
sites like Luvury Online 
( vvvvw. luxury -on line, co ml or 
Giftsd 1 1 .com t \wv w .gi its 
91I.com) provide shopping 
themselves or portals to a 
wide variety- of on-line shop- 
ping sites selling everything 
imaginable, from clothing, 
games and groceries to sports 
ears. 

Heidi Ellison 


This year, let your fingers (to ttie shopping. Fiarn the cbssic to the 
exotic, nmston^ret^emc^on&r^shxtitand^at^io 
Oedyorwcxkiwk^F^re^ncd\drh^skyo^oppinc^seie<^ 
focatkxis^tfwMxicfscdies offer cne^opshoppiigf6r' , fhehoSdays. 


A London 

Treasure Trove 


Shopping is at me. top of the agenda fbr many 
of the. 1.9. million visitors expected in London 
' this] December; ?nd the 'department stores 
-t arid- Boutiques.- in Knigfrtsbridge are already 
. ..gntterirfg with festive seasonal displays. The 
■■ wmddws at Harrpds, the. world renowned 
.emporium , are-featuringa celestial theme 
; this year* with cherubs arid ^rigeis, to com- 
plement the Christmas illuminations that are 
visible. from mfO^emodrife; midnight. along 
Brampton Road and Sioane Street. 

Those seeking the perfect 0ft have a vast 
. range to chose from at Harrods. This year, the 
store expects to sell morejhan 60,000 of its 
Christmas bears, but the store’s famed food 
hampers are also very popular. For £.100 
($166), you can buy a wicker basket filled 
with Christmas pudding, mincemeat and con- 
serves, as well as chocolate biscuits, nuts, 

. creme^temerrthe fudge, cranberry sauce 
. and chutney. Paul Smith's at Harrods is of- 
fering a belt-clip. penknife for men with a 
contemporary enameled design and logo for 
£29.95. . 

Seven doors away, Mappin & Webb at No. 
65 Brampton Road has a sterling silver tea 
set and tray from its. Millennium Exhibition, 
priced at £3,800, as Well as -jewelry and 
watdies. 

Alternatively, choose from 1 a selection of 
necklaces, bracelets, earrings and brooches 
at Ciro Pearfs. No. 61a. 



■ the Cashmere Shop at 88. Brampton 
Road, or at 4a Sioane Street both a short 
walk from Harrods, offers mufflers, shawls 
and "sweaters for bottvmen and women, trifle 
CbnnoHy’5 on Grosvenor Crescent Mews, just 
off Hyde Park Comer, has a pair of luxurious 
cashmere-lined leather driving .gjwes for 
men, priced at £170. 

Bonham's auction house on Montpelier 
Street — 2 minutes from Harrods — is fea- 
turing fairs and sates of festflve .gifts in 
December. More than 20 antique- doU 
houses, together with a selection of rrini- 
ature furnishings, is being sold on Dec; 9 at 
prices ranging from £80 to £15,000; On Dec. 
17. toys and dolls will be highlighted, in- 
cluding a huge selection of teddy bearstand 
miniature trains. At Christie's South Ken- 
sington, highly detailed models of Britain's 
Knights of Agfncourt, designed inthe 1950s, 
are expected to fetch £200 to £300 at fts 
sale of Toy Soldiers and Figures on Dec. 3. 

Pamela Ann smith 


From the Home Page to Your Home Sweet Home 

Amateur decorators looking for gifts can find everything for the home — including the home itself— on-line. 

s 


ay you’ve just won a 
million dollars in the 
lottery. 1 Naturally, 
you’ll want to offer a smash- 
ing holiday gift to a loved 
one. namely a folly famished 
nevv home. Don’t itet up. Just 
tiirn on your computer and do 
all your shopping on-line. 

Sou won’t need to leave 


the Bombay Company’s 
(www.bombayco.com) sell 
all kinds offomitu re on-line. 
Bombay specializes in tra- 
ditional .home: furhishings, 
; and you can have: a Hep- 
plewhitc .four-poster^ king- 
sized bed!, for exafnple. in 
mahogany-finished \ . hard- 
wood with slendet fluted 




home to buy a home. One of post, finials and removable 
the many on-line real estate canopy for $699. The site 

'efccic 


brokers is Coldwelli Banker 
I vv ww.coldwellbanker.com). 
which lists 1 90.000 proper- 
ties in the United States and 
abroad according to size, 
price and type. Furniture? 
No problem. Service*. like 



also provides a selection of 
more modest gifts ‘for the 
home, such as scented 
candles, ornaments,] picture 
frames and potpoufirt. ! 

The American . Antique 
Furniture Market (wwwam- 
erantilim.com ) has an‘on-line 
catalogue of ‘American fur- 
niture dating tram the J 840s 
to the 1940s in Viptorian, 
Easflake. Tum-of-the-Centu- 
ry. Mission. Arts & ! Crafts, 
Depression and 1940s Clas- 
most of 



the Bombay Company's 
Web sfle offersvirtual shopping fri3A). 


from the Whitney Museum 
of American Art the Corcor- 
an Art Gallery; die American 
Craft Museum and many 
others are available at the 
MuseuraShop (wuxvjnu- 
seumshop.com). . 

On the practical side. Kit- 
chen Emporium (www.kit- 
chenemporium.com) is a cy- 
bexstorc selling everything 
from appliances to bakeware, 
cookware, tableware, cutlery 
and utensils. .* 

Another service. World 
Wide Kitchens _ (wwkit- 
chens.com) specializes in 
professional and home kit- 
chen supplies. . including 
items like a commercial ex- 
pressdfcappuccmo machines 
and maple butcher’s blocks. 

NoTutehenis' compile 
without T iipperware. bur you 
won’t have to wait tb .be in- 
vited io a Ttg)per>vare party to 
equip foejutchenwifo foe fa- 
mous ^ burping plastic ware. 


sic Revival styles, 
which’ has been restored as 

closely as possible to its orig- designs and colors: You can . up. AitQuest (wwyy.artquest . Just visit Shop. Tin U Drop’s 
inal condition. Antiques from choose, from foe samples pic- : com) is an on-line' jgall«y of s ite (www.shc^II udrop.com-' 
the other side of the Atlantic lured, provide the measure- : paintings, sculptures and home/kitchcn/storage-conp 
dating from the 1850s to the ments and have your dfapeis prints. This welf-designed tamfaipyto order. 

1950s can be had frofo' Brit- made, or you can simply or- siteallowsyou todick on the / Moving outside, you. can 
annia Antiques {vfww.is- der the fabric of your choice. . image of the work: that. in- order' everything for 'the 

All the necessary infofma- terests you and blow it up for 
tion on fabric makeup, weave : better viewing. Complete in- 
and care is provided, but I formation, including artist 
there is one slight catch 7- title, size, technique, support, 
the site is in French only. . .material and ... colon is 
Every home needs some provided. * 
original artwork to brighten it Museum reproductions for the season. 


group jiet/britajnma). 

If you’re looking for soft 
furnishings. Deco-Qn-Line 
( www2.promofrance.com/ 
decosysteroe) offers a stock 
of 450 French fabrics for in- 
terior decoration in beautiful 


garden from . Gardenfcom 
(www.gari3en.com). In addi- 
tion to plants. floWering 
bulbs and gardening ; tools.' 
the site also proposes fresh 
wreaths and Christmas trees 


H.E. 


on 

a 
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Protocole 


Exceptional character. 


JOAILLIER EN HORLOGER1E OEPUIS 1874 


Witfi a j?>il hratcid a- fcaber snap, fjtiDoch^ in 18 cam 
ydbw jokUtar Pnonle «oidi ismoiljWcwiiba 

mechanical it dedicate manmcBL This » im »t ■ 
ctradoti ntnainj one of Piagel's gnsaicsi classics. 


PiageT 


PIAGET Boutiques : Geneva - Paris - Monaco - Barcelona * London - New York - Hong Kong - Singapore - Kuala Lumpur - Mumbai 

and at the best jewellers throughout the world 


Fresh Out of Ideas? The Web Can Help 

A selection of gift ideas, from the tried-and-trueto the eccentric 

W hat can you give to foe people on your list who already have two 
of eveiything? The Internet offers a wide range of choices. 

Almost everyone loves a good book, and the number of on-line 
bookstores is growing by leaps and bounds. A vast selection ofbooks is on- ■ 
line at BamesandNoble.com (www.bamesandnoble.com), BonJens.com 
(www.borders.com) or Amazon.com (wwwjanazon.com), which also - 
offers one-stop holiday shopping at its new gift store carrying eveiything 
fixjni toys to videos. Amazon is on-line in Britain (www.amazon.co.iik) and 
in Germany (www.amazon.de), while francophiles can order French books 
from foe FNAC (www.ftiac.fr) or Purer du Nord sites (www.furet.com). 

For, music lovers, both popular and hard-to-find recordings can be'found at . 

Music Boulevard (www.musicblvd.com) or CDNow (www.cdnow.com). 

For such classic gift items as scarves, sweaters, slippers or turtlenecks 
yous can go e-shopping with catalogue merchants like LandsEnd. 

(vvww-. Iandsend.com J. L.L. Bean (www.Kbean.com) or Eddie Bauer 
{www.eddiebaucr.com)'. 

Gifts from the wildside - j 

For tunny and silly gifts (that are occasionally practical as- well) log onto 
ArchWMcPhee& Co.. Outfitters of Popular Culture (www.mcphee.com). 

One category is “nerd essentials,’’ which includes “a : wide selection of 
geek 'supplies such as Computer Voodoo. Nerd Glasses and the Brain 
Juice Pen, plus our exclusive Computer Nerd Test.” % 7 

For the holiday tree or everyday decor, there are pink ; ; 

flamingo and chili pepper string lights. Other , offerings 
include the Fridge Pig. which sits in the refrigerator and'oinks 
loudly whenever foe door is opened 
I ftHe fridge is empty, order a gift lobster from the Lobster 
Net (www.foelobstemetcom). Choose from 3 live Maine 
lobster, lobster tails or a Lobstefoake Gift Package, which 
includes everything needed for a lobster dinner, a cooking 
pot. live lobster, chowder and bibs.. / 

For foe trendy cigar smoker, prefer a Gentleman & a. 

ScholarCigar Chest or a leather humidor’from Nat Sherman 
lwwwnstsherman.com) ora selection of cigars from Com- 
monwealth Cigar Company ( www.comracigar com). ; 

Hanukkah gifts are no problem. The Source for. Ev- 
erything Jewish site (www.jewishsource.com ), carries items 
ranging from music and videos to a teddy-bear menprah for 
kids. 

Kids afe easy, of course. They watch TV and they know 
what they want.. Just ask for the wish list and order on-line. 

For everything foam a Talking Teletubby to an Earl E. Bird,, 

Happy Holidays Barbie 1998. Real Talkin’ Bubba, Walk ’n 
Turk Elrod Blue's Clues Playbdard- Flying Ninja’s Fortress,. 

Celestial linger or Trivial Pursuit Stir Wars Edition, just log 
on to dToys (www.eToys.com) or Toys • ’R' Us 
(svww.toy^tes.com). H.EL 



AnXfeMcPhee & Co. • - 
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divine chocolates, gourmet baskt 
/or successful business sifts 
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'You Can Take It With You 


Portable is . the word in high tech this holiday season. 


... 1 


I f you're searching for the 
honest new gadget to of-" 
fer the teehnophile on 
your list, the choice, of 
products and on-line retailers 
is practically endless, 

One hot hem for those who 
must have the veiy latest tech- 
nology this holiday season is 
the Panasonic DVD-L10. 
called the “Palm Theater”' 
because it fits in your hand 
I www.paniasonic.co.jp). 

This portable DVD (digit--. 
cjThvidco discl.with a built-in 
y inch LCD monitor is ca- 
■pable of showing 'wide-- 
screen movies m hitherto im- 
possible high resolution. 


Three different display 
modes, norma), fidl-orzodm, 
also allow the -viewing of or- ; 
dmaty images or ktterixjx 
formats. The Palm Theater 
has about two hours of au- 
tonomy and built-in stereo, 
speakers and comes with a 
rechargeable battery pack, 
allowing you to watch your 
favorite movie almost .any- 
where, anytime, it can also be 
plugged into .a home video 
system. Panasonic has a 
growing line of DVD enter- 
tainment software available 
worldwide for thismodel and 
its other DVD players. 

. : Extra portability also char- 










TosHba ’s sSn\super-SghtM^ Prxtegi 7010 CTcan £f©any*hem 


acterizes one of Toshiba's 
( www.ioshfoa-europe.conv' 
computers) new offerings, 
the Portcge 701 0 CT. a super- 
lightweight (1.85 kilograms) 
ultra-portable computer with 
a sleek designer look. Only 
25 mm thick, with a 12.1 
screen and a standard-sized 
keyboard, it comes with an 
!ntel®i Mobile Pentium® U 
processor 300 MHz and 
Windows 95 arid 98. The 
case is made of super-tough 
magnesium. 

When it comes to desktop 
computers, of course, the 
iMac- (storel.apple.com) is 
all the rage for Macintosh 
fens. Its colorfo], chubby 
design came first, arid the 
technicians had to fit the re- 
quired elements inside it in- 
cluding a PowerPCG3 pro- 
cessor, CD-ROM drive and 
modem. Simple to set up and 
operate, it boasts easy con- 
nection to the Internet, . 

For photo bufft. the new 
Nikon Pronea S Advanced 
Photo System (www.nikon. 
co.jp/phoio-c) single-lens re- 
flex. camera is designed to 
make cricking pictures easy 
: for everyone, including rank 
beginners. This small auro- 
fociis .SLR weighs only 420 
grams. The automatic ftrnc- 



Panasoruc's DVD-L10 Pabn Theater offers portable entertainment 


tion can be overridden to let 
the photographer choose ex- 
posure control: The Ad- 
x'anced Photo System allows 
the changing of film in mid- 
roll. drop-in loading and a 
choice of three types of 
prints: wide-vision. pano- 
ramic or classic. 

Titles can be imprinted on 
the back of the photo, and the 
camera comes with red-eye 
reduction, a built-in TTL 
Speedlight flash and a 3ft- 
60mm zoom lens 

For a wide selection of 
computer products on-line, 


including hardware, soft- 
ware. accessories and sup- 
plies. try CNET Shop- 
per.com ( www. shopper.com ) 
or Eggbead.com (www.egg- 
head.com). 

Auction Sales i wwwauc- 
tion-sales.com) offers new, 
refurbished and closed-out 
computer hardware and soft- 
ware and other high-tech 
products, with the possibility 
of getting a bargain. Custom- 
ers bid on-line and can mon- 
itor the progress of the bid- 
ding. 

H.E. 


Eclectic Offerings 

Paris shoccers who want to stay out of the 
cold this season might consider doing their 
holiday shopping in one of the city's few 
indoor shopping centers, the Carrousel du 
Louvre, located in the center of town in the 
underground extension of the Louvre Mu- 
seum. 

Since its opening several years ego, the 
Carrousel du Louvre has added more shops 
— to around 50 — and become more ec- 
lectic. in what was supposed to be a strictly 
upscale shopping center, there is now some- 
thing for everyone, even a boutique selling 
models of the Eiffel Tower and other sou- 
venirs. Its “food court” is just as noisy as the 
original American mall version, with similar 
varieties of fast food on offer. 

The following is a sampling of 
seme of the more interesting 
boutiques. The Virgin Megastore, 
located near the inverted glass 
pyramid that lets in some daylight 
and echoes I.M. Pei's famous 
Louvre Pyramid, offers a wide se- 
lection of discs . books and videos. 

For more unusual gifts, visit Les 
Mineraux. which is more than just 
a rock shop, although it does sell 
minerals and stones, it also has 
30 million year old fish fossils 
from the South of France, carved- 
stone figurines, stone eggs and 
handsome jewelry and watches. 

Sign are sells high-quality luxury 
goods, all of them hand-made by 
Senegalese craftspeople. Silverware comes 
with stainless steel blades and handies of 
solid silver, ebony, or ebony and silver. Hand- 
woven table linens and stoles might be ad- 




orned with decorative stitching, embroidery, 
beading, fringe or other trimmings. Winsome 
candleholders take on stylized human forms, 
and there is a line of unusual jewelry made of 
African pearls. 

For kids, the Renault store 
has norvmotorized minvears 
they can ride around in as well as 
a wide selection of miniatures for 
collectors. The Courages store 
is the place to pick up a pair of 
silver space boots and other 
1960s flashbacks. 

Les Comptoirs du Patrimoine 
carries a lovely reproduction of 
wr/ter George Sand's blue-and- 
yellow crystal glassware, and the 
boutique of New York's Metro- 
politan Museum of Art has re- 
productions of Egyptian 
sphinxes and Roman statues. 
Memo Art has designer office 
supplies, with an extensive se- 
lection of fountain pens. Nature 
& Dfecouvertes sells hundreds of gift items. 
ranging from telescopes to hammocks, bird 
feeders, lava lamps, science kits and feng 
shui guides. H.E. 
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Signareshop. 



Off the 
Beaten 
Track in 
New York 


At any time of year, 

New York is tire ul- 
timate shopping 
utopia. As the 
Chnstmas count- 
down begins, 
however, Manhat- 
tan can become a / . • 

. little too mobbed for its own good. When the pushing and . 
^shoving gets out oftiantL top a BrooWyntiourid L frairi and 
* jump off at the fiedforcT Avenue stop. Coming put into the 
Jight, you'll find yourself in this heart of Wfffiamsburg, home; 
to an eclectic .motors' of Prilfe. Puerto Ricans ato~muftk ; 
pierced ex-Manhattanites of the artistic persuasion. \ 

Avant-garde gRts ; • . ~ 

Many claim that “Billybufg” ; is the. 1990s equivalent of 
SoHo in its early avantgarde years. Proof of its burgeoning 
hipness is seen in the number of cool caffe, sushi barsand 
“Yuppie Go Home’.' slogans discreetly graffitled along bee- 
lined, redbricked Bedford AVenuel; 

further proof is .in the array pf Idiosyncratic and offbeat 
(not to mention inexpensive) gifts that one can unearth in. 
oniy a few short Wocks. 

Only a few feet from the mouth of the Bedford subway exit 
is Max + Roebiing (189 Bedford Avenue), which belongs to 
two aelf-prodaimed - stray cats from Brooklyn." The uh- 
, neretatedly chic but cutting-edge- women 's clothing, jewelry 
'^Mnd accessories sold here are forthe most part dreamed up 
| TOy Brooklyn designers. 

Women will crack for plush velvet scarves ($56), un- 
usually shaped black handbags decorated with beads or 
sequins ($30-$4G) and delicate grasshopper and dragonfly 
hairbands ($18). 

Gift-worthy exotica . . . _ 

A few doors down is Matamoros Puebla Grocery (193 
Bedford Avenue), whose immense window is festively 
crammed with Mexicana ranging from hanging chili peppers 
to gaily paintedeerarme piggy banks. Inside, foodstuff such 
as cactus leaves, bags of fried pork rinds, and fudge-like 
oulce de teefte share shelf space with less edible exotica. 
Decidedly gift-worthy are giant sequirvembroidered vejvet 
sombreros ($35). chocolate Day of the Dead heads ($15), 
and the mucho kitsch miniature model Mexican saloons 
< $ 30 ), which come complete with tiny tequila botties. a 
e barman and ever a tropically pastel toilet • 
j i »tgpflga (214 Bedford Avenue) is another favonte 
Billfburg haunt. This secondhand store has a ^ sl31 ^ 
rotating stock of clothes and furniture ranging from purely 
functional to downright whimsical. . * 

Recent finds included a maple recc^ c^btnet (|eO) f a . 
festive set of snowball glasses ($4 each) and a High Hills 
Dav Camo T-shirt ($5)- And for the perfect accompaniment. 
dS^from one of the many delightfully cheesy Hallmark- 

esque cards from years gone by; Michae < Sommers 



In the Laptop of Luxury 


The ultimate in htxun-. giving is at your fingertips. 



T- hat is . luxury? 
Something you 
want it because it 
makes you fee! good or look 
good, or because its high 
quality arid timeless design 
mean that it will last a Jong 
time and always be in style. 

• Designer clothing fits all 
of these criteria; except per- 
haps the last one (a- vintage 
Thienry Mugler bright- 
orange Jake fur shag coat, for 
example, has fulfilled its use- 
ful life). Women who obsess- ; 
ivety search for designer la- 
bels in overstock or vintage 
clothing stores Would love a 
gift from Piece Unique 
(www.pieceunique.com), ' 
which carries new arid vin- 
tage garments and accessor- 
ies by the. likes of Armani, 
Chanel, Donna Karan. Ver- 
sace, Gucci, Hermes, Issey 
Miyake, Yohji Yamamoto, 
Gaultier and so on. 

A tailor-made suit doesn’t 
have to be a luxury. The Web 
offers a handy alternative to 
Saviie Row, and Hong Kong 
tailors. Thailand-based 
Country Road Fashions 
{ www.coimtryroadfeshiorfs. 
com) makes classic men's 
and women's clothing to or- 
der. You send in the meas- 
urements, following the di- 
rections on the site, and 
choose from a limited selec- 
tion of styles, fabrics and col- 
ors. A man's two-piece 
cashmere- woo! suit with 
fully lined jacket and half- 
lined pants, for example, 
costs only $1 60, shipping in- 
cluded. 


For trendier types who 
wouldn't be caught dead in a 
classic suit, check out 
A.P.C.'s site (www.apc.fr). 
With shops in Paris, London, 
.Antwerp. New York City; 
Hong Kong. Tokyo and 
Kobe, this design collective 
specializes in well-made, 
minimalist clothing that is 
the latest word with inter- 
national feshion victims. 

Perfume may he the ul- 
timate luxury and is always a 
highly appreciated gift. 

Fragrance Counter (www. 
fragrancecounter.com) has 
an extensive selection of 
women's perfumes, from 
Acqua di Gio by Giorgio Ar- 
mani to Yellow Jeans by Ver- 
sace. as well as men's fra- 
grances. 

Few men wear hats these 
days other than wool caps or 
those silly-looking ear-flap 
numbers that became pop- 
ular a few years ago, and it’s a 
shame. Nothing looks cooler 
than a man in a fedora hat 
who knows how to wear H 
with nonchalance. To choose 
the style that's right for the 
man on your list, go to Worth 
& Worth’s Web site 
(www.hatshop.com). which 
carries everything from caps 
to fedoras. Panamas, fur hats, 
berets and homburas. 

Wine is a luxury for some, 
but for others life would not 
be worth living without it. 
Lovers of California wines 
might appreciate a gift sub- 
scription to the California 
Wine Club (www.caw- 
ineclub.com), which in- 


cludes two different bottles 
each month and a newsletter. 
For Continental tastes, the 
French Wine Collection 
(www.frenchwinc.co.uk) or 
the French Wine Web 
( www.french-wine-web. 
com) deliver fine French 
wines worldwide. 

Children need a taste of 
luxury now and then. too. 
Yesteryear Toys (www.yes- 
teryeartoys.com) sells model 
toy steam engines made by 
Mam otl Wilesco, Cheddar, 
Krick and John Burrell. These 
are certain to last longer than 
the latest action toy. 

Crtme de la creme 
Many top luxuty companies 
do not sell their most precious 
and unique products on-line, 
so shoppers will have to leave 
home to pick up Van Cleef & 
Arpels' delicate Dragonfly 
brooch, worn by Sharon 
Stone at her wedding in Feb- 
ruary. It comes in four mod- 
els; pink sapphires on pink 
gold, yellow sapphires on yel- 
low gold, and mother of pearl 
or diamonds on white gold. 

Piaget is fea raring the el- 
egantly streamlined Miss 
Protocole watch, with its 
sunny yellow band and styl- 
ish Art Nouveau numbers on 
the free. H.E. 


Make vour dreams 

come rrue 


vf: 


raoul et curly 

Open on Sundays December 13 and 20 

AQ major brand perfumes and cosmetics, designer gifts 

Watches Baume ei-Mwrier, EbeJ, Tag Heucr. C. Dior. Broiiling Tissoi. 
Handbags Ungaro, C. Lacroix, Nina Ricci. 

Ties Lanvin. Cerruti... Silk scarves. 

Jewelry Y.S.L, C. Lacroix. Pens Dupont, Moni Blanc. 

2, rue Daurtou . . 

47, avenue de I’Opera 75002 PARIS 
Tel: 01 47 42 50 10 - M6tro Opdra 
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Van Cleef & Arpels 

RARIS 22. PLACE YEN DOME • CENtVE 31. RL T E DC RHONE 
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WORLD SHOPPING 



AST: 

THE HERAU) ANGELS 





The Andipa Gallery 

Tel: (M 171) 589 2371 or dek box 

Angels 15th to 19th century 
Old Master Paintings. Drawings, 
Carvings, Engravings fit lews 

£35,000 - £250 
email: art@andipa.coin 


For more 
information 
on 

World Shopping 

please contact 
Heidi Melbourne 
on 

+44 171 420 0329 

or fax 

+44 171420 0338 


Hfralb^Srtbunr. 
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ij.O Saviie Row 

Quality tailor-made 
shirts and suits 

40 Saviie Row London W1X 1AG 
Tel: 0171 2S7 b740 Fax: 0171 1S7 3660 

www.4llsavilerow.co.uk 
mtm 5; 4 Os avi to l o re co.u k 

Opening hours: 

10.00-19,00 Mou-Tri 
in.OCMS.00 Sat 


EXIMIOUS 

Presents tor all L\-cwii<n» 



Ring tor a free catalogue 
or visit our London Shop au 
10 West Halkm SL 
London SW1X 6JL 
Ten 0171 235 7828 
Fax: 0171 259 5542 


HACKETT 

LONDON 



ESSENTIAL BRITISH KIT 
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What the best i 
dressed wails J 
are wearing % 
this season % 


limited Editions 
Framing 
Signed Prims 


Fora &eecaafogue 

(+44 181 ) 1995 



Elegant Glowing 
Glass Candles 


And 

Timeless gifts 
for the Millennium 
From If Only. Limited 

Freephone 0800 652 6560 
T0L<44-7 758)760600 
FOX: (44-7070) B00780 
Qkmmfon. Rhotiihwaim. Pwrflwu. 
Gwynedd. LL53 8LF UK 
wvw.n)enMffonx04iMton)y 
EmaB davidStfoniyltliienton xo.uk 



A WIDE RANGE 
OF LADIES+ 

GENTLEMENS COUNTRY 
AND WEEKEND 
CLOTHING 



TEL* 01 71 259 94 94 
FAX: 01 71 259 94 44 
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Rovers Pick Kidd 


SOCCER Brian Kidd left 
Manchester United for struggling 
Blackburn Rovers on Thursday. 

Kidd took over as manager at 
Blackburn, the Premier League 
champion in 1995. which is now 

last in the division. Kidd was the 
assistant to Alex Ferguson at 
Manchester United for seven 
years. 

Roy Hodgson, the former Inter 
Milan and Swiss national team 
coach, was fired by Blackburn after 
it lost to Southampton last 
month. (AFP) 


Masseur Accuses Virenque 


cycling Richard Virenque, one 
of the Fesfina riders thrown off the 
Tour de France, took as many as 
100 injections of the banned drug 
EPO every year, according to Willy 
VoeL the team's former masseur. 

Virenque. 28, has denied taking 
banned substances. 

But VoeL in an interview pub- 
lished in the newspaper France- 
Soir on Thursday, accused both 
Virenque and teammate Pascal 
Herve. who has also denied drug 
taking, of being liars, 

“These two were the biggest 
consumers. They received at least 
90 to 100 injections of EPO a 
year.” said Voer, who was arrested 
before the Tour. (AFP i 


Price Takes Early Lead 


golf Nick Price shot a 5-under- 
par 67 Thursday to take a two- 
stroke lead over Mark O'Meara. 
Justin Leonard and Bernhard 
Longer in the first round of the 
Million Dollar Challenge in Sun 
City, South Africa. Price, the de- 
fending champion, finished with 
consecutive birdies in bis six-birdie 
round over the windswept Gary 
Player Country Club course. (API 


Japanese Medalist, 93, Dies 



Olympics Mikio Oda, 93. Ja- 
pan's first Olympic gold medalist, 
died Wednesday in Tokyo. 

Oda won the triple jump in the 
1928 Amsterdam Olympics and set 
a world record three years later. 

He later became a sports writer 
before becoming a professor in the 
athletic department at Waseda Uni- 
versity. (AP) 


Brown Returns to Dallas 


football The Dallas Cowboys 
re-signed Larry Brown, the comer- 
back who was their MVP in the 
Super Bowl three years ago. 

After the Super Bowl, Brown 
signed a SI 2. 5 million, five-year 
deal with Oakland, but was kicked 
off the team in 1997. He signed 
with the Cowboys for $76,000 for 
the remainder of the regular sea- 
son. (AP) 


Oilers’ Goalie 
Just Too Wily 
For Coyotes 


The Asxnridlttl Pms 

Mikhail Shtolertkov made 45 saves as 
the Edmonton Oilers ended the Phoenix 
Coyotes’ 14-game unbeaten streak de- 
spite being outshot, 48-22. 

"Their goaltender came up huge,’ ' a 
Phoenix center. Jeremy Roenick. said of 
Shialenkov after his team lost, 4-3. 
Wednesday. "He's the reason why they 
won the game. Period.” 

Phoenix, the Pacific Division leaders, 
had not lost since Oct. 22 in Dallas. 

“By and large, 1 thought we played a 
whale of a game,' ’ said Jim Schoenfeld, 


NHL Roundup 


the Phoenix coach. “I thought their 
goaltender played a great game. That's 
going to happen with the number of 
good goaltervders in the league." 

Sabres 2, Panthers 1 Dixon Ward 
scored his team-leading 10th goal and 
Dominik Hasek continued his mastery 
at home with 27 saves as Buffalo de- 
feated Florida. 

Hasek has started the last 39 home 
games for the Sabres and has a 23-8-8 
record and a 1.56 goals-against aver- 
age. 

Hurricanes 4, Canadians 1 Ray Shep- 
pard and Keith Primeau scored the key 
goals as Carolina won its fourth 
straight. 

Rangers 3, Islanders 2 Mike Richter, 

the New York Rangers' goalie, stopped 
25 shots as the Rangers won their third 
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World Roundupi 


Davis Cup Final: 


ers 


By Christopher Clarey 

fntcrnjrti mu l HtruU Triban r 


MILAN — The tennis season finally, 
finally comes to an end this weekend, 
but the stars are already on vacation. 
Pete Sampras has achieved his goals for 
the year and is presumably concentrat- 
ing on his golf swing. Marcelo Rios, the 
Chi lean, is also far from northern Italy, 
as is Patrick Rafter, the telegenic 
Queenslander who is resting his chron- 
ically sore knee and dreaming of win- 
ning the Australian Open next month. 

The stage in Milan — a fine city for 
stages — has been left to the lesser 
lights. This is excellent For the Italians 
and Swedes who will face each other 
over the next three days in the Davis 
Cup final, but damaging to the prestige 
of the Davis Cup as it prepares to fete its 
centennial year in 1999. 

It is a venerable, routinely gripping 
event: a warm gust of communalism and 
benign nationalism in the midst of a 
generally cool, capitalistic and every- 

man-and-agent-for-himself climate. 

The Davis Cup has an important role 
to play but role players have been play- 
ing too large a pan of late. 

"It’s a shame that all the best are not 
involved,” said Anders Jarryd. 


Sweden’s assistant captain. *T know it’s 
difficult sometimes for the top guys to 
put it in their schedule, but in the big 
picrure. you gain so much more by 
plaving than by staying away.” 

this year, for the first lime since the 
computer rankings were launched, none 
of the four men chosen to play singles in 
the final is ranked in the top 30. and the 
matches on Friday Andrea Gaudenzi 
versus Magnus Norman and Da vide S an- 
guine m versus Magnus Gustafsson — 
would have no chance of being placed on 
a show court at a Grand Slam event. 

That does not mean they will not be 
close and compelling, or that the at- 
mosphere will not be transcendent. This 
is the first Davis Cup final to be held in 
Italy, and it has struck a chord. All of the 
three-day tickets for the final were sold 
early last month, and as of Thursday, 
only a few hundred single-day tickets 
remained: all in the upper reaches of the 
12,000-seat Filaforum. 

“I think what is going to make this 
veiy special is the crowd,” said Gaud- 
enzi. who with his ranking of 44 is 
Italy's top player. 

The Italians have appeared in six 
Davis Cup finals — all on the road — 
but won only once: in 1976 when they 
beat Chile. 4- 1 . on clay in Santiago with 


Adriano Panatia and Corrado Bar- 
razzum playing singles and Paolo Ber- 
tolucci playing doubles with Panatta. 
All three were at Thursday's draw. Ber- 
tolucci is the Davis Cup captain, having, 
taken over for Panatta. Panatta resigned' 
in a huff last year because of a dis- 
agreement with Paolo Galgani, the 
former Italian Tennis Federation pres- 
ident. Panatta has since been appointed 
national technical director, and Bar- 
razzutti is a television commentator. 

' 1 1 think this is really a very important 
moment for the base of tennis in Italy,” 
Barrazzutti said. “We need to increase 
the number of youngsters playing the. 
sport in this country, because we have a 
lot of older people who play but not so 
many children anymore. Ihope this final ' 
will catch the young people" s fancy.” 

The Italians reached their first final in 
18 years by capitalizing onevems. Their 
first-round opponent India was missing 
its best player, Leander Paes; their 
quarterfinal opponent, Zimbabwe, had 
upset Australia on grass but was no 
threat on day. Their semifinal oppo- 
nent. the United States, could not per- 
suade Sampras or Andre Agassi or Mi- 
chael Chang to play and mistakenly 
chose a slow indoor carpet that suited 
the Italians better than themselves. 


The Italians could have surface trou- 
bles of their own in Milan: the indoor 
clay court they installed at considerable 
expense is quicker than expected, and 
the balls they have chosen, the same 
used at the French Open, are among the 
quickest in use on clay. That should not 
bother Sanguinetti, a quarterfinaiist at 
Wimbledon this year, who is at ease on ' 
faster surfaces, but it could trouble 
Gaudenzi, a classic clay courier. 

Watering the' court could help Gaud- 
enzi 's cause, but French referee Gilbert 
Ysem will surely do his best to keep die 
playing field diy enough to be leveL In 
1995, whea Ysero was the referee at the 
semifinal in Moscow between Russia 
and Germany, the Russians turned on 
the hoses the night before the first 
matches and. Ysem delayed play until 
the court dried. The Russians still won. 

Whether the Italians win depends 
greatly on Gaudenzi. He has not played an 
official match since he finished off the 
Americans in September. On Oct. 1. be 
underwent surgery to alleviate chronic 
pain in his right shoulder, and though. 
Gaudenzi claims to be “ 11 0 percent,' ’ two 
months away from competitive tennis rep- 
resents a potentially destabilizing break. 

“Obviously I’d be happier if I had 
played a lot of tournaments and won 


• many matches, but that’s not the case.” 
. he said. ‘ ‘The only dung lean say is that 

* a Davis Cap match is a different tiring. 
Hopefully with the help of the crowd. 
I’m going to get into . the . match 
quickly.” 

Gaudenzi is hardly facing a sure thing 
in Norman,- who is ranked 524 has little 
Davis Cup experience and has struggled 
indoors. But with Sweden’s top player, 
L7th-ranked Thomas- Johansson. 


ham pered by tendinitis in his knee- and 
its most reliable player, Jonas Bjoric- 
man , ill at ease on clay, - Carl-Axel 
Hageskog. the captain, has taken 
chance on Norman in singles. Bjorknvr - 


will play doubles with Nicklas 

Without Norman there would have* 
been no choice to make. In bis Cup 
debut in April, he beat Karol Kucera on 


UCVUl UI rxpiu, mw . — 

an indoor day court in Bratislava, Slov- 
akia to tie that first-round tie at 2-2. 
Gustafsson then shook off the effects of 
a virus and beat Dominik Hrbaty in the 
final rubber. Neither Norman nor Gust- 
afsson played in the last two rounds, but 
eight months after Bratislava, they are 
back in the lineup. 

If they thrive under pressure, Sweden 
will win its third Davis Cup title in five 
years. If they do not, the Fuaforum will 
be a very festive place. 


Juventus Remains in Danger 
After Late Galatasaray Goal 

No Threat to Italians Off the Field at Delayed Match 


CiaftWAi Our ftifl f nwi Dupji. hn 

ISTANBUL — Kaya Suat scored with a header 
two minutes into injury time to give Galatasaray a 
1 - i draw with Juventus in their delayed European 
Champions League match and push the Italian 
team to the verge of elimination. 

The game Wednesday passed without incident 
off the field. It had been postponed by one week 
because Juventus said it was worried by anti- 
Italian feeling in Turkey, following Italy's refusal 
to extradite Abdullah Ocalan, the Kurdish rebel 
leader. 

On the field, the match was ill-tempered but 
also largely without incident Nicolas Amoroso, a 
second-half replacement, gave Juventus the lead 
after 75 minutes from one of his team’s few 
scaring chances. 

Suat’s late goal means Juventus, a finalist in for 
the past three seasons, has drawn all five of its 


none of the feared disturbances. 

Turkey deployed 22,000 police for the game 
and the Juventus team flew home immediately 
afterward to avoid trouble. The Italians face pos- 
sible disciplinary action for arriving Wednesday, 
in defiance of a rule that requires teams to arrive a 
day before a match. 

No Italian fans anended the match, leaving the 
stadium in a deadly silence after Juventus 
scored. 

UEFA, the governing body of European soc- 
cer. postponed the match by one week tor fear of 
violence. 



K J 



*T hope Europe and the world is ashamed," 
id Haluk Ulusoy. the president of Turkey's 


matches in Group B. Galatasaray and Rosenborg 
Trondheim of Norway each have eight points, 
while Juventus has five. For Juvenrus to finish top 
of the group — the only way it can advance — it 
must beat Rosenborg in Turin next Wednesday 
and hope Gaiatasaray loses to Athletic, which is 
last in the group, in Bilbao. 

Juventus players had threatened not to play in 
Turkey because they said they feared for their 
safety. 

The game was filled with fierce challenges. 
But, Turkey’s Yeni Yuzyil news paper declared 
Thursday, “Friendship was the winner.’ 

Apart from slogans denouncing Kurdish guer- 
rilla groups and some habitual chanting of ob- 
scenities by Galatasaray supporters, there were 


said Haluk Ulusoy, the president of Turkey’s 
soccer federation, referring to doubts that Turks 
would behave. 

Thousands of Turks poured into the streets to 
celebrate Galatasaray 's result. 

Police in Ankara, the Turkish capita], used 
water cannon to block off a street leading to the 
Italian Embassy — a frequent target of anti-Italy, 
anti-Ocalan protests. 

About 100 people gathered in front of the 
cannon to shout slogans denouncing the rebel 
group. Hundreds of cars formed a convoy through 
the streets with passengers waving flags and 
chanting “Down with the PKK.” (AFP, AP) 

■ South Africa Hires Moloto 


South Africa named Trott Moloio as its national 
coach Thursday, Agence France-Presse repeated 
from Johannesburg. Moloto, 42, was assistant to 
Jomo Sono at the African Nations Cup and to the 
Frenchman Philippe Troussierat the World Cup. 
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Juventus players, in the striped shirts, and Galatasaray players taking the field in Istanbul. 
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NHL Standings 






ATLANTIC DIVISION 

W l T Ph CF (I 
New Jeraer M 7 1 » 58 49 

Philadelphia 11 7 4 24 62 48 

Pittsburgh 10 6 6 26 67 59 

N.V. Rangers 8 9 7 23 64 65 

N T. I$hmden 10 14 0 20 61 67 

NORTHEAST DttnSKM 


is 


Toronto 

14 

9 

2 

30 

77 

69 

Buffalo 

II 

S 

4 

76 

59 

41 

Boston 

)0 

7 

6 

26 

67 

44 

Ottawa 

11 

7 

3 

25 

64 

51 

Montreal 

8 

13 

2 

18 

53 

69 

SOUTHEAST CHWBHN 



Carolina 

12 

10 

3 

27 

66 

58 

Florida 

B 

10 

5 

21 

55 

62 

Washington 

7 

12 

3 

17 

49 

66 

Tampa Bay 

6 

14 

2 

14 

48 

83 
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CENTRAL DMUM 


Mike Richter, the Rangers’ goalie, watching a shot bounce off the post. 


straight game. Mike Knuble. Petr Ned- 
ved and Wayne Gretzky scored for the 
Rangers, who snapped a three-game 
losing streak at the Islanders’ Nassau 
Coliseum. 

Maple Loafs 3, King* i Sergei Berezin 
scored twice to lead Toronto to its sev- 
enth straight home victory. 

Berezin deflected Sylvain Cote’s 
point shoi with 9:52 left in the third for 
the game-winner — his second power- 
play goal of the night. 

star* 3, sharks o Ed Belfour stopped 
26 shots for his second straight shutout, 
becoming the leader among active 
goalies with 42 career shutouts, as Dal- 
las won at San Jose. 

Belfour’s second shutout of the sea- 


son moved him past Colorado's Patrick 
Roy. who has 41 shutouts, but has not 
had one this season. 

The 42 shutouts tied Belfour with 
Charlie Gardiner, who played from 
1 927-34 u ith Chicago, for 20th place on 
the league's career fist. 

Avalanche 4, Red Wings 2 Chris 
Drury, a Colorado rookie, broke a tie 
game early in the third period as Col- 
orado beat visiting Detroit, ending the 
Red Wings' winning streak at five. 

Rene Corbet added a wraparound 
goal with 5:22 remaining as the Ava- 
lanche also handed Detroit's goalie. 
Norm M aracle. his first loss in eight 
career starts. He had w on four straight in 
place of the injured Chris Osgood. 


Detroit 

13 

9 

D 

26 

75 

54 

St. Laois 

9 

6 

5 

23 

57 

47 

NasttvIBe 

9 

13 

1 

19 

54 

71 

Ottawa 

6 

14 

3 

15 

a 

82 

NORTHWEST DfWSlOW 



Edmonton 

13 

9 

1 

27 

7T 

SB 

Colorado 

9 

11 

2 

20 

57 

64 

Vonawver 

9 

n 

2 

20 

67 

72 

Calgary 

8 

13 

2 

18 

63 

70 
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Pnaeni* 

14 

3 

2 

30 

56 

30 

□anas 

13 

4 

3 

29 

S6 

39 

Anaheim 

8 

10 

5 

21 

54 

57 

Los Angeles 

6 

15 

3 

15 

51 

69 

Son Me 

5 

12 

5 

15 

49 

59 
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Fterftto 




0 

1 

8-1 


BofWo 0 2 0-3 

1st Porta* Nona. U Parted: B-Pranwu 2 
(ZMmk. Shannon) 2. F-whHner 7 (Mutter. 
Murphy) 1 B-Ward 10 (Pwni 3d Parted: 
None. Shots on go* F- 7-13-8-28. 8- Ji3- 
1 1—78. G oo b rc F-MeLeon. B- Hasek. 

Man Mel 0 > 0—1 

CoreSM 0 2 2-4 

1st Parted: None. 2d Parted: Carolina. 
Emerson 6 IBottogta. Gefinas) z M-Riwr2 
Wcinrfch. Hogfomt) 1 Cnrtem Snewwra 
11 (Westey. Emerson) W. 3d Parted: 
Carolina Prtmeoo 12 (Kaponen. Hilb L 
Coroiwa OHeUI 6. Shots no goal: M- 8-6- 
11-25. comma 1M^-2C. GoaBru M- 
Hachetf.Coranm.KkM. 

Lwtagelo* 0 0 1-1 

Toronto « I 2—3 

lit Ported: None. 2d Ported: 7-3er«in 6 
'Sonata Karate*! (pp). 3d Parted: LA- 


Tswtaknv 6 (Ferraro) (sh). X T-Berezm 7 
(Cote. SimdfnJ (ppj. 4 T, Yusfcfcwicft t 
[Tremblay, Somfin) (pp). Shots an gate: LA.- 
12-8-8—28. T* 7-11-9-27. Geodes: LA-- 
SWrr. T-Jomnh. 

N.Y. Rwgars 111-3 

H.Y. Mandats 1 8 1— a 

lit Parted: Istendere, SmattnsU 6 CRefchd, 
Board) (pp). Z N-Y.-KnuOte 3 (Tftiwnen. 
Mottwlra) 2d Parted: N.Y.-Nedved Z 3d 
Parted: N Y.-Grefeky 5 (Stevens) RY. talon- 
dots, ReJchd 7 (Berate. SmaOnsfci) (pp). Shots 
on gate: N.Y.. 7-7-3-17. biandas. 6-11-10- 
—77. GateteS: N.Y. .Richter. I statutes. Sate. 
Detroit 1 1 8-2 

Catenate 1 ? 2—7 

1st Parted; C-Heduh 4 (Fcrabeig, 
Lefetotrre) Z D-Udslrora 3 (Yzennon. Kozlov] 
(ps). 2d Parted: Ywim 10 [Udstiwn. 
McCarty) (pp). 4 C-Sctac 10 (Odgen. Mffleri 
3d Period: C-Dnny 5 (Lefetovre, Foote] 4 C- 
Caibet3 fPodeta Kamensky) Shots on goat: 
D- ll-H-7— 2P. C- (0. 10-10—30. CaaBes.- D- 
Mo rode. C-Hay. 

Ptwentx 8 2 1-3 

E Omental I 1 2— a 

1st Parted: E-McAmmond 1 (Fufloon. 
Mttdiant) 2d Parted: P-StopJeton 7 
(SulAvon) (sii).X E-FaHoon 6 (Pott. HamrUW 
tpp) 4 P-Droke 4 DtocnJeh, Tkoctwk) 3d 
Period: P-Ttadiok 13 (Uimnw. Numminen) 
(pp). 6. E-Buchbetger 3 CDevermnn} 7, E-. 
Moray 7 (Grtet Undgren) Shots art geafc P- 
17.20-15— 18. £■ I (F 5-7— 22. GoaGte P- 
KhaD3wBn. E-SMofcKrtun. 

Dados 3 8 0-3 

San Jose 8 0 0—0 

1st Jtetted: D-Srdar 7 rLanowtenmner) Z 
D-Hrhnc 2 (Keane) 3, 0-Mikoc 3 1 Keane) 2d 
Ported: None. 3d Parted: None. Shall aa 
goaf: D- 7-HM-2L 5J.- 7- 109-24 
Goalies: D-Bcffoor Sj.-Vnran.ShHfds.- 


Gaaighi7& WestVbgbda63* 

Mississippi 95 NE Louisiana 62 

Mfesfeslppl St. 7X Jacksonville St.Sd 

Tennessee 68, Memphis 67 

Wofford 72. Army 64 

Akron 7Z E. MUiigaD 54 

CWgfitoc 71 Bark*- 59 

RttfieJtf SO Cent. Michigan 85 

IWrobSm Alcorn St. 73 

Michigan 74 Bradley *4 

N. Iowa 61, kmoSt. 57 

Valparaiso 104. Norfolk St 60 

Wisconsin 67. N. lIBnota 52 

Texas 87. Oral Roberts 77 

Cal St-FuHertan 74 Loyola Maryrawnt 61 

Colorado 7ft Vd. Cormnemtwitth 76 

UNLV 84 Nevada «9 

Woshlngten St 74 Portland SL 71 

Women 
tos> a* 

No. 6 Notre Dona (wo def. Toledo. 82-64. 
Ne. M TtetTedi (M) dtf Tux.SaiAntanb.aw9. 
No. 16 Dofea CMI def. Florida SL 91-72. 

NO. 17 N. Carolina St GW) last to No. 25 
Cloinson (64). 8847. 

No. 28 Vimderoa o® tete OkUnn SL67AL 


’ . (HrrafFntsTDivmooi f i 

AZAIkmoarl Roda JCKertaadeO 
Cambuur Leevteanten 1 Ulrecht 1 • 

NEC Nijmegen 3 Sparta Rotterdam 1 -. 

miDMos: Feyenoorrt 15 points 
31; Heerenveen 31 ; Arahera 2% Ensdiede 28i 
Xukncte 27; Nijmegen 2b PSV Eindhoven 
74- Alkmaar 23; Tftbwrg Zb Utrecht. 
Maastricht ?7r Dtwttnchem (71 Ormtarur 
Leewrarden 15r Sparta Rotterdam 12 Breda 
lfcSMannOrWaohrtifci. - 
nuuNcw 
QUARTERFINALS. BUT LEG 
Atalanta Bergamo (B) 3, FkxentmaZ 
(B denotes 2d dhrisian) 


TRANSITIONS 


RUGBY UNION 


W4HHJB CUp aUAUWIM 

QNOUPS 

Spain 71, Portugal 17 
STMDMQk samana 3 paws Spate i 
Portugal fl. 

Scotland and Spcdn qnaflOed.for 19W fi- 
nals. 


SOCCER 


BASKETBALL 


U JS. College scores 


auMmw'iuan 

QflOUPB 

Gdetasorey l, Joventusi ?. 

sTANNMOft GoMrsnrey S paints: 
Roswihaig Trornttwim 8; iarenius5;A)hlrtc 
BSbaaZ 


Men 

TOPIS 

Na.4 DteeiHJdel No.9 MddganSl |«a) 7367. 
N417.N. Mona (540 dELAdlAiB But 
No. IL UCU (3-2) def. Delaware SL 1W-67. 
No. «. Utah CMI losr ki Rhode Island HW3. 
No. ZZMN mi, Otite (4- r; taTIQ No. 23 Xnter 
ttfl). 6d-U 

No. 25. St. Jotors (6-2) det. Hatafra, 70-49 
tumwcauMff 
Oeorqe Woshmgajn V7 r ameriam U. 76 
GeargeteWp67, Morgan St 49 


ceMHtconn 

savnut, return Lea 
San Uirarna Arg. l, Cnueliu. Brar. l 
Cnmlro won 2-1 on agg re g a te. 

nucH ittecronnstoM 

Monaco L Nancy 0 

« UUAMt CUP 

OCARTERTOALS - 

Sporttreunde Siegea (A1 L WaHsbun (It 3 
Rat-Wdss ObnOauson (IQ z BorwHla 
Maendtengfadbach 0* 

Bremen 0) 2. Temrts Borussla Berta fln f 
(IldenotBMdMsloriAamataim) ■ ■ 


HAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL 

AMERICAN LEAQUE ' - 

TEXAS— Designated INF Domtego Cedeno 
for assignment. 

NATIONAL LEAQUE • • 1 
. CNICAOO-Agiwd to terms witt wSh OF. 
HBvy Rodriguez on 2-yearrattfrOCt • 
curaHNATi— Acquired RHP Manuot Bor- 
nw «Pom Ftartda for c GuBenno GfUML Scid 
contract ofiB-OF Roberta PemaiV,[Votoit 
of Jcparwse CentroTLaagut . 

N.Y. METs — Agreed to tains wHh'3&'Rofain 
Ventura on 4-year eardroct. •• 

PH ILAOBlphia— S igned OF. Kevin Setclh to 
Z-year osnhuct. . _ r 

sak dieqo— A greed to temis wflh C Catos 
Hemondea: on 3-yoar contract. 

MOTBAU .. 

NAnatiAL FOOTB ALL LCAjOUE . 
oALTimoRE-Put S tom Herring 01 > intined 

fcww. Signed WRPhirsaaay. - 

inoianakpus-Pw WR Mnnrirr Harrison 
wm G Tony Mondorich on tnftned reaaive. 
Clomed DE Marti Thomas off norveft hwn 
Ctdcaga. 

NEW nrcLatro— Released WR Henry & 
wd. signed CB Kate Sewronga. 

pm'Ladeu^ua— S igned ' TE tefrr 
Jordan and WR Kevw MOfendt Ro%> 
PB Mtke Road. PutTE Kaseein 5>nce2vhd v 
re Jason Dunn ah Inlureid reserve.-- ' 

raw^asco orcps-rtit DT .Boont ; 

SW*N«iiiilitWW0* 
td Richie from practice sgead. . • 


AlttZBiu-Sirependodlxisii l e)MtfF£i4&i9 ,T 
feagoreon for J gon* for efobtelng B^d«' = 
YoungE Brat Jepsengg^^ag^njt 


^^^“N-Mamed Tor«w Bowden «bt- ; 


[Wnu^ainedKirKFarwtrtialhdlm 
MIS5iwppi-^ah»d 
twtt coach. 


LIVE- 


Tennis ATP 

Senior of Champions in London 




T'* 


tune in today 1 5:00 (CET) 




Eurosport, Europe’s No.1 Sports TV Channel, available on 


cable and satellite 
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I ^ Ulciae Squeeze in the front Office 

^ Some Baseball Teams StiU Don’t Understand the Free- Agent Era 


L-t* :• VJ , 


■ - ' •- .. !:•:# . • 



By Thomas BosWell 

Wujhin&on Post Service 


W ASHINGTON — in baseball, 
the suicide squeeze used to be 
called with a ranger on third 
base. Now, the suicide squeeze occurs 
. -in winter as otherwise sane teams are 
squeezed into making lunatic bids for 
free agents. 

Ail summer^ teams spin a fantasy in 
’• their own minds: Their ballparit is tbe 
most beautiful. Their fens :cheer the 
loudest. Their owner is the best to play 
. f°r- Surely, the future belongs to to» m _ 
Any sensible free agent will under- 

; stand their virtues, be delighted to sign 
. . with them and, maybe, .even agree to a 

, ^J&fheap deal just for the privilege of play- 


« LUG p 

m jjing in such a paradise. . 
't 's ' Simultaneously-' toe 


Simultaneously,' these very miw 


teams look at their own players who are 
in the final years of their contracts. 
Every week, those fellows seem, to 
sprout small horns. Previously un- 
noticed flaws in their play and subtle 
blemishes in character appear; - 
The notion gradually dawns on the 
owner and general manager that die rea- 
son the hmiie teani. is jwt the world 
champion has nothing to do with their 


■ own bonehead blunders. Rather, the dis- 
appointments of recent seasons have their 

• root.in these disloyal, too-fentiliar feces 

who are threatening to leave if they aren't 
bribed to stay with enormous ransoms. 

Finally, the season ends and reality 
begins ro reintroduce itself. - ' 

At the moment, prosperous teams 
l such as the Orioles, Bed Sox, Dodgers, 
; T\stios and Rodties wake np every 
Jjftorning ready to scream. “We’re 
- ^gonna get shut outl’ v Even teams that 
| . care little about competing have to save 
l face with their fans or risk empty ball- 
f . : parks. The “major market" Wmte Sox 
' just lost Albert Belle and Robin Ven- 
*, tura. Don’tthey have to sign somebody? 
; - And do it fast? . ' . ■ 

. What we're watching is musical 
^' chairs, played for muteniUion-dollar 
l stakes. And the music is about to stop. 
► Team after team, after repeating the same 
[ mistakes we've watched for the- last 20 
v years, now asks itself, “How did this 


on Piazza^ are going to go through die 
roof. Your wait-’em-out . strategy 
snmk. .. 

Next,, when Jose OfFerman signed 
with Boston for $26 million^ more jaws 
dropped Piazza is a future Hall of 
Famer. But who is Offennan? 

- hi this, autumn of delusion, die Red 
Sox assumed they were building aieam 
worthy of iBemxe. WJIUams.. Naturally,' 
die Yankees’ center fielder would de- 
fect to play in Fenway Park. -As New 
Englanders know, anybody sensitive 
enough to play jazz guitar like Williams 
would , never voluntarily return' to the 
Bronx when he could play near the 
Boston Common. Besides, Bernie had 

had tiffs whh.ibe Yanks. 

Then, one hoifidday, the Bosox dis- 
covered Williams had re-signed with. 
New Yoric*rHow could Benue, classy 
Benue, do, that? The Yanks had blitzed 
him with ah $8T5 million offer as soon 
as their contract talks with Belle broke 
down. Faster than ydu could say, “Mo 
Vaughn is an Angel,” the Red Sox 
suddenly realized dial (bey desperately 
needed Rafael Palmeiro. 

But so did the Orioles. Because Brian 
Jordan had turned them down to go to 
Atlanta. And because Todd Stottlemyrc 
chose to-play in toe Arizona desert in-- 
stead of by the Chesapeake Bay. 


son would re-sign with them- After all. 
toe Big Unit went 11-1 in Texas. In- 
stead, the Big Unit went to the crazy- 
spending Diamondbacks boss, Jerry 
Colangelo, who seems determined to 


• bring obscene NBA salaries to the 

merely preposterous major leagues. 

- San Diego still thi nks Kevin Brown 
has fuzzy feelings about that Padres' 
pennant he helped win and the new 
stadium that the town has agreed to 
. build. The Padres think that’s going to 
help 'em at closing time when some 
panicrstricken general manager, his job 
in jeopardy, cuts to the chase and says. 
“What will it take to sign you, Brawny? 
Just name it.” 

The Orioles chink B. J. Suihoff Joves 
toe Camden Yards fans and would never 
sign with Pittsburgh for a few million 
more. After everything that’s happened. 



5 Cy Youngs 
Are Great, 
But Clemens 


Wants a Ring 


By Murray Chass 

St if )'j> «. hint i ,W.- 


a they’re still counting on B. J.’s soft 
; not his hard head. They’re also 


heart, not his hard head. They’re also 
. convinced all they have to do to ink 
Delino DeShields. boro in Delaware, is 
“pick up the phone and whistle. What if 
somebody else phones fuse and says. 
“Delino, this is our top offer. We're 
blowing our budget for you. But we can ’t 
get in a bidding contest with Baltimore. 

kt 


J 'ii T»Tfwn l ;'Rciiier- 

MULTIMILLION DOLLAR SMILE — Randy Johnson, who signed 
with Diamondbacks for S52.4 million, meeting the media in Phoenix. 


Off-Season Diversion: 


Nopbone caDs. Decide right now.' 
Teat's how it happens. 


do they? Their uniforms aren’t prettier. 
Thefr money doesn't spend better. 
Write toeseinvaiuable cliches on the 


Write toeseinvaiuable cliches on the 
front-office walk Do not let familiarity 
breed contempt (Otherwise, you’ll end 
. up. nagging Roberto Alomar and Pal- 
meiro about; their attitudes, then get 
cornered into, replacing them with 
Belle.) Love ihie one you’re with (’til 
you get toe one you want). You can’t 
always get whatyou want, but you just 
might fmd.that you get what you need. - 
Atthetooment, toebaseball landscape 
is littered with scattered delusions. 

The Houston Astros thought that, 
once he got to know them, Randy John- 


That’s how it happens. 

. Palmeiro said toe final moments of 
his decision process were “like a poker 
game.” He was within “two or three 
minutes” of re-signing with Baltimore. 
What swayed him in those last gut- 
check moments? Desire to return to his 
off-seasoa home in Texas? The delight 
at evicting his old nemesis. Will Clark, 
from his job as Rangers first baseman? 
Animosity toward toe we-don’i-need- 
him treatment be got in Baltimore? All 
of the above? 

Soon, the process of self-deception 
can stan all over again. As next Thanks- 
giving rolls around, toe squeeze will 
tighten again. Perhaps the only inflex- 
ible rule of the free agent era is tots: 
Screw up early and avoid toe rush. 


See Free Agents Get Rich 


Ventura Goes to Mets , Rodriguez to the Cubs 


Japanese Baseball Legend Could Face Ban 


* happen to us? 1 thought we had a plan.’ 

^ r . This annual suicide 1 squeeze has be- 
" ' corne a more familiar recumng night- 

l ; mare. Sometimes, one hugesigning sets 

" off a chain reaction. . ' 

1 First, perhaps, Mike Piazza signs 

* with the New York Mets for $91 million 

* for seven years. If you are toe Dodgers . 

. - you grasp that Piazza never really 

’ w anted to come back ta Los Angeles. . 

. You 're going to need a big bat at cateh- .' 
. . * er. not Charles Johnson, who hit .218. 

- >4 If you ’re toe poor Phils, you realize 

’ . VPiazza couldn’t care lesscthatheJWas 
• ' r raised in Philly. Pure fantasy;, if you're. 

/.the Oriole s, It hits yob life; a - tog of. 

. ’ bricks mat yoiTve : competely^misr-'^ - 
; judged toe roaiketplacte .Salaries; feed; ' 


The Associated Press 

TOKYO 1 — Sadaharu Oh, toe Jap- 
anese basttoall great who hit a record 
86&hoine runs, could face a lifetime 
ban if an investigation finds that the 
team that he manages orchestrated 
sigh-stealing from television cameras, 
i - “1 can’t believe it,” Oh said Thurs- 
day. “Pd like to believe my playere.” 
~ Oh has notbeen directly implicated 
in toe allegations against his Daiei 
Hawks, and toe three players accused 
have denied wrongdoing. '. . 

. The Pacific League does not specify 
penalties, but some news imports said 
r that Ohdbttidreceive a Ufetmre ban if 
toe inqinry found Ssteainguilry. 


According to toe allegations, a team 
employee monitored TV cameras in 
Fukuoka Dome that showed toe op- 
posing catcher. The employee de- 
ciphered toe catcher's signs and used a 
walkie-talkie to pass on toe infor- 
mation to a youngster in the stands 
who had been hired for the job, Jap- 
anese news reports said. The young- 
ster allegedly relayed information to 
batters by waving 3 megaphone. . 

The team management questioned 
toe three players Thursday, Japanese 
news organizations said. The players, 
infielders Koichiro Yoshinaga and 
Shikatp Yanagita and outfielder. Npr-. 
iyoshi Otnichi, denied toe allegations. 


The Asto'iiitrtl Press 

The free agent market is remaining 
busy and buoyant. 

On Wednesday. Robin Ventura, a 
third baseman, finalized a $52 million, 
four-year contract with toe New York 
Mets and Henry’ Rodriguez agreed to 
return ro toe Chicago Cubs for an S8.9 
million, two-year deal. 

Even Carlos Hernandez struck it rich. 
After just one season as a starter, toe 
catcher worked out a $6.5 million, 
three-year contract to stay with toe San 
Diego Padres. 

Also Wednesday. Kevin Brown, the 
top free agent pitcher left, met with toe 
St. Louis Cardinals. 

Ventura, a five-time Gold Glove and 
potent left-handed bat, also talked to 
Baltimore after toe Chicago White Sox 
decided not to meet his" contract de- 
mands. 

“They were looking for a left-handed 
hitting third baseman, and i kind of fit 
that," Ventura said of toe Mets. ’Tt 
boiled down to going to toe place with 
the best chance of winning, and that’s 
why I’m here.” 

venrura, who made S6.1 million this 
year, gets a SI million signing bonus 
with $250,000 payable on July 1 of each 
of the next four yeans. He gets $6.75 
million next season. $7.75 million in 
2000 and S8.25 million in each of the 
final two years. He has a limited no- 
trade clause. 

..The Mets. have committed SI 55 mil- 
lion this off-season to three players. 
They re-signed Mike Piazza to a $91 


million, seven-year deal and kept ace A1 
Leiter with a $32 million, four-vear 


contract. 

in their search for a leadoff hitter, toe 
Mets are talking to Rickey Henderson. 
Mets general manager Steve Phillips met 
with Henderson's agents for two hours 
Wednesday night at Shea Stadium. 

Rodriguez, "acquired by toe Cubs 
from Montreal last December for pitch- 
er Mieuel Batista, hit .25 1 last season 
with 31 homers and 85 RBls. After 
making $2.7 million last season, he gets 
a S200.000 signing bonus, $3.6 million 
next year and~S4.5 million in 2000. 

"Hie Cubs also signed right-hander 
Scott Sanders, released by San Diego on 
Nov. 17. Sanders, 29, pitched in 23 
games for the NL champions, going 3- 1 
with 26 strikeouts, five walks and a 4. 1 1 
ERA in 30 2-3 innings. 

Hernandez hit .252 with nine homers 
and 52 RBIs this season and batted .325 
in 14 postseason games for San Diego, 
including a team-high .41 7 in toe first- 
round win over Houston. 

* 'The one thing we’ve had that’s been 
a problem over the last couple of years is 
toe ever-changing catcher when you’re 
trying to develop pitchers." said Kevin 
Towers, the Padres general manager. 
"This should give us a little bit of 
continuity, which is imponant." 

The Padres apparently will lose cen- 
ter fielder Steve Finley, who is close to 
signing with toe Arizona Diamond- 
backs. Finley reportedly will get a four- 
year deal. He had been seeking $6 mil- 
lion a year. 


NEW YORK — When Roger Clem- 
ens was a free agent two years ago. he 
shunned two teams that had been and 
would continue to be legitimate con- 
tenders. the New York Yankees and the 
Cleveland Indians. Now, after winning 
his fourth and unprecedented fifth Cy 
Young awards bui no championships 
with The Toronto Blue Jays, Clemens 
wants to be traded to a contender. 

The pitcher made that request Wed- 
nesday through his agent, and toe Blue 
Jays, adhering to a verbal commitment 
made two years ago. said they would 
comply. Gord Ash, the team's general 
manager, said he wanted to move as 
quickly as possible, in toe ncxi week to 
10 days. 

*Td say I'm on a fast track with 
this.” Ash’ said. “There are so many 
other things going on with free agents 
and other deals, we need to have this 
clarified before we move on.” 

After speaking with Clemens's agent. 
Randy Hendricks. Ash immediately 
contacted the Yankees. Cleveland. 
Texas and Houston. Those teams, he 
said, had shown toe strongest interest 
dating to last July. He said he expected 
to talk to other reams as soon as the news 
spread. 

Ash said the Yankees “were very 
interested at the trade deadline, so one 
could assume they still are.” 

"Who wouldn’t have an interest in 
Clemens?” said Brian CaMiman, the 
Yankees general manager . 

Ash said the Indians, Rangers and 
Astros all said they were very interested 
and would be in touch with him. 

“We'll be looking for' players who 
could help us at the major league level 
now.” Ash said. “Prospects aren’t go- 
ing to work.” 

"We’re going to need at least some 
pitching back.” he added, “but 1 want 
to be open minded about this. 1 don't 
want to predetermine whal it will take. 1 
want to see what the offers are. " 

Given that toe Rangers. Astros and 
Indians all have been seeking pitching 
to bolster their staffs, the Yankees 
would seem to be in the best position to 
include a starting pitcher because they 
have six. Bui would the Blue Jays trade 
Clemens to a team in their division? 

"We’ve debated that.” Ash said. "1 
don't see that as a roadblock. What we 
have to concentrate on is getting the best 
possible deal. If that presents itself from 
within the division, that would be un- 
usual. but you have to do what you have 
to do both short and long term." 
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Buddha’s Birthplace 


One Writer’s Path to the Nobel for Literature 


lit 


By Barry Bearak 

•V<*ir )}v/ 7/wt-j Jirnir 


L UMBINI, Nepal — About 
2300 years ago, on a 
spring day under a roll moon. 
Siddhanha Gautama was bom 
in Lumbifti. His mother had 
gone into labor while on a 
stroll in a verdant grove, 
smelling the flowers and 
listening 10 the songbirds. The 
■baby would grow up to be the 
Enlightened One — the 
Buddha — and this village 
would become holy soil to mU* 
lions of Buddliists who. for the 
most part, would these days 
never think of coming here. 

Situated in the flat, steamy 
lowlands of southwestern 
Nepal, Lumbini is not only off 
the beaten track, it is also away 
from an adequate supplv of 
sewer pipes, telephone lines, 
electric lights, clean sheets and 
mosquito control. Thirty years 
of planning to develop the site 
have thus far foiled to make it 
the Buddhist counterpart of a 
Mecca or Jerusalem. 

The royal government of 
Nepal would like to change 
that. On Tuesday, it convened 
a two- day conference of re- 
ligious leaders and political 
officials from 1 9 nations, try- 
ing to promote Lumbini as 
"the fountain of world 
peace” and open the way for 
a torrent of pilgrims and tour- 
ists to this impoverished 
country of 21 million. 

At best, such cooperation 
has been inconsistent in the 
past, a sad matter for many of 
the devoted. As if working 
through some inescapable 
karmic process, the develop- 
ment ot Lumbini seems re- 
quired to overcome sorrow, 
greed, egotism, despair and 
countless other frailties be- 
fore it can attain realization. 

“Five and a half years ago 1 
found so much jungle it made 
me weep/' said Tnay Huyen 
Dieu. a Vietnamese scholar 


building a monastery here. 
"This was not the beautiful 
garden of scripture. We Bud- 
dhist people sometimes talk too 
much ana do very little. This is 
what Lumbini needs. People 


By Alan Riding 

Ai-u K«ri nitres Arm i* 


T 1AS, Lanzarote. Canary Islands — Looking back on his 
life from the ourpost of his 76 years. Jose Saramago still 


doing, people believing/* 
The spot believed to 


i life from the ourpost of his 76 years. Jose Saramago still 
finds it hard lo believe that on Dec. 1 0 in Siockholmhe will 
become the first Portuguese-language writer to receive the 
Nobel Prize in Literature. Not that he was a surprise choice: 



^ <«**■■ • 


The spot believed to be 
Buddha's birthplace is now a 
modest excavation site. There 
are piles of red-brown brick 
once used in ancient temples. 
For Tuesday’s occasion, red 
bunting was hung across the 
area. Multicolored streamers 
swayed with the breeze. 

"What Lumbini needs is the 
right concept,” said Noritada 
Morita, a retired economist 
with the Asian Development 
Bank. "This is Buddha's birth- 
place. It has to be a peace- 
oriented. high-quality medita- 
tion place, not just for 
Buddhists but for everybody.” 

□ 

The village was redis- 
covered only in 1896. when 
excavators unearthed a half- 
buried pillar in the Nepalese 
countryside. It had been left in 
the third century B.C. by the 
Mauiya emperor Ashoka. a 
once- fierce warrior tamed by 
Buddhist compassion. An in- 
scription claimed the spot to 
be Buddha's birthplace. The 
pillar stood near a destroyed 
temple that contained a relief 
sculpture of Maya. Buddha's 
mother, giving birth. 

In the few Lumbini mon- 
asteries. among some of the 
monks drinking tea. there is 
impatience: Why has it taken 
so long to pay the proper re- 
spect to Lord Buddha? When 
will millions come to this 
place and leant of its peace? 

But other monks are un- 
disturbed by such things. 
"Why would anyone huny to 
create gardens and buildings 
and monuments?” they ask, 
echoing the Buddha in reply: 

Everything is transient and 
nothing endures. 


He was already the pundits' favorite last year when the prize 
went to Dario Fo of Italy. It is just that, as he puts it softly, "I 


was not bom for this." 

The son of a peasant father and an illiterate mother, 
brought up in a home with no books, he took almost 40 years 
to go from metalworker to civil servant to edirar in a 
publishing house to newspaper editor. The accident of 
unemployment in his mid-50s finally led him to risk life as a 
full-time writer. And he was 60 before he earned recognition 
at home and abroad with "Baltasar and Blimunda." 

Still, if he likes to remind people that he "was not bom for 
this.” it is not only out of bemusement at his late-in-life 
success. It is also to explain that his distinctive narrative 
style, his ironic voice, his unrestrained imagination and die 
allegorical themes of his books are all products of his life 
before he became a writer. ”i think it simply has to do with 
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he would not return. To see this, to live this, if that doesn’t 
mark you for the rest of your lire, you have no feeling. 

At primary school, young Jose loyed reading and writing 
but, with no nronev for further studies,' at 12 he entered an 
industrial college to learn the trade of metalworker. To his 
delight, the school also offered a course in iterature. 

B v the lime he began work as a metalworker at 1 7. he was 
dreaming of becoming a writer. He switched jobs to become 
a clerk in a hospital and began spending evenings ra a local 
library "When I was 25, 1 wrote a novel. ‘Land of Sm. ana- 
amazmgly.it was published,” be said, ‘'although it went ’ 

But after he sent a second novel to a publisher and -it never 
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returned, be stopped writing. “I don't think I was conscious^: 
of this at the time, but looking back, l think I reached the: 
conclusion that! had nothing important to say.” he mused; , 
-so r went 20 yeans, from 1947 to 1966, without publishing 
a word. I had no regrets- 1 wasn't even collecting experiences, 
to recount later. My writing period- was over! 1 just lived my 
life.” 

In the 1960s/ while working' for a Lisbon publisher, he 
published two books of poems, but nothing more ambitious. : 
At the lime, Portugal was ruled by a rightist dictatorship that . 
had been in power since 1926. but this did not explain . 
Saramago 's silence. ”1 was not a victim of fascist op- 
pression,” he said. -"There were great writers who continued £ 
to write against all odds. I took no risks because i had nothing \ 
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mypasi/’ he said. 

iW this past is also deeply roored in the history and 


literature of what was long one of Europe's poorest and most 
isolated countries may well have narrowed his focus, but 
Saramago feels this has worked in his favor. "I believe that 
the more authentic the expression of the cultural roots of an 
author, the more understandable it is to people from other 
cultures/' he said. 

And yet. while profoundly Portuguese. Saramago remains 
an outsider an atheist and a Communist in a Roman Catholic 
and conservative land. 

In 1 992 a center-right Portuguese government even ve- 
toed his novel "The Gospel According to Jesus Christ” on 
the ground of blasphemy. Furious, he left Lisbon and moved 
to this volcanic Spanish island off the west coast of Africa 
with his wife. Pilar del Rio. a Spanish journalist. 

After his Nobel Prize was announced in October, it was the 
Vatican's mm to lament that for the second year running the 
award had gone to someone it {perceives to be anti-religious. 
"Why does the Vatican get involved in these things'?" 
Saramago asked, uncharacteristically raising his voice. "Why 
doesn't it keep itself busy with prayers? Why doesn't it instead 
open its cupboards and reveal the skeletons it has inside?” 
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to say. 

At feast not in a literary sense. Having joined the Com- 
munist Pany in 1969, be began writing editorials in a Lisbon . 
newspaper, struggling daily. with official censors. After. the. 
April 1974 revolution toppled die regime, he became deputy .. 
editor of a newly nationalized Communist-dominated news*, 
paper. Diana de Noticias. until he was thrown our of his job 
by an anticommunist counteroffensive in November 1975. 
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Jose Saramago at his'home in the Canary Islands. 


"All the Names." still to be published in English. But the 
flurry of recent weeks has also led him to reflect on his life, 
to rummage in his pasl for the incidents and influences that 


explain why. what and how he writes. 

Two childhood memories stand out Although his parents 
moved to Lisbon in 1924, when he was 2, he always spear 
vacations with his grandparents in his birthplace in the village 
of Azinhaga in the Ribatejo'regioo. They bred pigs and, in the 
winter, he recalled, they would take weak piglets to their bed. 
"So we can imagine the two oldies, covered with blankets, in 
a cold house, freezing outside, and between them, like their 
own children, two or three piglets, being heated by human 
warmth,” he said, slipping into storytelling mode. “Of 
course, they would be killed later. Life was like that/’ ■ 

Years later, be said, his grandfather suffered a stroke and 
was to be taken to Lisbon tar treatment "He went into the 
yard of his house, where there were a few trees, fig trees, olive 
"trees,” Saramago said, "and he went one by one. embracing 
ibe trees and crying, saying good-bye to them because he knew 


But in Portugal, where walls were plastered with posters 
©claiming "Congratulations. Jose Saramago.” he was 


proclaiming "Congratulations. Jose Saramago.” he was 
now received like a prodigal son. "The prize became a 
national happening.” he said. "People came up to me, not to 
congratulate me — that would be normal — but to say. 
'Thank you, thank you,' as if the Nobel Prize were a sort of 
recognition for all my countrymen, as if everyone had grown 
one inch taller.” 

The prize abruptly ended Saramago '-s tranquillity, as- 
saulting him w ith the vagaries of sudden fame, a topic he 
treats mockingly in his latest novel. "Todos os Nomes,” or 


“i can probably thank this for the fact I became a writer.” . 
he said. “Finding myself out of work.- defeated politically,! . 
decided the time, had come to deterinlne if 1 really was a . 
writer. I felt I had something to say, but I didn't know what. " 
In 'Manual of Painting and. Calligraphy,’ published in 1977.: 
about a painter who writes to reflect on how badly he points, 

I indirectly pose the basic question: ‘Now. Jose, what are you 
going to write?* • ■ • 

Today, with his books translated into 25 languages! the 1 


international appeal of his fiction is no longer a mystery. 
"The themes that interest me are questions that l. think j 
concern everyone," he. said. "I'm thinking of my owitf* 
relationship with the world,- with weiety. with time, witfrf j 
history. There is also a way of narrating, a greater or lessesj 
degree of emotion, an ironic lopk.at powerful institutions,* 1 
perhaps all of this.” . 

"But in the end,” he went on, "I could only be a Por- 
tuguese writer. Soraepeople need to make references, like the 
"Garcia Marquez of Europe/ but I don't think this is the case. 
There are many differences between us, all of them favoring 
Garcia Marquez. But I believe my work is a direct product of 
my imagination, rhy concerns. I have always lived in iso- 
lation. I read; everything, but my roots are Portuguese.” 
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A BRITISH theater famed for launch- 
ing radical playwrights has agreed 


xVing radical playwrights has agreed 
to be renamed after a major funding 
deal, with the new sponsor's name in 
neon lights. The move by the Royal 
Court, where John Osborne's "Look 
Back in Anger” was first staged, 
sparked fury among playwrights and 
directors. Sir Peter Hall, former di- 
rector of the National Theatre, calling it 
"a sign of the times." The Jerwood 


their navy. So. over the mountains they 
fled, eventually reaching the United 
States, Their story inspired the Rodgers 
and Hammerstein musical "The Sound 
of Music/' which opened on Broadway 
in 1959 and was revived this year, and 
the 1965 film. Arno Gasteiger. vice 


oration of Honor, at a Manhattan hoiel 
before attending a performance of the 
musical. 


governor of Salzburg, presented six of 
the baron's children with the state’s 


the baron's children with the state’s 
highest civilian honor, the Golden Dec- 


The actress Kathy Bates is replacing 
the late Roddy McDowal! on the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences governing board Bares joins 
Gregory Peck and Karl Maiden on the 


• three-person board, the first to be made 
up ent irely of Oscar winners. McDowaU 
died of cancer on Oct, 3. Bates won her 
Oscar for her portrayal of an obsessed 
fan in the 1990 movie "Misery/* 


Foundation, a private crust founded by 
the pearl importer John Jerwood. 
agreed to make a£3 million iS5 million) 
donation that will lift the threat of bank- 
ruptcy and help the Royal Court to finish 
its rebuilding program. The Court's two 
theaters will be renamed the Jerwood 
Theatres at the Royal Court Theatre. 


A Legion of Honor for Walter Cronkite 


The Ass. fhtn\l Puss 


N EW YORK — The American Society of theFreneh Legion of Honor gave 
the former newscaster Walter Craniate its hiehest award Wednesday, the 


Sixty years after fleeing their home- 
land. members, of the von Trapp family 
were honored by the state of Salzburg. 
Austria, in a ceremony in New York. 
The von Trapps fled Salzburg in 1938, 
when the Nazis wanted the family pat- 
riarch. Baron Georg von Trapp, to join 


1 1 the former newscaster Walter Cronkite its highest award Wednesday, ihe 
Medal for Distinguished Achievement. 

"Walter Cronkite’s active involvement in reporting the Second World War 
and its repercussions over the following decades made him the voice of 
America,” said Guy Wiidensiein. president of the society. 

He added: "Mr. Cronkite has been pan of virtually every news event in our 
time, not only on the domestic and international front, but also with respect to 
our conquest of space." 

TheformerCBS anchor. 82. was already a Chevalier of the Legion of Honor. 
Napoleon created the Legion in 1 802. The American Society was formed in 
1924 bv Legion of Honor members living in the United Stales. 


The four-year marriage of Dudley 
Moore and his fourth wife, Nicole 
Rothschild, is officially over. Details of 
the settlement weren’t disclosed by the 
actor's publicist. Rothschild filed a suit 
alleging abuse by the star of "Arthur” 
and" "10.” then dropped it in June, 
citing Moore's health problems. He un- 
derwent heart surgery in 1997 because 
of a blocked artery. 


The English architect and urban de- 
signer Sir Norman Foster and his Lon- 
don-based firm. Foster & Partners, re- 
ceived the fifth Veronica Rudge Green 
Prize in Urban Design from the Harvard 
Design School. The firm was chosen for 
two projects: the subway system in Bil- 
bao. Spain, and the development of the 
Carre a ’Art Plaza in Nimes. France. 
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The von Trapps in New York, after being honored by Salzburg. 
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and use AT&T Direct Service* the w i ; fart. ccnneccons ar\™he-e. plus vooll always have the opuon of an operator who.ipeaks'w’language.- 

AK it takes is yourA/AT ra?l:ng Card or crad-i ca r 4 ano rou'-e cr ,.-:ur .-.a. .-.ner, .?jVe out ot ;our " . y. 


For easy calling worldwide: 

1. Just dial the AT&T Access Number for the country 
you are calling from. 

2. Dial die phone number you're calkng. 

3. Dial your card number. 
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AT&T Access Numbers 

* ~.«Z.m*tf Gr*ec«» „00-«00-I11! Saudi AnftiaO -t-tttMB 

WfjitiBie-.., '00- 10 (tetanic ...„_^.1400-55M»0 Spain. 

CiediW qwMca 0WWWMOI tmel .......... 1-MM4-M-H? Wtan .020-7*341 f 

.510-0200 Ittfy* irt-lOtt Swfovfand* 

U"’** N-ttterta"** 5WXM22-51U Uiriwd KnMtom * + OH0-J9-O0JJ 

G«nnwi7.. ................... .0 1 SIMM 1 0 Russia 7SS-5047 Ifcmd Klngtfom a + 050049.0011 

For access numbers not fitted above, ash any operator for AT&T Direct Service, or visit our Web site ac 

www.2tt.com/trayeJer 








For acceM num6m hwd above, ask any operator for AT&T Direct Service, or visit our Web site ac ' ' ! 1 1 T S ‘ a II *w i thtri yourrVacft ./ !- 

www.att.com/traveJer \y- " x-os.;,- % 

CrrtSiard aSmtsuamain jg^tbigo'. a»m»mgiweria ag*g-&rgcoajTrr»a cr^rcgurtr-f--.o-t3^r-> it ^..i. ^ _ „ . , . • ' , _ .... .•'•!••-! 

■II courmin itnd abaM ■!*»» phone oCall«q ta nvMt eountrun. vPaWi: '<yx 








“.w 





